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The generation after the apostles

These are the earliest Christian writings outside the New Testament — from men who, in several cases, had

heard the apostles with their own ears. The Didache is a church manual perhaps as old as some of the

Gospels. Clement, bishop of Rome before the year 100, writes to quarreling Corinth in the voice of a

church already learning to be one body across the sea. Ignatius of Antioch writes seven letters on the road to

his martyrdom in Rome, begging the churches not to rescue him. Polycarp of Smyrna — who had sat at

John’s feet — writes to Philippi, and the account of his death in the arena is the first martyr-story the

church preserved. Barnabas wrestles with how Israel’s Scriptures belong to Christ, and the anonymous gem

to Diognetus explains Christians to a puzzled pagan world: “they dwell on earth, but they are citizens of

heaven.”

Fourteen days is enough for all of it — a two-week walk with the first generation after the apostles, in the

classic public-domain translations of the Ante-Nicene Fathers series, exactly as shelved in the Lantern’s

library.

How to use this book

One day’s reading at a sitting — some days are one document, some pair two short letters. Miss a day,

simply carry on; the fathers are not going anywhere. Every reading can also be followed, or listened to aloud,

free at oliveandflame.org/plans.



Day 1

D I D A C H E  1 – 1 0

Chapter I · The Two Ways; The First Commandment.

1. There are two ways, one of life and one of death; but a great difference between the two ways. 2. The way

of life, then, is this: First, thou shalt love God who made thee; second, thy neighbour as thyself; and all

things whatsoever thou wouldst should not occur to thee, thou also to another do not do. 3. And of these

sayings the teaching is this: Bless them that curse you, and pray for your enemies, and fast for them that

persecute you. For what thank is there , if ye love them that love you? Do not also the Gentiles do the same?

But do ye love them that hate you; and ye shall not have an enemy. 4. Abstain thou from fleshly and worldly

lusts. If one give thee a blow upon thy right cheek, turn to him the other also; and thou shalt be perfect. If

one impress thee for one mile, go with him two. If one take away thy cloak, give him also thy coat. If one

take from thee thine own, ask it not back for indeed thou art not able. 5. Give to every one that asketh thee,

and ask it not back; for the Father willeth that to all should be given of our own blessings (free gifts). Happy

is he that giveth according to the commandment; for he is guiltless. Woe to him that receiveth ; for if one

having need receiveth, he is guiltless; but he that receiveth not having need, shall pay the penalty, why he

received and for what, and, coming into straits (confinement), he shall be examined concerning the things

which he hath done, and he shall not escape thence until he pay back the last farthing. 6. But also now

concerning this, it hath been said, Let thine alms sweat in thy hands, until thou know to whom thou

Shouldst give.

Chapter II · The Second Commandment: Gross Sin Forbidden.

1. And the second commandment of the Teaching; 2. Thou shalt not commit murder, thou shalt not

commit adultery, thou shalt not commit paederasty, thou shalt not commit fornication, thou shalt not steal,

thou shalt not practise magic, thou shalt not practise witchcraft, thou shalt not murder a child by abortion

nor kill that which is begotten. Thou shalt not covet the things of thy neighbour, 3. thou shalt not forswear

thyself, thou shalt not bear false witness, thou shalt not speak, evil, thou shalt bear no grudge. 4. Thou shalt

not be double-minded nor double-tongued; for to be double-tongued is a snare of death. 5. Thy speech

shall not be false, nor empty, but fulfilled by deed. 6. Thou shalt not be covetous, nor rapacious, nor a

hypocrite, nor evil disposed, nor haughty. Thou shalt not take evil counsel against thy neighbour. 7. Thou

shalt not hate any man; but some thou shalt reprove, and concerning some thou shalt pray, and some thou

shalt love more than thy own life.

Chapter III · Other Sins Forbidden.



1. My child, flee from every evil thing, and from every likeness of it. 2. Be not prone to anger, for anger

leadeth the way to murder; neither jealous, nor quarrelsome, nor of hot temper; for out of all these murders

are engendered. 3. My child, be not a lustful one; for lust leadeth the way to fornication; neither a filthy

talker, nor of lofty eye; for out of all these adulteries are engendered. 4. My child, be not an observer of

omens, since it leadeth the way to idolatry; neither an enchanter, nor an astrologer, nor a purifier, nor be

willing to took at these things; for out of all these idolatry is engendered. 5. My child, be not a liar, since a lie

leadeth the way to theft; neither money-loving, nor vainglorious, 6for out of all these thefts are engendered.

6. My child, be not a murmurer, since it leadeth the way to blasphemy; neither self-willed nor evil-minded,

for out of all these blasphemies are engendered. 7. But be thou meek, since the meek shall inherit the earth.

8. Be long-suffering and pitiful and guileless and gentle and good and always trembling at the words which

thou hast heard. 9. Thou shalt not exalt thyself, nor give over-confidence to thy soul. Thy soul shall not be

joined with lofty ones, but with just and lowly ones shall it have its intercourse. 10. The workings that befall

thee receive as good, knowing that apart from God nothing cometh to pass.

Chapter IV · Various Precepts.

1. My child, him that speaketh to thee the word of God remember night and day; and thou shalt honour

him as the Lord; for in the place whence lordly rule is uttered, there is the Lord. 2. And thou shalt seek out

day by day the faces of the saints, in order that thou mayest rest upon their words. 3. Thou shalt not long

for division, but shalt bring those who contend to peace. Thou shalt judge righteously, thou shalt not

respect persons in reproving for transgressions. 4. Thou shalt not be undecided whether it shall be or no. 5.

Be not a stretcher forth of the hands to receive and a drawer of them back to give. 6. If thou hast aught ,

through thy hands thou shalt give ransom for thy sins. 7. Thou shalt not hesitate to give, nor murmur when

thou givest; for thou shalt know who is the good repayer of the hire. 8. Thou shalt not turn away from him

that is in want, but thou shalt share all things with thy brother, and shalt not say that they are thine own;

for if ye are partakers in that which is immortal, how much more in things which are mortal? 9. Thou shalt

not remove thy hand from thy son or from thy daughter, but from their youth shalt teach them the fear of

God. 10 Thou shalt not enjoin aught in thy bitterness upon thy bondman or maidservant, who hope in the

same God, lest ever they shall fear not God who is over both; for he cometh not to call according to the

outward appearance, but unto them whom the Spirit hath prepared. 11. And ye bondmen shall be subject

to your masters as to a type of God, in modesty and fear. 12. Thou shalt hate all hypocrisy and everything

which is not pleasing to the Lord. 13. Do thou in no wise forsake the commandments of the Lord; but thou

shalt keep what thou hast received, neither adding thereto nor taking away therefrom . 14. In the church

thou shalt acknowledge thy transgressions, and thou shalt not come near for thy prayer with an evil

conscience. This is the way of life.

Chapter V · The Way of Death.



1. And the way of death is this: First of all it is evil and full of curse: murders, adulteries, lusts, fornications,

thefts, idolatries, magic arts, witchcrafts, rapines, false witnessings, hypocrisies, double-heartedness, deceit,

haughtiness, depravity, self-will, greediness, filthy talking, jealousy, over-confidence, loftiness, boastfulness;

2. persecutors of the good, hating truth, loving a lie, not knowing a reward for righteousness, not cleaving

to good nor to righteous judgment, watching not for that which is good, but for that which is evil; from

whom meekness and endurance are far, loving vanities, pursuing requital, not pitying a poor man, not

labouring for the afflicted, not knowing Him that made them, murderers of children, destroyers of the

handiwork of God, turning away from him that is in want afflicting him that is distressed, advocates of the

rich, lawless judges of the poor, utter sinners. Be delivered, children, from all these.

Chapter VI · Against False Teachers, and Food Offered to Idols.

1. See that no one cause thee to err from this way of the Teaching, since apart from God it teacheth thee. 2.

For if thou art able to bear all the yoke of the Lord, thou wilt be perfect; but if thou art not able, what thou

art able that do. 3. And concerning food, bear what thou art able; but against that which is sacrificed to

idols be exceedingly on thy guard; for it is the service of dead gods.

Chapter VII · Concerning Baptism.

1. And concerning baptism, thus baptize ye: Having first said all these things, baptize into the name of the

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, in living water. 2. But if thou have not living water, baptize

into other water; and if thou3canst not in cold, in warm. 3. But if thou have not either, pour out water

thrice upon the head into the name of Father and Son and Holy Spirit. 4. But before the baptism let

the4baptizer fast, and the baptized, and whatever others can; but thou shalt order the baptized to fast one or

two days before.

Chapter VIII · Concerning Fasting and Prayer (the Lord's Prayer).

1. But let not your fasts be with the hypocrites; for they fast on the second and fifth day of the week; but do

ye fast on the fourth day and the Preparation (Friday). 2. Neither pray as the hypocrites; but as the Lord

commanded in His Gospel, thus pray: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom

come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so on earth. Give us to-day our daily (needful) bread, and forgive us

our debt as we also forgive our debtors. And bring us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one

(or, evil); for Thine is the power and the glory for ever. 3. Thrice in the day thus pray.

Chapter IX · The Thanksgiving (Eucharist).

1. Now concerning the Thanksgiving (Eucharist), thus give thanks. 2. First, concerning the cup: We thank

thee, our Father, for the holy vine of David Thy servant, which Thou madest known to us through Jesus

Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory for ever. 3. And concerning the broken bread : We thank Thee, our



Father, for the life and knowledge which Thou modest known to us through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be

the glory for ever. 4. Even as this broken bread was scattered over the hills, and was gathered together and

became one, so let Thy Church be gathered together from the ends of the earth into Thy kingdom; for

Thine is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ for ever. 5. But let no one eat or drink of your

Thanksgiving (Eucharist), but they who have been baptized into the name of the Lord; for concerning this

also the Lord hath said, Give not that which is holy to the dogs.

Chapter X · Prayer After Communion.

1. But after ye are filled, thus give thanks: 2. We thank Thee, holy Father, for Thy holy name which Thou

didst cause to tabernacle in our hearts, and for the knowledge and faith and immortality, which Thou

modest known to us through Jesus Thy Servant; to Thee be the glory for ever. 3. Thou, Master almighty,

didst create all things for Thy name's sake; Thou gavest food and drink to men for enjoyment, that they

might give thanks to Thee; but to us Thou didst freely give spiritual food and drink and life eternal through

Thy Servant. 4. Before all things we thank Thee that Thou art mighty; to Thee be the glory for ever. 5.

Remember, Lord, Thy Church, to deliver it from all evil and to make it perfect in Thy love, and gather it

from the four winds, sanctified for Thy kingdom which Thou hast prepared for it; for Thine is the power

and the glory for ever. 6. Let grace come, and let this world pass away. Hosanna to the God (Son) of David!

If any one is holy, let him come; if any one is not so, let him repent. Maran atha. Amen. 7. But permit the

prophets to make Thanksgiving as much as they desire.



Day 2

D I D A C H E  1 1 – 1 6

Chapter XI · Concerning Teachers, Apostles, and Prophets.

1. Whosoever, therefore, cometh and teacheth you all these things that have been said before, receive him. 2.

But if the teacher himself turn and teach another doctrine to the destruction of this, hear him not; but if he

teach so as to increase righteousness and the knowledge of the Lord, receive him as the Lord. 3. But

concerning the apostles and prophets, according to the decree of the Gospel, thus do. 4. Let every apostle

that cometh to you be received as the Lord. 5. But he shall not remain except one day; but if there be need,

also the next; but if he remain three days, he is a false prophet. 6. And when the apostle goeth away, let him

take nothing but bread until he lodgeth; but if he ask money, he is a false prophet. 7. And every prophet

that speaketh in the Spirit ye shall neither try nor judge; for every sin shall be forgiven, but this sin shall not

be forgiven. 8. But not every one that speaketh in the Spirit is a prophet; but only if he hold the ways of the

Lord. Therefore from their ways shall the false prophet and the prophet be known. 9. And every prophet

who ordereth a meal in the Spirit eateth not from it, except indeed he be a false prophet; 10. and every

prophet who teacheth the truth, if he do not what he teacheth, is a false prophet. 11. And every prophet,

proved true, working unto the mystery of the Church in the world, yet not teaching others to do what he

himself doeth, shall not be judged among you, for with God he hath his judgment; for so did also the

ancient prophets. But whoever saith in the Spirit, Give me money, or something else, ye shall not listen to

him; but if he saith to you to give for others' sake who are in need, let no one judge him.

Chapter XII · Reception of Christians.

1. But let every one that cometh in the name of the Lord be received, and afterward ye shall prove and know

him; for ye shall have understanding right and left. 2. If he who cometh is a wayfarer, assist him as far as ye

are able; but he shall not remain with you, except for two or three days, if need be. 3. But if he willeth to

abide with you, being an artisan, let him work and eat; but if he hath no trade, 4. according to your

understanding see to it that, as a Christian, he shall not live with you idle. 5. But if he willeth not to do, he is

a Christ-monger. Watch that ye keep aloof from such.

Chapter XIII · Support of Prophets.

1. But every true prophet that willeth to abide among you is worthy of his support. 2. So also a true teacher

is himself worthy, as the workman, of his support. 3. Every first-fruit, therefore, of the products of wine-

press and threshing-floor, of oxen and of sheep, thou shalt take and give to the prophets, for they are your

high priests. 4. But if ye have not a prophet, give it to the poor. 5. If thou makest a batch of dough, take the



first-fruit and give according to the commandment. 6. So also when thou openest a jar of wine or of oil, take

the first-fruit and give it to the prophets; 7. and of money (silver) and clothing and every possession, take

the first-fruit, as it may seem good to thee, and give according to the commandment.

Chapter XIV · Christian Assembly on the Lord's Day.

1. But every Lord's day do ye gather yourselves together, and break bread, and give thanksgiving after having

confessed your transgressions, that your sacrifice may be pure. 2. But let no one that is at variance with his

fellow come together with you, until they be reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be profaned. 3. For this

is that which was spoken by the Lord: In every place and time offer to me a pure sacrifice; for I am a great

King, saith the Lord, and my name is wonderful among the nations.

Chapter XV · Bishops and Deacons; Christian Reproof.

1. Appoint, therefore, for yourselves, bishops and deacons worthy of the Lord, men meek, and not lovers of

money, and truthful and proved; for they also render to you the service of prophets and teachers. 2. Despise

them not therefore, for they are your honoured ones, together with the prophets and teachers. 3. And

reprove one another, not in anger, but in peace, as ye have it in the Gospel; but to every one that acts amiss

against another, let no one speak, nor let him hear aught from you until he repent. 4. But your prayers and

alms and all your deeds so do, as ye have it in the Gospel of our Lord.

Chapter XVI · Watchfulness; The Coming of the Lord.

1. Watch for your life's sake. Let not your lamps be quenched, nor your loins unloosed; but be ye ready, for

ye know not the hour in which our Lord cometh. 2. But often shall ye come together, seeking the things

which are befitting to your souls: for the whole time of your faith will not profit you, if ye be not made

perfect in the last time. 3. For in the last days false prophets and corrupters shall be multiplied, and the

sheep shall be turned into wolves, and love shall be turned into hate; 4. for when lawlessness increaseth, they

shall hate and persecute and betray one another, and then shall appear the world-deceiver as Son of God,

and shall do signs and wonders, and the earth shall be delivered into his hands, and he shall do iniquitous

things which have never yet come to pass since the beginning. 5. Then shall the creation of men come into

the fire of trial, and many shall be made to stumble and shall perish; but they that endure in their faith shall

be saved from under the curse itself. 6. And then shall appear the signs of the truth; first, the sign of an out-

spreading in heaven; then the sign of the sound of the trumpet; and the third, the resurrection of the dead;

7. yet not of all, but as it is said: The Lord shall come and all His saints with Him. 8. Then shall the world

see the Lord coming upon the clouds of heaven.



Day 3

1  C L E M E N T  1 – 2 0

Chapter I · The Salutation. Praise of the Corinthians Before the Breaking Forth of Schism

Among Them.

The Church of God which sojourns at Rome, to the Church of God sojourning at Corinth, to them that

are called and sanctified by the will of God, through our Lord Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace,

from Almighty God through Jesus Christ, be multiplied.

Owing, dear brethren, to the sudden and successive calamitous events which have happened to ourselves,

we feel that we have been somewhat tardy in turning our attention to the points respecting which you

consulted us; and especially to that shameful and detestable sedition, utterly abhorrent to the elect of God,

which a few rash and self-confident persons have kindled to such a pitch of frenzy, that your venerable and

illustrious name, worthy to be universally loved, has suffered grievous injury. For who ever dwelt even for a

short time among you, and did not find your faith to be as fruitful of virtue as it was firmly established?

Who did not admire the sobriety and moderation of your godliness in Christ? Who did not proclaim the

magnificence of your habitual hospitality? And who did not rejoice over your perfect and well-grounded

knowledge? For ye did all things without respect of persons, and walked in the commandments of God,

being obedient to those who had the rule over you, and giving all fitting honour to the presbyters among

you. Ye enjoined young men to be of a sober and serious mind; ye instructed your wives to do all things

with a blameless, becoming, and pure conscience, loving their husbands as in duty bound; and ye taught

them that, living in the rule of obedience, they should manage their household affairs becomingly, and be in

every respect marked by discretion.

Chapter II · Praise of the Corinthians Continued.

Moreover, ye were all distinguished by humility, and were in no respect puffed up with pride, but yielded

obedience rather than extorted it, and were more willing to give than to receive. Content with the provision

which God had made for you, and carefully attending to His words, ye were inwardly filled with His

doctrine, and His sufferings were before your eyes. Thus a profound and abundant peace was given to you

all, and ye had an insatiable desire for doing good, while a full outpouring of the Holy Spirit was upon you

all. Full of holy designs, ye did, with true earnestness of mind and a godly confidence, stretch forth your

hands to God Almighty, beseeching Him to be merciful unto you, if ye had been guilty of any involuntary

transgression. Day and night ye were anxious for the whole brotherhood, that the number of God's elect

might be saved with mercy and a good conscience. Ye were sincere and uncorrupted, and forgetful of

injuries between one another . Every kind of faction and schism was abominable in your sight. Ye mourned



over the transgressions of your neighbours: their deficiencies you deemed your own. Ye never grudged any

act of kindness, being "ready to every good work." Adorned by a thoroughly virtuous and religious life, ye

did all things in the fear of God. The commandments and ordinances of the Lord were written upon the

tablets of your hearts.

Chapter III · The Sad State of the Corinthian Church After Sedition Arose in It from Envy

and Emulation.

Every kind of honour and happiness was bestowed upon you, and then was fulfilled that which is written,

"My beloved did eat and drink, and was enlarged and became fat, and kicked." Hence flowed emulation and

envy, strife and sedition, persecution and disorder, war and captivity. So the worthless rose up against the

honoured, those of no reputation against such as were renowned, the foolish against the wise, the young

against those advanced in years. For this reason righteousness and peace are now far departed from you,

inasmuch as every one abandons the fear of God, and is become blind in His faith, neither walks in the

ordinances of His appointment, nor acts a part becoming a Christian, but walks after his own wicked lusts,

resuming the practice of an unrighteous and ungodly envy, by which death itself entered into the world.

Chapter IV · Many Evils Have Already Flowed from This Source in Ancient Times.

For thus it is written: "And it came to pass after certain days, that Cain brought of the fruits of the earth a

sacrifice unto God; and Abel also brought of the firstlings of his sheep, and of the fat thereof. And God had

respect to Abel and to his offerings, but Cain and his sacrifices He did not regard. And Cain was deeply

grieved, and his countenance fell. And God said to Cain, Why art thou grieved, and why is try countenance

fallen? If thou offerest rightly, but dost not divide rightly, hast thou not sinned? Be at peace: thine offering

returns to thyself, and thou shalt again possess it. And Cain said to Abel his brother, Let us go into the field.

And it came to pass, while they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him."

Ye see, brethren, how envy and jealousy led to the murder of a brother. Through envy, also, our father Jacob

fled from the face of Esau his brother. Envy made Joseph be persecuted unto death, and to come into

bondage. Envy compelled Moses to flee from the face of Pharaoh king of Egypt, when he heard these words

from his fellow-countryman, "Who made thee a judge or a ruler over us? wilt thou kill me, as thou didst kill

the Egyptian yesterday? " On account of envy, Aaron and Miriam had to make their abode without the

camp. Envy brought down Dathan and Abiram alive to Hades, through the sedition which they excited

against God's servant Moses. Through envy, David underwent the hatred not only of foreigners, but was

also persecuted by Saul king of Israel.

Chapter V · No Less Evils Have Arisen from the Same Source in the Most Recent Times. The

Martyrdom of Peter and Paul.



But not to dwell upon ancient examples, let us come to the most recent spiritual heroes. Let us take the

noble examples furnished in our own generation. Through envy and jealousy, the greatest and most

righteous pillars [of the Church] have been persecuted and put to death. Let us set before our eyes the

illustrious apostles. Peter, through unrighteous envy, endured not one or two, but numerous labours and

when he had at length suffered martyrdom, departed to the place of glory due to him. Owing to envy, Paul

also obtained the reward of patient endurance, after being seven times thrown into captivity, compelled to

flee, and stoned. After preaching both in the east and west, he gained the illustrious reputation due to his

faith, having taught righteousness to the whole world, and come to the extreme limit of the west, and

suffered martyrdom under the prefects. Thus was he removed from the world, and went into the holy place,

having proved himself a striking example of patience.

Chapter VI · Continuation. Several Other Martyrs.

To these men who spent their lives in the practice of holiness, there is to be added a great multitude of the

elect, who, having through envy endured many indignities and tortures, furnished. us with a most excellent

example. Through envy, those women, the Danaids and Dircae, being persecuted, after they had suffered

terrible and unspeakable torments, finished the course of their faith with stedfastness, and though weak in

body, received a noble reward. Envy has alienated wives from their husbands, and changed that saying of

our father Adam, "This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh." Envy and strife have overthrown

great cities and rooted up mighty nations.

Chapter VII · An Exhortation to Repentance.

These things, beloved, we write unto you, not merely to admonish you of your duty, but also to remind

ourselves. For we are struggling on the same arena, and the same conflict is assigned to both of us.

Wherefore let us give up vain and fruitless cares, and approach to the glorious and venerable rule of our holy

calling. Let us attend to what is good, pleasing, and acceptable in the sight of Him who formed us. Let us

look stedfastly to the blood of Christ, and see how precious that blood is to God, which, having been shed

for our salvation, has set the grace of repentance before the whole world. Let us turn to every age that has

passed, and learn that, from generation to generation, the Lord has granted a place of repentance to all such

as would be converted unto Him. Noah preached repentance, and as many as listened to him were saved.

Jonah proclaimed destruction to the Ninevites; but they, repenting of their sins, propitiated God by prayer,

and obtained salvation, although they were aliens [to the covenant] of God.

Chapter VIII · Continuation Respecting Repentance.

The ministers of the grace of God have, by the Holy Spirit, spoken of repentance; and the Lord of all things

has himself declared with an oath regarding it, "As I live, saith the Lord, I desire not the death of the sinner,

but rather his repentance ; " adding, moreover, this gracious declaration Repent O house of Israel, of your



iniquity. Say to the children of My people, Though your sins reach from earth to heaven, I and though they

be redder than scarlet, and blacker than sackcloth, yet if ye turn to Me with your whole heart, and say,

Father! I will listen to you, as to a holy people." And in another place He speaks thus: "Wash you, and

become clean; put away the wickedness of your souls from before mine eyes; cease from your evil ways, and

learn to do well; seek out judgment, deliver the oppressed, judge the fatherless, and see that justice is done to

the widow; and come, and let us reason together. He declares, Though your sins be like crimson, I will

make them white as snow; though they be like scarlet, I will whiten them like wool. And if ye be willing and

obey Me, ye shall eat the good of the land; but if ye refuse, and will not hearken unto Me, the sword shall

devour you, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken these things." Desiring, therefore, that all His beloved

should be partakers of repentance, He has, by His almighty will, established [these declarations].

Chapter IX · Examples of the Saints.

Wherefore, let us yield obedience to His excellent and glorious will; and imploring His mercy and loving-

kindness, while we forsake all fruitless labours, and strife, and envy, which leads to death, let us turn and

have recourse to His compassions. Let us stedfastly contemplate those who have perfectly ministered to His

excellent glory. Let us take (for instance) Enoch, who, being found righteous in obedience, was translated,

and death was never known to happen to him. Noah, being found faithful, preached regeneration to the

world through his ministry; and the Lord saved by him the animals which, with one accord, entered into

the ark.

Chapter X · Continuation of the Above.

Abraham, styled "the friend," was found faithful, inasmuch as he rendered obedience to the words of God.

He, in the exercise of obedience, went out from his own country, and from his kindred, and from his

father's house, in order that, by forsaking a small territory, and a weak family, and an insignificant house, he

might inherit the promises of God. For God said to him, "Get thee out from thy country, and from thy

kindred, and from thy father's house, into the land which I shall show thee. And I will make thee a great

nation, and will bless thee, and make thy name great, and thou shall be blessed. And I will bless them that

bless thee, and curse them that curse thee; and in thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed." And

again, on his departing from Lot, God said to him. "Lift up thine eyes, and look from the place where thou

now art, northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward; for all the land which thou seest, to thee

will I give it, and to thy seed for ever. And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth, [so that] if a man can

number the dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered." And again [the Scripture] saith, "God

brought forth Abram, and spake unto him, Look up now to heaven, and count the stars if thou be able to

number them; so shall thy seed be. And Abram believed God, and it was counted to him for righteousness."

On account of his faith and hospitality, a son was given him in his old age; and in the exercise of obedience,

he offered him as a sacrifice to God on one of the mountains which He showed him.



Chapter XI · Continuation. Lot.

On account of his hospitality and godliness, Lot was saved out of Sodore when all the country round was

punished by means of fire and brimstone, the Lord thus making it manifest that He does not forsake those

that hope in Him, but gives up such as depart from Him to punishment and torture. For Lot's wife, who

went forth with him, being of a different mind from himself and not continuing in agreement with him [as

to the command which had been given them], was made an example of, so as to be a pillar of salt unto this

day. This was done that all might know that those who are of a double mind, and who distrust the power of

God, bring down judgment on themselves and become a sign to all succeeding generations.

Chapter XII · The Rewards of Faith and Hospitality. Rahab.

On account of her faith and hospitality, Rahab the harlot was saved. For when spies were sent by Joshua,

the son of Nun, to Jericho, the king of the country ascertained that they were come to spy out their land,

and sent men to seize them, in order that, when taken, they might be put to death. But the hospitable

Rahab receiving them, concealed them on the roof of her house under some stalks of flax. And when the

men sent by the king arrived and said "There came men unto thee who are to spy out our land; bring them

forth, for so the king commands," she answered them, "The two men whom ye seek came unto me, but

quickly departed again and are gone," thus not discovering the spies to them. Then she said to the men, "I

know assuredly that the Lord your God hath given you this city, for the fear and dread of you have fallen on

its inhabitants. When therefore ye shall have taken it, keep ye me and the house of my father in safety." And

they said to her, "It shall be as thou hast spoken to us. As soon, therefore, as thou knowest that we are at

hand, thou shall gather all thy family under thy roof, and they shall be preserved, but all that. are found

outside of thy dwelling shall perish." Moreover, they gave her a sign to this effect, that she should hang forth

from her house a scarlet thread. And thus they made it manifest that redemption should flow through the

blood of the Lord to all them that believe and hope in God. Ye see, beloved, that there was not only faith,

but prophecy, in this woman.

Chapter XIII · An Exhortation to Humility.

Let us therefore, brethren, be of humble mind, laying aside all haughtiness, and pride, and foolishness, and

angry feelings; and let us act according to that which is written (for the Holy Spirit saith, "Let not the wise

man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory in his might, neither let the rich man glory in his

riches; but let him that glorieth glory in the Lord, in diligently seeking Him, and doing judgment and

righteousness" ), being especially mindful of the words of the Lord Jesus which He spake, teaching us

meekness and long-suffering. For thus He spoke: "Be ye merciful, that ye may obtain mercy; forgive, that it

may be forgiven to you ; as ye do, so shall it be done unto you; as ye judge, so shall ye be judged; as ye are

kind, so shall kindness be shown to you; with what measure ye mete, with the same it shall be measured to



you." By this precept and by these rules let us establish ourselves, that we walk with all humility in

obedience to His holy words. For the holy word saith, "On whom shall I look, but on him that is meek and

peaceable, and that trembleth at My words? "

Chapter XIV · We Should Obey God Rather Than the Authors of Sedition.

It is right and holy therefore, men and brethren, rather to obey God than to follow those who, through

pride and sedition, have become the leaders of a detestable emulation. For we shall incur no slight injury,

but rather great danger, if we rashly yield ourselves to the inclinations of men who aim at exciting strife and

tumults, so as to draw us away from what is good. Let us be kind one to another after the pattern of the

tender mercy and benignity of our Creator. For it is written, "The kind-hearted shall inhabit the land, and

the guiltless shall be left upon it, but transgressors shall be destroyed from off the face of it." And again [the

Scripture] saith, "I saw the ungodly highly exalted, and lifted up like the cedars of Lebanon: I passed by, and,

behold, he was not; and I diligently sought his place, and could not find it. Preserve innocence, and look on

equity: for there shall be a remnant to the peaceful man."

Chapter XV · We Must Adhere to Those Who Cultivate Peace, Not to Those Who Merely

Pretend to Do So.

Let us cleave, therefore, to those who cultivate peace with godliness, and not to those who hypocritically

profess to desire it. For [the Scripture] saith in a certain place, "This people honoureth Me with their lips,

but their heart is far from Me." And again: "They bless with their mouth, but curse with their heart." And

again it saith, "They loved Him with their mouth, and lied to Him with their tongue; but their heart was

not right with Him, neither were they faithful in His covenant." "Let the deceitful lips become silent," [and

"let the Lord destroy all the lying lips, ] and the boastful tongue of those who have said, Let us magnify our

tongue; our lips are our own; who is lord over us? For the oppression of the poor, and for the sighing of the

needy, will I now arise, saith the Lord: I will place him in safety; I will deal confidently with him."

Chapter XVI · Christ as an Example of Humility.

For Christ is of those who are humble-minded, and not of those who exalt themselves over His flock. Our

Lord Jesus Christ, the Sceptre of the majesty of God, did not come in the pomp of pride or arrogance,

although He might have done so, but in a lowly condition, as the Holy Spirit had declared regarding Him.

For He says, "Lord, who hath believed our report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed? We have

declared [our message] in His presence: He is, as it were, a child, and like a root in thirsty ground; He has no

form nor glory, yea, we saw Him, and He had no form nor comeliness; but His form was without eminence,

yea, deficient in comparison with the [ordinary] form of men. He is a man exposed to stripes and suffering,

anti acquainted with the endurance of grief: for His countenance was turned away; He was despised, and

not esteemed. He bears our iniquities, and is in sorrow for our sakes; yet we supposed that [on His own



account] He was exposed to labour, and stripes, and affliction. But He was wounded for our transgressions,

and bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we were

healed. All we, like sheep, have gone astray; [every] man has wandered in his own way; and the Lord has

delivered Him up for our sins, while He in the midst of His sufferings openeth not His mouth. He was

brought as a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before her shearer is dumb, so He openeth not His

mouth. In His humiliation His judgment was taken away; who shall declare His generation? for His life is

taken from the earth. For the transgressions of my people was He brought down to death. And I will give

the wicked for His sepulchre, and the rich for His death, because He did no iniquity, neither was guile

found in His mouth. And the Lord is pleased to purify Him by stripes. If ye make an offering for sin, your

soul shall see a long-lived seed. And the Lord is pleased to relieve Him of the affliction of His soul, to show

Him light, and to form Him with understanding, to justify the Just One who ministereth well to many; and

the Himself shall carry their sins. On this account He shall inherit many, and shall divide the spoil of the

strong; because His soul was delivered to death, and He was reckoned among the transgressors, and He bare

the sins of many, and for their sins was He delivered." And again He saith, "I am a worm, and no man; a

reproach of men, and despised of the people. All that see Me have derided Me; they have spoken with their

lips; they have wagged their head, [saying] He hoped in God, let Him deliver Him, let Him save Him, since

He delighteth in Him." Ye see, beloved, what is the example which has been given us; for if the Lord thus

humbled Himself, what shall we do who have through Him come under the yoke of His grace?

Chapter XVII · The Saints as Examples of Humility.

Let us be imitators also of those who in goat-skins and sheep-skins went about proclaiming the coming of

Christ; I mean Elijah, Elisha, and Ezekiel among the prophets, with those others to whom a like testimony is

borne [in Scripture]. Abraham was specially honoured, and was called the friend of God; yet he, earnestly

regarding the glory of God, humbly declared, "I am but dust and ashes." Moreover, it is thus written of Job,

"Job was a righteous man, and blameless, truthful, God-fearing, and one that kept himself from all evil."

But bringing an accusation against himself, he said, "No man is free from defilement, even if his life be but

of one day." Moses was called faithful in all God's house; and through his instrumentality, God punished

Egypt with plagues and tortures. Yet he, though thus greatly honoured, did not adopt lofty language, but

said, when the divine oracle came to him out of the bush, "Who am I, that Thou sendest me? I am a man of

a feeble voice and a slow tongue." And again he said, "I am but as the smoke of a pot."

Chapter XVIII · David as an Example of Humility.

But what shall we say concerning David, to whom such testimony was borne, and of whom God said, "I

have found a man after Mine own heart, David the son of Jesse; and in everlasting mercy have I anointed

him? " Yet this very man saith to God, "Have mercy on me, O Lord, according to Thy great mercy; and

according to the multitude of Thy compassions, blot out my transgression. Wash me still more from mine



iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. For I acknowledge my iniquity, and my sin is ever before me. Against

Thee only have I sinned, and done that which was evil in Thy sight; that Thou mayest be justified in Thy

sayings, and mayest overcome when Thou art judged. For, behold, I was conceived in transgressions, and in

my sins did my mother conceive me. For, behold, Thou hast loved truth; the secret and hidden things of

wisdom hast Thou shown me. Thou shalt sprinkle me with hyssop, and I shall be cleansed; Thou shalt wash

me, and I shall be whiter than snow. Thou shalt make me to hear joy and gladness; my bones, which have

been humbled, shall exult. Turn away Thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities. Create in me

a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take

not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Thy salvation, and establish me by Thy governing

Spirit. I will teach transgressors Thy ways, and the ungodly shall be converted unto Thee. Deliver me from

blood-guiltiness, O God, the God of my salvation: my tongue shall exult in Thy righteousness. O Lord,

Thou shalt open my mouth, and my lips shall show forth Thy praise. For if Thou hadst desired sacrifice, I

would have given it; Thou wilt not delight in burnt-offerings. The sacrifice [acceptable] to God is a bruised

spirit; a broken and a contrite heart God will not despise."

Chapter XIX · Imitating These Examples, Let Us Seek After Peace.

Thus the humility and godly submission of so great and illustrious men have rendered not only us, but also

all the generations before us, better; even as many as have received His oracles in fear and truth. Wherefore,

having so many great and glorious examples set before us, let us turn again to the practice of that peace

which from the beginning was the mark set before us; and let us look stedfastly to the Father and Creator of

the universe, and cleave to His mighty and surpassingly great gifts and benefactions, of peace. Let us

contemplate Him with our understanding, and look with the eyes of our soul to His long-suffering will. Let

us reflect how free from wrath He is towards all His creation.

Chapter XX · The Peace and Harmony of the Universe.

The heavens, revolving under His government, are subject to Him in peace. Day and night run the course

appointed by Him, in no wise hindering each other. The sun and moon, with the companies of the stars,

roll on in harmony according to His command, within their prescribed limits, and without any deviation.

The fruitful earth, according to His will, brings forth food in abundance, at the proper seasons, for man

and beast and all the living beings upon it, never hesitating, nor changing any of the ordinances which He

has fixed. The unsearchable places of abysses, and the indescribable arrangements of the lower world, are

restrained by the same laws. The vast unmeasurable sea, gathered together by His working into various

basins, never passes beyond the bounds placed around it, but does as He has commanded. For He said,

"Thus far shalt thou come, and thy waves shall be broken within thee." The ocean, impassible to man, and

the worlds beyond it, are regulated by the same enactments of the Lord. The seasons of spring, summer,

autumn, and winter, peacefully give place to one another. The winds in their several quarters fulfil, at the



proper time, their service without hindrance. The ever-flowing fountains, formed both for enjoyment and

health, furnish without fail their breasts for the life of men. The very smallest of living beings meet together

in peace and concord. All these the great Creator and Lord of all has appointed to exist in peace and

harmony; while He does good to all, but most abundantly to us who have fled for refuge to His

compassions through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom be glory and majesty for ever and ever. Amen.



Day 4

1  C L E M E N T  2 1 – 4 0

Chapter XXI · Let Us Obey God, and Not the Authors of Sedition.

Take heed, beloved, lest His many kindnesses lead to the condemnation of us all. [For thus it must be]

unless we walk worthy of Him, and with one mind do those things which are good and well-pleasing in His

sight. For [the Scripture] saith in a certain place, "The Spirit of the Lord is a candle searching the secret parts

of the belly." Let us reflect how near He is, and that none of the thoughts or reasonings in which we engage

are hid from Him. It is right, therefore, that we should not leave the post which His will has assigned us. Let

us rather offend those men who are foolish, and inconsiderate, and lifted up, and who glory in the pride of

their speech, than [offend] God. Let us reverence the Lord Jesus Christ, whose blood was given for us; let us

esteem those who have the rule over us; let us honour the aged among us; let us train up the young men in

the fear of God; let us direct our wives to that which is good. Let them exhibit the lovely habit of purity [in

all their conduct]; let them show forth the sincere disposition of meekness; let them make manifest the

command which they have of their tongue, by their manner of speaking; let them display their love, not by

preferring one to another, but by showing equal affection to all that piously fear God. Let your children be

partakers of true Christian training; let them learn of how great avail humility is with God-how much the

spirit of pure affection can prevail with Him-how excellent and great His fear is, and how it saves all those

who walk in it with a pure mind. For He is a Searcher of the thoughts and desires [of the heart]: His breath

is in us; and when He pleases, He will take it away.

Chapter XXII · These Exhortations are Confirmed by the Christian Faith, Which Proclaims

the Misery of Sinful Conduct.

Now the faith which is in Christ confirms all these [admonitions]. For He Himself by the Holy Ghost thus

addresses us: "Come, ye children, hearken unto Me; I will teach you the fear of the Lord. What man is he

that desireth life, and loveth to see good days? Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile.

Depart from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it. The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and

His ears are [open] unto their prayers. The face of the Lord is against them that do evil, to cut off the

remembrance of them from the earth. The righteous cried, and the Lord heard him, and delivered him out

of all his troubles." "Many are the stripes [appointed for] the wicked; but mercy shall compass those about

who hope in the Lord."

Chapter XXIII · Be Humble, and Believe that Christ Will Come Again.



The all-merciful and beneficent Father has bowels [of compassion] towards those that fear Him, and kindly

and lovingly bestows His favours upon those who come to Him with a simple mind. Wherefore let us not

be double-minded; neither let our soul be lifted up on account of His exceedingly great and glorious gifts.

Far from us be that which is written, "Wretched are they who are of a double mind, and of a doubting heart;

who say, These things we have heard even in the times of our fathers; but, behold, we have grown old, and

none of them has happened unto us." Ye foolish ones! compare yourselves to a tree: take [for instance] the

vine. First of all, it sheds its leaves, then it buds, next it puts forth leaves, and then it flowers; after that comes

the sour grape, and then follows the ripened fruit. Ye perceive how in a little time the fruit of a tree comes to

maturity. Of a truth, soon and suddenly shall His will be accomplished, as the Scripture also bears witness,

saying, "Speedily will He come, and will not tarry; " and, "The Lord shall suddenly come to His temple,

even the Holy One, for whom ye look."

Chapter XXIV · God Continually Shows Us in Nature that There Will Be a Resurrection.

Let us consider, beloved, how the Lord continually proves to us that there shall be a future resurrection, of

which He has rendered the Lord Jesus Christ the first-fruits by raising Him from the dead. Let us

contemplate, beloved, the resurrection which is at all times taking place. Day and night declare to us a

resurrection. The night sinks to sleep, and the day arises; the day [again] departs, and the night comes on.

Let us behold the fruits [of the earth], how the sowing of grain takes place. The sower goes forth, and casts

it into the ground; and the seed being thus scattered, though dry and naked when it fell upon the earth, is

gradually dissolved. Then out of its dissolution the mighty power of the providence of the Lord raises it up

again, and from one seed many arise and bring forth fruit.

Chapter XXV · The Phoenix an Emblem of Our Resurrection.

Let us consider that wonderful sign [of the resurrection] which takes place in Eastern lands, that is, in

Arabia and the countries round about. There is a certain bird which is called a phoenix. This is the only one

of its kind, and lives five hundred years. And when the time of its dissolution draws near that it must die, it

builds itself a nest of frankincense, and myrrh, and other spices, into which, when the time is fulfilled, it

enters and dies. But as the flesh decays a certain kind of worm is produced, which, being nourished by the

juices of the dead bird, brings forth feathers. Then, when it has acquired strength, it takes up that nest in

which are the bones of its parent, and bearing these it passes from the land of Arabia into Egypt, to the city

called Heliopolis. And, in open day, flying in the sight of all men, it places them on the altar of the sun, and

having done this, hastens back to its former abode. The priests then inspect the registers of the dates, and

find that it has returned exactly as the five hundredth year was completed.

Chapter XXVI · We Shall Rise Again, Then, as the Scripture Also Testifies.



Do we then deem it any great and wonderful thing for the Maker of all things to raise up again those that

have piously served Him in the assurance of a good faith, when even by a bird He shows us the mightiness

of His power to fulfil His promise? For [the Scripture] saith in a certain place, "Thou shalt raise me up, and

I shall confess unto Thee; " and again, "I laid me down, and slept; I awaked, because Thou art with me; "

and again, Job says, "Thou shalt raise up this flesh of mine, which has suffered all these things."

Chapter XXVII · In the Hope of the Resurrection, Let Us Cleave to the Omnipotent and

Omniscient God.

Having then this hope, let our souls be bound to Him who is faithful in His promises, and just in His

judgments. He who has commanded us not to lie, shall much more Himself not lie; for nothing is

impossible with God, except to lie. Let His faith therefore be stirred up again within us, and let us consider

that all things are nigh unto Him. By the word of His might He established all things, and by His word He

can overthrow them. "Who shall say unto Him, What hast thou done? or, Who shall resist the power of His

strength? " When and as He pleases He will do all things, and none of the things determined by Him shall

pass away. All things are open before Him, and nothing can be hidden from His counsel. "The heavens

declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth His handy-work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and

night unto night showeth knowledge. And there are no words or speeches of which the voices are not

heard."

Chapter XXVIII · God Sees All Things: Therefore Let Us Avoid Transgression.

Since then all things are seen and heard [by God], let us fear Him, and forsake those wicked works which

proceed from evil desires; so that, through His mercy, we may be protected from the judgments to come.

For whither can any of us flee from His mighty hand? Or what world will receive any of those who run away

from Him? For the Scripture saith in a certain place, "Whither shall I go, and where shall I be hid from Thy

presence? If I ascend into heaven, Thou art there; if I go away even to the uttermost parts of the earth, there

is Thy right hand; if I make my bed in the abyss, there is Thy Spirit." Whither, then, shall any one go, or

where shall he escape from Him who comprehends all things?

Chapter XXIX · Let Us Also Draw Near to God in Purity of Heart.

Let us then draw near to Him with holiness of spirit, lifting up pure and undefiled hands unto Him, loving

our gracious and merciful Father, who has made us partakers in the blessings of His elect. For thus it is

written, "When the Most High divided the nations, when He scattered the sons of Adam, He fixed the

bounds of the nations according to the number of the angels of God. His people Jacob became the portion

of the Lord, and Israel the lot of His inheritance." And in another place [the Scripture] saith, "Behold, the

Lord taketh unto Himself a nation out of the midst of the nations, as a man takes the first-fruits of his

threshing-floor; and from that nation shall come forth the Most Holy.



Chapter XXX · Let Us Do Those Things that Please God, and Flee from Those He Hates, that

We May Be Blessed.

Seeing, therefore, that we are the portion of the Holy One, let us do all those things which pertain to

holiness, avoiding all evil-speaking, all abominable and impure embraces, together with all drunkenness,

seeking after change, all abominable lusts, detestable adultery, and execrable pride. "For God," saith [the

Scripture], "resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble." Let us cleave, then, to those to whom

grace has been given by God. Let us clothe ourselves with concord and humility, ever exercising self-control,

standing far off from all whispering and evil-speaking, being justified by our works, and not our words. For

[the Scripture] saith, "He that speaketh much, shall also hear much in answer. And does he that is ready in

speech deem himself righteous? Blessed is he that is born of woman, who liveth but a short time: be not

given to much speaking." Let our praise be in God, and not of ourselves; for God hateth those that

commend themselves. Let testimony to our good deeds be borne by others, as it was in the case of our

righteous forefathers. Boldness, and arrogance, and audacity belong to those that are accursed of God; but

moderation, humility, and meekness to such as are blessed by Him.

Chapter XXXI · Let Us See by What Means We May Obtain the Divine Blessing.

Let us cleave then to His blessing, and consider what are the means of possessing it. Let us think over the

things which have taken place from the beginning. For what reason was our father Abraham blessed? was it

not because he wrought righteousness and truth through faith? Isaac, with perfect confidence, as if

knowing what was to happen, cheerfully yielded himself as a sacrifice Jacob, through reason of his brother,

went forth with humility from his own land, and came to Laban and served him; and there was given to

him the sceptre of the twelve tribes of Israel.

Chapter XXXII · We are Justified Not by Our Own Works, But by Faith.

Whosoever will candidly consider each particular, will recognise the greatness of the gifts which were given

by him. For from him have sprung the priests and all the Levites who minister at the altar of God. From

him also [was descended] our Lord Jesus Christ according to the flesh. From him [arose] kings, princes, and

rulers of the race of Judah. Nor are his other tribes in small glory, inasmuch as God had promised, "Thy

seed shall be as the stars of heaven." All these, therefore, were highly honoured, and made great, not for their

own sake, or for their own works, or for the righteousness which they wrought, but through the operation

of His will. And we, too, being called by His will in Christ Jesus, are not justified by ourselves, nor by our

own wisdom, or understanding, or godliness, or works which we have wrought in holiness of heart; but by

that faith through which, from the beginning, Almighty God has justified all men; to whom be glory for

ever and ever. Amen.



Chapter XXXIII · But Let Us Not Owe Up the Practice of Good Works and Love. God Himself

is an Example to Us of Good Works.

What shall we do, then, brethren? Shall we become slothful in well-doing, and cease from the practice of

love? God forbid that any such course should be followed by us! But rather let us hasten with all energy and

readiness of mind to perform every good work. For the Creator and Lord of all Himself rejoices in His

works. For by His infinitely great power He established the heavens, and by His incomprehensible wisdom

He adorned them. He also divided the earth from the water which surrounds it, and fixed it upon the

immoveable foundation of His own will. The animals also which are upon it He commanded by His own

word into existence. So likewise, when He had formed the sea, and the living creatures which are in it, He

enclosed them [within their proper bounds] by His own power. Above all, with His holy and undefiled

hands He formed man, the most excellent [of His creatures], and truly great through the understanding

given him-the express likeness of His own image. For thus says God: "Let us make man in Our image, and

after Our likeness. So God made man; male and female He created them." Having thus finished all these

things, He approved them, and blessed them, and said, "Increase and multiply." We see, then, how all

righteous men have been adorned with good works, and how the Lord Himself, adorning Himself with His

works, rejoiced. Having therefore such an example, let us without delay accede to His will, and let us work

the work of righteousness with our whole strength.

Chapter XXXIV · Great is the Reward of Good Works with God. Joined Together in Harmony,

Let Us Implore that Reward from Him.

The good servant receives the bread of his labour with confidence; the lazy and slothful cannot look his

employer in the face. It is requisite, therefore, that we be prompt in the practice of well-doing; for of Him

are all things. And thus He forewarns us: "Behold, the Lord [cometh], and His reward is before His face, to

render to every man according to his work." He exhorts us, therefore, with our whole heart to attend to this,

that we be not lazy or slothful in any good work. Let our boasting and our confidence be in Him. Let us

submit ourselves to His will. Let us consider the whole multitude of His angels, how they stand ever ready

to minister to His will. For the Scripture saith, "Ten thousand times ten thousand stood around Him, and

thousands of thousands ministered unto Him, and cried, Holy, holy, holy, [is] the Lord of Sabaoth; the

whole creation is full of His glory." And let us therefore, conscientiously gathering together in harmony, cry

to Him earnestly, as with one mouth, that we may be made partakers of His great and glorious promises.

For [the Scripture] saith, "Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the

things which He hath prepared for them that wait for Him."

Chapter XXXV · Immense is This Reward. How Shall We Obtain It?



How blessed and wonderful, beloved, are the gifts of God! Life in immortality, splendour in righteousness,

truth in perfect confidence, faith in assurance, self-control in holiness! And all these fall under the

cognizance of our understandings [now]; what then shall those things be which are prepared for such as

wait for Him? The Creator and Father of all worlds, the Most Holy, alone knows their amount and their

beauty. Let us therefore earnestly strive to be found in the number of those that wait for Him, in order that

we may share in His promised gifts. But how, beloved, shall this be done? If our understanding be fixed by

faith rewards God; if we earnestly seek the things which are pleasing and acceptable to Him; if we do the

things which are in harmony with His blameless will; and if we follow the way of truth, casting away from

us all unrighteousness and iniquity, along with all covetousness, strife, evil practices, deceit, whispering, and

evil-speaking, all hatred of God, pride and haughtiness, vainglory and ambition. For they that do such

things are hateful to God; and not only they that do them, but also those that take pleasure in them that do

them. For the Scripture saith, "But to the sinner God said, Wherefore dost thou declare my statutes, and

take my covenant into thy mouth, seeing thou hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee? When

thou sawest a thief, thou consentedst with him, and didst make thy portion with adulterers. Thy mouth has

abounded with wickedness, and thy tongue contrived deceit. Thou sittest, and speakest against thy brother;

thou slanderest thine own mother's son. These things thou hast done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest,

wicked one, that I should be like to thyself. But I will reprove thee, and set thyself before thee. Consider

now these things, ye that forget God, lest He tear you in pieces, like a lion, and there be none to deliver. The

sacrifice of praise will glorify Me, and a way is there by which I will show him the salvation of God."

Chapter XXXVI · All Blessings are Given to Us Through Christ.

This is the way, beloved, in which we find our Saviour, even Jesus Christ, the High Priest of all our

offerings, the defender and helper of our infirmity. By Him we look up to the heights of heaven. By Him we

behold, as in a glass, His immaculate and most excellent visage. By Him are the eyes of our hearts opened.

By Him our foolish and darkened understanding blossoms up anew towards His marvellous light. By Him

the Lord has willed that we should taste of immortal knowledge, "who, being the brightness of His majesty,

is by so much greater than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent name than they."

For it is thus written, "Who maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire." But concerning His

Son the Lord spoke thus: "Thou art my Son, to-day have I begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I will give Thee

the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession." And again He

saith to Him, "Sit Thou at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." But who are His

enemies? All the wicked, and those who set themselves to oppose the will of God.

Chapter XXXVII · Christ is Our Leader, and We His Soldiers.

Let us then, men and brethren, with all energy act the part of soldiers, in accordance with His holy

commandments. Let us consider those who serve under our generals, with what order, obedience, and



submissiveness they perform the things which are commanded them. All are not prefects, nor commanders

of a thousand, nor of a hundred, nor of fifty, nor the like, but each one in his own rank performs the things

commanded by the king and the generals. The great cannot subsist without the small, nor the small without

the great. There is a kind of mixture in all things, and thence arises mutual advantage. Let us take our body

for an example. The head is nothing without the feet, and the feet are nothing without the head; yea, the

very smallest members of our body are necessary and useful to the whole body. But all work harmoniously

together, and are under one common rule for the preservation of the whole body.

Chapter XXXVIII · Let the Members of the Church Submit Themselves, and No One Exalt

Himself Above Another.

Let our whole body, then, be preserved in, Christ Jesus; and let every one be subject to his neighbour,

according to the special gift bestowed upon him. Let the strong not despise the weak, and let the weak show

respect unto the strong. Let the rich man provide for the wants of the poor; and let the poor man bless

God, because He hath given him one by whom his need may be supplied. Let the wise man display his

wisdom, not by [mere] words, but through good deeds. Let the humble not bear testimony to himself, but

leave witness to be borne to him by another. Let him that is pure in the flesh not grow proud of it, and

boast, knowing that it was another who bestowed on him the gift of continence. Let us consider, then,

brethren, of what matter we were made,-who and what manner of beings we came into the world, as it were

out of a sepulchre, and from utter darkness. He who made us and fashioned us, having prepared His

bountiful gifts for us before we were born, introduced us into His world. Since, therefore, we receive all

these things from Him, we ought for everything to give Him thanks; to whom be glory for ever and ever.

Amen.

Chapter XXXIX · There is No Reason for Self-Conceit.

Foolish and inconsiderate men, who have neither wisdom nor instruction, mock and deride us, being eager

to exalt themselves in their own conceits. For what can a mortal man do? or what strength is there in one

made out of the dust? For it is written, "There was no shape before mine eyes, only I heard a sound, and a

voice [saying], What then? Shall a man be pure before the Lord? or shall such an one be [counted] blameless

in his deeds, seeing He does not confide in His servants, and has charged even His angels with perversity?

The heaven is not clean in His sight: how much less they that dwell in houses of clay, of which also we

ourselves were made! He smote them as a moth; and from morning even until evening they endure not.

Because they could furnish no assistance to themselves, they perished. He breathed upon them, and they

died, because they had no wisdom. But call now, if any one will answer thee, or if thou wilt look to any of

the holy angels; for wrath destroys the foolish man, and envy killeth him that is in error. I have seen the

foolish taking root, but their habitation was presently consumed. Let their sons be far from safety; let them



be despised before the gates of those less than themselves, and there shall be none to deliver. For what was

prepared for them, the righteous shall eat; and they shall not be delivered from evil."

Chapter XL · Let Us Preserve in the Church the Order Appointed by God.

These things therefore being manifest to us, and since we look into the depths of the divine knowledge, it

behoves us to do all things in [their proper] order, which the Lord has commanded us to perform at stated

times. He has enjoined offerings [to be presented] and service to be performed [to Him], and that not

thoughtlessly or irregularly, but at the appointed times and hours. Where and by whom He desires these

things to be done, He Himself has fixed by His own supreme will, in order that all things being piously

done according to His good pleasure, may be acceptable unto Him. Those, therefore, who present their

offerings at the appointed times, are accepted and blessed; for inasmuch as they follow the laws of the Lord,

they sin not. For his own peculiar services are assigned to the high priest, and their own proper place is

prescribed to the priests, and their own special ministrations devolve on the Levites. The layman is bound

by the laws that pertain to laymen.
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Chapter XLI · Continuation of the Same Subject.

Let every one of you, brethren, give thanks to God in his own order, living in all good conscience, with

becoming gravity, and not going beyond the rule of the ministry prescribed to him. Not in every place,

brethren, are the daily sacrifices offered, or the peace-offerings, or the sin-offerings and the trespass-offerings,

but in Jerusalem only. And even there they are not offered in any place, but only at the altar before the

temple, that which is offered being first carefully examined by the high priest and the ministers already

mentioned. Those, therefore, who do anything beyond that which is agreeable to His will, are punished

with death. Ye see, brethren, that the greater the knowledge that has been vouchsafed to us, the greater also

is the danger to which we are exposed.

Chapter XLII · The Order of Ministers in the Church.

The apostles have preached the Gospel to us from the Lord Jesus Christ; Jesus Christ [has done sol from

God. Christ therefore was sent forth by God, and the apostles by Christ. Both these appointments, then,

were made in an orderly way, according to the will of God. Having therefore received their orders, and being

fully assured by the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, and established in the word of God, with full

assurance of the Holy Ghost, they went forth proclaiming that the kingdom of God was at hand. And thus

preaching through countries and cities, they appointed the first-fruits [of their labours], having first proved

them by the Spirit, to be bishops and deacons of those who should afterwards believe. Nor was this any new

thing, since indeed many ages before it was written concerning bishops and deacons. For thus saith the

Scripture in a certain place, "I will appoint their bishops in righteousness, and their deacons in faith."

Chapter XLIII · Moses of Old Stilled the Contention Which Arose Concerning the Priestly

Dignity.

And what wonder is it if those in Christ who were entrusted with such a duty by God, appointed those

[ministers] before mentioned, when the blessed Moses also, "a faithful servant in all his house," noted down

in the sacred books all the injunctions which were given him, and when the other prophets also followed

him, bearing witness with one consent to the ordinances which he had appointed? For, when rivalry arose

concerning the priesthood, and the tribes were contending among themselves as to which of them should

be adorned with that glorious title, he commanded the twelve princes of the tribes to bring him their rods,

each one being inscribed with the name of the tribe. And he took them and bound them [together], and

sealed them with the rings of the princes of the tribes, and laid them up in the tabernacle of witness on the



table of God. And having shut the doors of the tabernacle, he sealed the keys, as he had done the rods, and

said to them, Men and brethren, the tribe whose rod shall blossom has God chosen to fulfil the office of the

priesthood, and to minister unto Him. And when the morning was come, he assembled all Israel, six

hundred thousand men, and showed the seals to the princes of the tribes, and opened the tabernacle of

witness, and brought forth the rods. And the rod of Aaron was found not only to have blossomed, but to

bear fruit upon it. What think ye, beloved? Did not Moses know beforehand that this would happen?

Undoubtedly he knew; but he acted thus, that there might be no sedition in Israel, and that the name of the

true and only God might be glorified; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Chapter XLIV · The Ordinances of the Apostles, that There Might Be No Contention

Respecting the Priestly Office.

Our apostles also knew, through our Lord Jesus Christ, that there would be strife on account of the office of

the episcopate. For this reason, therefore, inasmuch as they had obtained a perfect fore-knowledge of this,

they appointed those [ministers] already mentioned, and afterwards gave instructions, that when these

should fall asleep, other approved men should succeed them in their ministry. We are of opinion, therefore,

that those appointed by them, or afterwards by other eminent men, with the consent of the whole Church,

and who have blame-lessly served the flock of Christ in a humble, peaceable, and disinterested spirit, and

have for a long time possessed the good opinion of all, cannot be justly dismissed from the ministry. For our

sin will not be small, if we eject from the episcopate those who have blamelessly and holily fulfilled its

duties. Blessed are those presbyters who, having finished their course before now, have obtained a fruitful

and perfect departure [from this world]; for they have no fear lest any one deprive them of the place now

appointed them. But we see that ye have removed some men of excellent behaviour from the ministry,

which they fulfilled blamelessly and with honour.

Chapter XLV · It is the Part of the Wicked to Vex the Righteous.

Ye are fond of contention, brethren, and full of zeal about things which do not pertain to salvation. Look

carefully into the Scriptures, which are the true utterances of the Holy Spirit. Observe that nothing of an

unjust or counterfeit character is written in them. There you will not find that the righteous were cast off by

men who themselves were holy. The righteous were indeed persecuted, but only by the wicked. They were

cast into prison, but only by the unholy; they were stoned, but only by transgressors; they were slain, but

only by the accursed, and such as had conceived an unrighteous envy against them. Exposed to such

sufferings, they endured them gloriously. For what shall we say, brethren? Was Daniel cast into the den of

lions by such as feared God? Were Ananias, and Azarias, and Mishael shut up in a furnace of fire by those

who observed the great and glorious worship of the Most High? Far from us be such a thought! Who, then,

were they that did such things? The hateful, and those full of all wickedness, were roused to such a pitch of



fury, that they inflicted torture on those who served God with a holy and blameless purpose [of heart], not

knowing that the Most High is the Defender and Protector of all such as with a pure conscience venerate

His all-excellent name; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. But they who with confidence endured

[these things] are now heirs of glory and honour, and have been exalted and made illustrious by God in

their memorial for ever and ever. Amen.

Chapter XLVI · Let Us Cleave to the Righteous: Your Strife is Pernicious.

Such examples, therefore, brethren, it is right that we should follow; since it is written, "Cleave to the holy,

for those that cleave to them shall [themselves] be made holy." And again, in another place, [the Scripture]

saith, "With a harmless man thou shalt prove thyself harmless, and with an elect man thou shalt be elect,

and with a perverse man thou shalt show thyself perverse." Let us cleave, therefore, to the innocent and

righteous, since these are the elect of God. Why are there strifes, and tumults, and divisions, and schisms,

and wars among you? Have we not [all] one God and one Christ? Is there not one Spirit of grace poured

out upon us? And have we not one calling in Christ? Why do we divide and tear to pieces the members of

Christ, and raise up strife against our own body, and have reached such a height of madness as to forget that

"we are members one of another? " Remember the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, how He said, "Woe to

that man [by whom offences come]! It were better for him that he had never been born, than that he should

cast a stumbling-block before one of my elect. Yea, it were better for him that a millstone should be hung

about [his neck], and he should be sunk in the depths of the sea, than that he should cast a stumbling-block

before one of my little ones. Your schism has subverted [the faith of] many, has discouraged many, has given

rise to doubt in many, and has caused grief to us all. And still your sedition continueth.

Chapter XLVII · Your Recent Discord is Worse Than the Former Which Took Place in the

Times of Paul.

Take up the epistle of the blessed Apostle Paul. What did he write to you at the time when the Gospel first

began to be preached? Truly, under the inspiration of the Spirit, he wrote to you concerning himself, and

Cephas, and Apollos, because even then parties had been formed among you. But that inclination for one

above another entailed less guilt upon you, inasmuch as your partialities were then shown towards apostles,

already of high reputation, and towards a man whom they had approved. But now reflect who those are

that have perverted you, and lessened the renown of your far-famed brotherly love. It is disgraceful, beloved,

yea, highly disgraceful, and unworthy of your Christian profession, that such a thing should be heard of as

that the most stedfast and ancient Church of the Corinthians should, on account of one or two persons,

engage in sedition against its presbyters. And this rumour has reached not only us, but those also who are

unconnected with us; so that, through your infatuation, the name of the Lord is blasphemed, while danger

is also brought upon yourselves.



Chapter XLVIII · Let Us Return to the Practice of Brotherly Love.

Let us therefore, with all haste, put an end to this [state of things]; and let us fall down before the Lord, and

beseech Him with tears, that He would mercifully be reconciled to us, and restore us to our former seemly

and holy practice of brotherly love. For [such conduct] is the gate of righteousness, which is set open for the

attainment of life, as it is written, "Open to me the gates of righteousness; I will go in by them, and will

praise the Lord: this is the gate of the Lord: the righteous shall enter in by it." Although, therefore, many

gates have been set open, yet this gate of righteousness is that gate in Christ by which blessed are all they

that have entered in and have directed their way in holiness and righteousness, doing all things without

disorder. Let a man be faithful: let him be powerful in the utterance of knowledge; let him be wise in

judging of words; let him be pure in all his deeds; yet the more he seems to be superior to others [in these

respects], the more humble-minded ought he to be, and to seek the common good of all, and not merely his

own advantage.

Chapter XLIX · The Praise of Love.

Let him who has love in Christ keep the commandments of Christ. Who can describe the [blessed] bond of

the love of God? What man is able to tell the excellence of its beauty, as it ought to be told? The height to

which love exalts is unspeakable. Love unites us to God. Love covers a multitude of sins. Love beareth all

things, is long-suffering in all things. There is nothing base, nothing arrogant in love. Love admits of no

schisms: love gives rise to no seditions: love does all things in harmony. By love have all the elect of God been

made perfect; without love nothing is well-pleasing to God. In love has the Lord taken us to Himself. On

account of the Love he bore us, Jesus Christ our Lord gave His blood for us by the will of God; His flesh for

our flesh, and His soul for our souls.

Chapter L · Let Us Pray to Be Thought Worthy of Love.

Ye see, beloved, how great and wonderful a thing is love, and that there is no declaring its perfection. Who is

fit to be found in it, except such as God has vouchsafed to render so? Let us pray, therefore, and implore of

His mercy, that we may live blameless in love, free from all human partialities for one above another. All the

generations from Adam even unto this day have passed away; but those who, through the grace of God,

have been made perfect in love, now possess a place among the godly, and shall be made manifest at the

revelation of the kingdom of Christ. For it is written, "Enter into thy secret chambers for a little time, until

my wrath and fury pass away; and I will remember a propitious day, and will raise you up out of your

graves." Blessed are we, beloved, if we keep the commandments of God in the harmony of love; that so

through love our sins may be forgiven us. For it is written, "Blessed are they whose transgressions are

forgiven, and whose sins are covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord will not impute to him, and in



whose mouth there is no guile." This blessedness cometh upon those who have been chosen by God

through Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Chapter LI · Let the Partakers in Strife Acknowledge Their Sins.

Let us therefore implore forgiveness for all those transgressions which through any [suggestion] of the

adversary we have committed. And those who have been the leaders of sedition and disagreement ought to

have respect to the common hope. For such as live in fear and love would rather that they themselves than

their neighbours should be involved in suffering. And they prefer to bear blame themselves, rather than that

the concord which has been well and piously handed down to us should suffer. For it is better that a man

should acknowledge his transgressions than that he should harden his heart, as the hearts of those were

hardened who stirred up sedition against Moses the servant of God, and whose condemnation was made

manifest [unto all]. For they went down alive into Hades, and death swallowed them up. Pharaoh with his

army and all the princes of Egypt, and the chariots with their riders, were sunk in the depths of the Red Sea,

and perished, for no other reason than that their foolish hearts were hardened, after so many signs and

wonders had been wrought in the land of Egypt by Moses the servant of God.

Chapter LII · Such a Confession is Pleasing to God.

The Lord, brethren, stands in need of nothing; and He desires nothing of any one, except that confession be

made to Him. For, says the elect David, "I will confess unto the Lord ; and that will please Him more than a

young bullock that hath horns and hoofs. Let the poor see it, and be glad." And again he saith, "Offer unto

God the sacrifice of praise, and pay thy vows unto the Most High. And call upon Me in the day of thy

trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify Me." For "the sacrifice of God is a broken spirit."

Chapter LIII · The Love of Moses Towards His People.

Ye understand, beloved, ye understand well the Sacred Scriptures, and ye have looked very earnestly into the

oracles of God. Call then these things to your remembrance. When Moses went up into the mount, and

abode there, with fasting and humiliation, forty days and forty nights, the Lord said unto him, "Moses,

Moses, get thee down quickly from hence; for thy people whom thou didst bring out of the land of Egypt

have committed iniquity. They have speedily departed from the way in which I commanded them to walk,

and have made to themselves molten images." And the Lord said unto him, "I have spoken to thee once and

again, saying, I have seen this people, and, behold, it is a stiff-necked people: let Me destroy them, and blot

out their name from under heaven; and I will make thee a great and wonderful nation, and one much more

numerous than this." But Moses said, "Far be it from Thee, Lord: pardon the sin of this people; else blot me

also out of the book of the living." O marvellous love! O insuperable perfection! The servant speaks freely to

his Lord, and asks forgiveness for the people, or begs that he himself might perish along with them.



Chapter LIV · He Who is Full of Love Will Incur Every Loss, that Peace May Be Restored to

the Church.

Who then among you is noble-minded? who compassionate? who full of love? Let him declare, "If on my

account sedition and disagreement and schisms have arisen, I will depart, I will go away whithersoever ye

desire, and I will do whatever the majority commands; only let the flock of Christ live on terms of peace

with the presbyters set over it." He that acts thus shall procure to himself great glory in the Lord; and every

place will welcome him. For "the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof." These things they who live a

godly life, that is never to be repented of, both have done and always will do.

Chapter LV · Examples of Such Love.

To bring forward some examples from among the heathen: Many kings and princes, in times of pestilence,

when they had been instructed by an oracle, have given themselves up to death, in order that by their own

blood they might deliver their fellow-citizens [from destruction]. Many have gone forth from their own

cities, that so sedition might be brought to an end within them. We know many among ourselves who have

given themselves up to bonds, in order that they might ransom others. Many, too, have surrendered

themselves to slavery, that with the price which they received for themselves, they might provide food for

others. Many women also, being strengthened by the grace of God, have performed numerous manly

exploits. The blessed Judith, when her city was besieged, asked of the elders permission to go forth into the

camp of the strangers; and, exposing herself to danger, she went out for the love which she bare to her

country and people then besieged; and the Lord delivered Holofernes into the hands of a woman. Esther

also, being perfect in faith, exposed herself to no less danger, in order to deliver the twelve tribes of Israel

from impending destruction. For with fasting and humiliation she entreated the everlasting God, who seeth

all things; and He, perceiving the humility of her spirit, delivered the people for whose sake she had

encountered peril. .

Chapter LVI · Let Us Admonish and Correct One Another.

Let us then also pray for those who have fallen into any sin, that meekness and humility may be given to

them, so that they may submit, not unto us, but to the will of God. For in this way they shall secure a

fruitful and perfect remembrance from us, with sympathy for them, both in our prayers to God, and our

mention of them to the saints. Let us receive correction, beloved, on account of which no one should feel

displeased. Those exhortations by which we admonish one another are both good [in themselves] and

highly profitable, for they tend to unite us to the will of God. For thus saith the holy Word: "The Lord hath

severely chastened me, yet hath not given me over to death." "For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and

scourgeth every son whom He receiveth." "The righteous," saith it, "shall chasten me in mercy, and reprove

me; but let not the oil of sinners make fat my head." And again he saith, "Blessed is the man whom the Lord



reproveth, and reject not thou the warning of the Almighty. For He causes sorrow, and again restores [to

gladness]; He woundeth, and His hands make whole. He shall deliver thee in six troubles, yea, in the

seventh no evil shall touch thee. In famine He shall rescue thee from death, and in war He shall free thee

from the power of the sword. From the scourge of the tongue will He hide thee, and thou shalt not fear

when evil cometh. Thou shalt laugh at the unrighteous and the wicked, and shalt not be afraid of the beasts

of the field. For the wild beasts shall be at peace with thee: then shalt thou know that thy house shall be in

peace, and the habitation of thy tabernacle shall not fail. Thou shall know also that thy seed shall be great,

and thy children like the grass of the field. And thou shall come to the grave like ripened corn which is

reaped in its season, or like a heap of the threshing-floor which is gathered together at the proper time." Ye

see, beloved, that protection is afforded to those that are chastened of the Lord; for since God is good, He

corrects us, that we may be admonished by His holy chastisement.

Chapter LVII · Let the Authors of Sedition Submit Themselves.

Ye therefore, who laid the foundation of this sedition, submit yourselves to the presbyters, and receive

correction so as to repent, bending the knees of your hearts. Learn to be subject, laying aside the proud and

arrogant self-confidence of your tongue. For it is better for you that ye should occupy a humble but

honourable place in the flock of Christ, than that, being highly exalted, ye should be cast out from the hope

of His people. For thus speaketh all-virtuous Wisdom: " Behold, I will bring forth to you the words of My

Spirit, and I will teach you My speech. Since I called, and ye did not hear; I held forth My words, and ye

regarded not, but set at naught My counsels, and yielded not at My reproofs; therefore I too will laugh at

your destruction; yea, I will rejoice when ruin cometh upon you, and when sudden confusion overtakes

you, when overturning presents itself like a tempest, or when tribulation and oppression fall upon you. For

it shall come to pass, that when ye call upon Me, I will not hear you; the wicked shall seek Me, and they shall

not find Me. For they hated wisdom, and did not choose the fear of the Lord; nor would they listen to My

counsels, but despised My reproofs. Wherefore they shall eat the fruits of their own way, and they shall be

filled with their own ungodliness." ...

Chapter LVIII · Blessings Sought for All that Call Upon God.

May God, who seeth all things, and who is the Ruler of all spirits and the Lord of all flesh-who chose our

Lord Jesus Christ and us through Him to be a peculiar people-grant to every soul that calleth upon His

glorious and holy Name, faith, fear, peace, patience, long-suffering, self-control, purity, and sobriety, to the

well-pleasing of His Name, through our High Priest and Protector, Jesus Christ, by whom be to Him glory,

and majesty, and power, and honour, both now and for evermore. Amen.

Chapter LIX · The Corinthians are Exhorted Speedily to Send Back Word that Peace Has Been

Restored. The Benediction.



Send back speedily to us in peace and with joy these our messengers to you: Claudius Ephebus and Valerius

Bito, with Fortunatus: that they may the sooner announce to us the peace and harmony we so earnestly

desire and long for [among you], and that we may the more quickly rejoice over the good order re-

established among you. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you, and with all everywhere that are the

called of God through Him, by whom be to Him glory, honour, power, majesty, and eternal dominion,

from everlasting to everlasting. Amen.
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Chapter I · Praise of the Ephesians.

I have become acquainted with your name, much-beloved in God, which ye have acquired by the habit of

righteousness, according to the faith and love in Jesus Christ our Saviour. Being the followers of God, and

stirring up yourselves by the blood of God, ye have perfectly accomplished the work which was beseeming

to you. For, on hearing that I came bound from Syria for the common name and hope, trusting through

your prayers to be permitted to fight with beasts at Rome, that so by martyrdom I may indeed become the

disciple of Him "who gave Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God," [ye hastened to see me ]. I

received, therefore, your whole multitude in the name of God, through Onesimus, a man of inexpressible

love, and your bishop in the flesh, whom I pray you by Jesus Christ to love, and that you would all seek to

be like him. And blessed be He who has granted unto you, being worthy, to obtain such an excellent bishop.

I have become acquainted with your greatly-desired name in God, which ye have acquired by the habit of

righteousness, according to the faith and love in Christ Jesus our Saviour. Being the followers of the love of

God towards man, and stirring up yourselves by the blood of Christ, you have perfectly accomplished the

work which was beseeming to you. For, on hearing that I came bound from Syria for the sake of Christ, our

common hope, trusting through your prayers to be permitted to fight with beasts at Rome, that so by

martyrdom I may indeed become the disciple of Him "who gave Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice

to God," [ye hastened to see me ]. I have therefore received your whole multitude in the name of God,

through Onesimus, a man of inexpressible love, and who is your bishop, whom I pray you by Jesus Christ

to love, and that you would all seek to be like him. Blessed be God, who has granted unto you, who are

yourselves so excellent, to obtain such an excellent bishop.

Chapter II · Congratulations and Entreaties.

As to my fellow-servant Burrhus, your deacon in regard to God and blessed in all things, I beg that he may

continue longer, both for your honour and that of your bishop. And Crocus also, worthy both of God and

you, whom I have received as the manifestation of your love, hath in all things refreshed me, as the Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ shall also refresh him; together with Onesimus, and Burrhus, and Euplus, and

Fronto, by means of whom, I have, as to love, beheld all of you. May I always have joy of you, if indeed I be

worthy of it. It is therefore befitting that you should in every way glorify Jesus Christ, who hath glorified

you, that by a unanimous obedience "ye may be perfectly joined together in the same mind, and in the same

judgment, and may all speak the same thing concerning the same thing," and that, being subject to the

bishop and the presbytery, ye may in all respects be sanctified.



As to our fellow-servant Burrhus, your deacon in regard to God and blessed in all things, I pray that he may

continue blameless for the honour of the Church, and of your most blessed bishop. Crocus also, worthy

both of God and you, whom we have received as the manifestation of your love to us, hath in all things

refreshed me, and "hath not been ashamed of my chain," as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ will also

refresh him; together with Onesimus, and Burrhus, and Euplus, and Fronto, by means of whom I have, as

to love, beheld all of you. May I always have joy of you, if indeed I be worthy of it. It is therefore befitting

that you should in every way glorify Jesus Christ, who hath glorified you, that by a unanimous obedience

"ye may be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment, and may all speak the

same thing concerning the same thing," and that, being subject to the bishop and the presbytery, ye may in

all respects be sanctified.

Chapter III · Exhortations to Unity.

I do not issue orders to you, as if I were some great person. For though I am bound for the name [of

Christ], I am not yet perfect in Jesus Christ. For now I begin to be a disciple, and I speak to you as fellow-

disciples with me. For it was needful for me to have been stirred up by you in faith, exhortation, patience,

and long-suffering. But inasmuch as love suffers me not to be silent in regard to you, I have therefore taken

upon me first to exhort you that ye would all run together in accordance with the will of God. For even

Jesus Christ, our inseparable life, is the [manifested] will of the Father; as also bishops, settled everywhere to

the utmost bounds [of the earth], are so by the will of Jesus Christ.

I do not issue orders to you, as if I were some great person. For though I am bound for His name, I am not

yet perfect in Jesus Christ. For now I begin to be a disciple, and I speak to you as my fellow-servants. For it

was needful for me to have been admonished by you in faith, exhortation, patience, and long-suffering. But

inasmuch as love suffers me not to be silent in regard to you, I have therefore taken upon me first to exhort

you that ye would run together in accordance with the will of God. For even Jesus Christ does all things

according to the will of the Father, as He Himself declares in a certain place, "I do always those things that

please Him." Wherefore it behoves us also to live according to the will of God in Christ, and to imitate Him

as Paul did. For, says he, "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ."

Chapter IV · The Same Continued.

Wherefore it is fitting that ye should run together in accordance with the will of your bishop, which thing

also ye do. For your justly renowned presbytery, worthy of God, is fitted as exactly to the bishop as the

strings are to the harp. Therefore in your concord and harmonious love, Jesus Christ is sung. And do ye,

man by man, become a choir, that being harmonious in love, and taking up the song of God in unison, ye

may with one voice sing to the Father through Jesus Christ, so that He may both hear you, and perceive by



your works that ye are indeed the members of His Son. It is profitable, therefore, that you should live in an

unblameable unity, that thus ye may always enjoy communion with God.

Wherefore it is fitting that ye also should run together in accordance with the will of the bishop who by

God's appointment rules over you. Which thing ye indeed of yourselves do, being instructed by the Spirit.

For your justly-renowned presbytery, being worthy of God, is fitted as exactly to the bishop as the strings are

to the harp. Thus, being joined together in concord and harmonious love, of which Jesus Christ is the

Captain and Guardian, do ye, man by man, become but one choir; so that, agreeing together in concord,

and obtaining a perfect unity with God, ye may indeed be one in harmonious feeling with God the Father,

and His beloved Son Jesus Christ our Lord. For, says He, "Grant unto them, Holy Father, that as I and

Thou are one, they also may be one in us." It is therefore profitable that you, being joined together with

God in an unblameable unity, should be the followers of the example of Christ, of whom also ye are

members.

Chapter V · The Praise of Unity.

For if I in this brief space of time, have enjoyed such fellowship with your bishop-I mean not of a mere

human, but of a spiritual nature-how much more do I reckon you happy who are so joined to him as the

Church is to Jesus Christ, and as Jesus Christ is to the Father, that so all things may agree in unity! Let no

man deceive himself: if any one be not within the altar, he is deprived of the bread of God. For if the prayer

of one or two possesses such power, how much more that of the bishop and the whole Church! He,

therefore, that does not assemble with the Church, has even by this manifested his pride, and condemned

himself. For it is written, "God resisteth the proud." Let us be careful, then, not to set ourselves in

opposition to the bishop, in order that we may be subject to God.

For if I, in this brief space of time, have enjoyed such fellowship with your bishop-I mean not of a mere

human, but of a spiritual nature-how much more do I reckon you happy, who so depend on him as the

Church does on the Lord Jesus, and the Lord does on God and His Father, that so all things may agree in

unity! Let no man deceive himself: if any one be not within the altar, he is deprived of the bread of God. For

if the prayer of one or two possesses such power that Christ stands in the midst of them, how much more

will the prayer of the bishop and of the whole Church, ascending up in harmony to God, prevail for the

granting of all their petitions in Christ! He, therefore, that separates himself from such, and does not meet

in the society where sacrifices are offered, and with "the Church of the first-born whose names are written

in heaven," is a wolf in sheep's clothing, while he presents a mild outward appearance. Do ye, beloved, be

careful to be subject to the bishop, and the presbyters and the deacons. For he that is subject to these is

obedient to Christ, who has appointed them; but he that is disobedient to these is disobedient to Christ

Jesus. And "he that obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him." For he



that yields not obedience to his superiors is self-confident, quarrelsome, and proud. But" God," says [the

Scripture] "resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble ; " and, "The proud have greatly

transgressed." The Lord also says to the priests, "He that heareth you, heareth Me; and he that heareth Me,

heareth the Father that sent Me. He that despiseth you, despiseth Me; and he that despiseth Me, despiseth

Him that sent Me."

Chapter VI · Have Respect to the Bishop as to Christ Himself.

Now the more any one sees the bishop keeping silence, the more ought he to revere him. For we ought to

receive every one whom the Master of the house sends to be over His household, as we would do Him that

sent him. It is manifest, therefore, that we should look upon the bishop even as we would upon the Lord

Himself. And indeed Onesimus himself greatly commends your good order in God, that ye all live

according to the truth, and that no sect has any dwelling-place among you. Nor, indeed, do ye hearken to

any one rather than to Jesus Christ speaking in truth.

The more, therefore, you see the bishop silent, the more do you reverence him. For we ought to receive

every one whom the Master of the house sends to be over His household, as we would do Him that sent

him. It is manifest, therefore, that we should look upon the bishop even as we would look upon the Lord

Himself, standing, as he does, before the Lord. For "it behoves the man who looks carefully about him, and

is active in his business, to stand before kings, and not to stand before slothful men." And indeed Onesimus

himself greatly commends your good order in God, that ye all live according to the truth, and that no sect

`has any dwelling-place among you. Nor indeed do ye hearken to any one rather than to Jesus Christ, the

true Shepherd and Teacher. And ye are, as Paul wrote to you, "one body and one spirit, because ye have also

been called in one hope of the faith. Since also "there is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and

Father of all, who is over all, and through all, and in all." Such, then, are ye, having been taught by such

instructors, Paul the Christ-bearer, and Timothy the most faithful.

Chapter VII · Beware of False Teachers.

For some are in the habit of carrying about the name [of Jesus Christ] in wicked guile, while yet they

practise things unworthy of God, whom ye must flee as ye would wild beasts. For they are ravening dogs,

who bite secretly, against whom ye must be on your guard, inasmuch as they are men who can scarcely be

cured. There is one Physician who is possessed both of flesh and spirit; both made and not made; God

existing in flesh; true life in death; both of Mary and of God; first possible and then impossible,- even Jesus

Christ our Lord.

But some most worthless persons are in the habit of carrying about the name [of Jesus Christ] in wicked

guile, while yet they practise things unworthy of God, and hold opinions contrary to the doctrine of Christ,

to their own destruction, and that of those who give credit to them, whom you must avoid as ye would wild



beasts. For "the righteous man who avoids them is saved for ever; but the destruction of the ungodly is

sudden, and a subject of rejoicing." For "they are dumb dogs, that cannot bark," raving mad, and biting

secretly, against whom ye must be on your guard, since they labour under an incurable disease. But our

Physician is the only true God, the unbegotten and unapproachable, the Lord of all, the Father and

Begetter of the only-begotten Son. We have also as a Physician the Lord our God, Jesus the Christ, the only-

begotten Son and Word, before time began, but who afterwards became also man, of Mary the virgin. For

"the Word was made flesh." Being incorporeal, He was in the body; being impassible, He was in a passible

body; being immortal, He was in a mortal body; being life, He became subject to corruption, that He might

free our souls from death and corruption, and heal them, and might restore them to health, when they were

diseased with ungodliness and wicked lusts.

Chapter VIII · Renewed Praise of the Ephesians.

Let not then any one deceive you, as indeed ye are not deceived, inasmuch as ye are wholly devoted to God.

For since there is no strife raging among you which might distress you, ye are certainly living in accordance

with God's will. I am far inferior to you, and require to be sanctified by your Church of Ephesus, so

renowned throughout the world. They that are carnal cannot do those things which are spiritual, nor they

that are spiritual the things which are carnal; even as faith cannot do the works of unbelief, nor unbelief the

works of faith. But even those things which ye do according to the flesh are spiritual; for ye do all things in

Jesus Christ.

Let not then any one deceive you, as indeed ye are not deceived; for ye are wholly devoted to God. For when

there is no evil desire within you, which might defile and torment you, then do ye live in accordance with

the will of God, and are [the servants] of Christ. Cast ye out that which defiles you, who are of the most

holy Church of the Ephesians, which is so famous and celebrated throughout the world. They that are

carnal cannot do those things which are spiritual, nor they that are spiritual the things which are carnal;

even as faith cannot do the works of unbelief, nor unbelief the works of faith. But ye, being full of the Holy

Spirit, do nothing according to the flesh, but all things according to the Spirit. Ye are complete in Christ

Jesus, "who is the Saviour of all men, specially of them that believe."

Chapter IX · Ye Have Given No Heed to False Teachers.

Nevertheless, I have heard of some who have passed on from this to you, having false doctrine, whom ye did

not suffer to sow among you, but stopped your ears, that ye might not receive those things which were

sown by them, as being stones of the temple of the Father, prepared for the building of God the Father, and

drawn up on high by the instrument of Jesus Christ, which is the cross, making use of the Holy Spirit as a

rope, while your faith was the means by which you ascended, and your love the way which led up to God.

Ye, therefore, as well as all your fellow-travellers, are God-bearers, temple-bearers, Christ-bearers, bearers of



holiness, adorned in all respects with the commandments of Jesus Christ, in whom also I exult that I have

been thought worthy, by means of this Epistle, to converse and rejoice with you, because with respect to

your Christian life ye love nothing but God only.

Nevertheless, I have heard of some who have passed in among you, holding the wicked doctrine of the

strange and evil spirit; to whom ye did not allow entrance to sow their tares, but stopped your ears that ye

might not receive that error which was proclaimed by them, as being persuaded that that spirit which

deceives the people does not speak the things of Christ, but his own, for he is a lying spirit. But the Holy

Spirit does not speak His own things, but those of Christ, and that not from himself, but from the Lord;

even as the Lord also announced to us the things that He received from the Father. For, says He, "the word

which ye hear is not Mine, but the Father's, who sent Me." And says He of the Holy Spirit, "He shall not

speak of Himself, but whatsoever things He shall hear from Me." And He says of Himself to the Father, "I

have," says He, "glorified Thee upon the earth ; I have finished the work which, Thou gavest Me; I have

manifested Thy name to men." And of the Holy Ghost, "He shall glorify Me, for He receives of Mine." But

the spirit of deceit preaches himself, and speaks his own things, for he seeks to please himself. He glorifies

himself, for he is full of arrogance. He is lying, fraudulent, soothing, flattering, treacherous, rhapsodical,

trifling, inharmonious, verbose, sordid, and timorous. From his power Jesus Christ will deliver you, who

has founded you upon the rock, as being chosen stones, well fitted for the divine edifice of the Father, and

who are raised up on high by Christ, who was crucified for you, making use of the Holy Spirit as a rope, and

being borne up by faith, while exalted by love from earth to heaven, walking in company with those that are

undefiled. For, says [the Scripture], "Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the Lord."

Now the way is unerring, namely, Jesus Christ. For, says He, "I am the way and the life." And this way leads

to the Father. For "no man," says He, "cometh to the Father but by Me." Blessed, then, are ye who are God-

bearers, spirit-bearers, temple-bearers, bearers of holiness, adorned in all respects with the commandments

of Jesus Christ, being "a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people," on whose account I rejoice

exceedingly, and have had the privilege, by this Epistle, of conversing with "the saints which are at Ephesus,

the faithful in Christ Jesus." I rejoice, therefore, over you, that ye do not give heed to vanity, and love

nothing according to the flesh, but according to God.

Chapter X · Exhortations to Prayer, Humility, Etc.

And pray ye without ceasing in behalf of other men. For there is in them hope of repentance that they may

attain to God. See, then, that they be instructed by your works, if in no other way. Be ye meek in response to

their wrath, humble in opposition to their boasting: to their blasphemies return your prayers; in contrast to

their error, be ye stedfast in the faith; and for their cruelty, manifest your gentleness. While we take care not

to imitate their conduct, let us be found their brethren in all true kindness; and let us seek to be followers of

the Lord (who ever more unjustly treated, more destitute, more condemned? ), that so no plant of the devil



may be found in you, but ye may remain in all holiness and sobriety in Jesus Christ, both with respect to the

flesh and spirit.

And pray ye without ceasing in behalf of other men; for there is hope of the repentance, that they may

attain to God. For "cannot he that falls arise again, and he that goes astray return? " Permit them, then, to be

instructed by you. Be ye therefore the ministers of God, and the mouth of Christ. For thus saith the Lord,

"If ye take forth the precious from the vile, ye shall be as my mouth." Be ye humble in response to their

wrath; oppose to their blasphemies your earnest prayers; while they go astray, stand ye stedfast in the faith.

Conquer ye their harsh temper by gentleness, their passion by meekness. For "blessed are the meek ; " and

Moses was meek above all men; and David was exceeding meek. Wherefore Paul exhorts as follows: "The

servant of the Lord must not strive, but be gentle towards all men, apt to teach, patient, in meekness

instructing those that oppose themselves." Do not seek to avenge yourselves on those that injure you, for

says [the Scripture], If I have returned evil to those who returned evil to me." Let us make them brethren by

our kindness. For say ye to those that hate you, Ye are our brethren, that the name of the Lord may be

glorified. And let us imitate the Lord, "who, when He was reviled, reviled not again ; " when He was

crucified, He answered not; "when He suffered, He threatened not ; " but prayed for His enemies, "Father,

forgive them; they know not what they do." If any one, the more he is injured, displays the more patience,

blessed is he. If any one is defrauded, if any one is despised, for the name of the Lord, he truly is the servant

of Christ. Take heed that no plant of the devil be found among you, for such a plant is bitter and salt.

"Watch ye, and be ye sober," in Christ Jesus.

Chapter XI · An Exhortation to Fear God, Etc.

The last times are come upon us. Let us therefore be of a reverent spirit, and fear the long-suffering of God,

that it tend not to our condemnation. For let us either stand in awe of the wrath to come, or show regard

for the grace which is at present displayed-one of two things. Only [in one way or another] let us be found

in Christ Jesus unto the true life. Apart from Him, let nothing attract you, for whom I bear about these

bonds, these spiritual jewels, by which may I arise through your prayers, of which I entreat I may always be

a partaker, that I may be found in the lot of the Christians of Ephesus, who have always been of the same

mind with the apostles through the power of Jesus Christ.

The last times are come upon us. Let us therefore be of a reverent spirit, and fear the long-suffering of God,

lest we despise the riches of His goodness and forbearance. For let us either fear the wrath to come, or let us

love the present joy in the life that now is; and let our present and true joy be only this, to be found in

Christ Jesus, that we may truly live. Do not at any time desire so much as even to breathe apart from Him.

For He is my hope; He is my boast; He is my never-failing riches, on whose account I bear about with me

these bonds from Syria to Rome, these spiritual jewels, in which may I be perfected through your prayers,



and become a partaker of the sufferings of Christ, and have fellowship with Him in His death, His

resurrection from the dead, and His everlasting life. May I attain to this, so that I may be found in the lot of

the Christians of Ephesus, who have always had intercourse with the apostles by the power of Jesus Christ,

with Paul, and John, and Timothy the most faithful.

Chapter XII · Praise of the Ephesians.

I know both who I am, and to whom I write. I am a condemned man, ye have been the objects of mercy; I

am subject to danger, ye are established in safety. Ye are the persons through whom those pass that are cut

off for the sake of God. Ye are initiated into the mysteries of the Gospel with Paul, the holy, the martyred,

the deservedly most happy, at whose feet may I be found, when I shall attain to God; who in all his Epistles

makes mention of you in Christ Jesus.

I know both who I am, and to whom I write. I am the very insignificant Ignatius, who have my lot with

those who are exposed to danger and condemnation. But ye have been the objects of mercy, and are

established in Christ. I am one delivered over [to death], but the least of all those that have been cut off for

the sake of Christ, "from the blood of righteous Abel" to the blood of Ignatius. Ye are initiated into the

mysteries of the Gospel with Paul, the holy, the martyred, inasmuch as he was "a chosen vessel; " at whose

feet may I be found, and at the feet of the rest of the saints, when I shall attain to Jesus Christ, who is always

mindful of you in His prayers.

Chapter XIII · Exhortation to Meet Together Frequently for the Worship of God.

Take heed, then, often to come together to give thanks to God, and show forth His praise. For when ye

assemble frequently in the same place, the powers of Satan are destroyed, and the destruction at which he

aims is prevented by the unity of your faith. Nothing is more precious than peace, by which all war, both in

heaven and earth, is brought to an end.

Take heed, then, often to come together to give thanks to God, and show forth His praise. For when ye

come frequently together in the same place, the powers of Satan are destroyed, and his "fiery darts" urging to

sin fall back ineffectual. For your concord and harmonious faith prove his destruction, and the torment of

his assistants. Nothing is better than that peace which is according to Christ, by which all war, both of aërial

and terrestrial spirits, is brought to an end. "For we wrestle not against blood and flesh, but against

principalities and powers, and against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in

heavenly places."

Chapter XIV · Exhortations to Faith and Love.

None of these things is hid from you, if ye perfectly possess that faith and love towards Christ Jesus which

are the beginning and the end of life. For the beginning is faith, and the end is love. Now these two, being



inseparably connected together, are of God, while all other things which are requisite for a holy life follow

after them. No man [truly] making a profession of faith sinneth; nor does he that possesses love hate any

one. The tree is made manifest by its fruit; so those that profess themselves to be Christians shall be

recognised by their conduct. For there is not now a demand for mere profession, but that a man be found

continuing in the power of faith to the end.

Wherefore none of the devices of the devil shall be hidden from you, if, like Paul, ye perfectly possess that

faith and love towards Christ which are the beginning and the end of life. The beginning of life is faith, and

the end is love. And these two being inseparably connected together, do perfect the man of God; while all

other things which are requisite to a holy life follow after them. No man making a profession of faith ought

to sin, nor one possessed of love to hate his brother. For He that said, "Thou shalt love the Lord thy God,"

said also, "and thy neighbour as thyself." Those that profess themselves to be Christ's are known not only by

what they say, but by what they practise. "For the tree is known by its fruit."

Chapter XV · Exhortation to Confess Christ by Silence as Well as Speech.

It is better for a man to be silent and be [a Christian], than to talk and not to be one. It is good to teach, if

he who speaks also acts. There is then one Teacher, who spake and it was done; while even those things

which He did in silence are worthy of the Father. He who possesses the word of Jesus, is truly able to hear

even His very silence, that he may be perfect, and may both act as he speaks, and be recognised by his

silence. There is nothing which is hid from God, but our very secrets are near to Him. Let us therefore do

all things as those who have Him dwelling in us, that we may be His temples, and He may be in us as our

God, which indeed He is, and will manifest Himself before our faces. Wherefore we justly love Him.

It is better for a man to be silent and be [a Christian], than to talk and not to be one. "The kingdom of God

is not in word, but in power." Men "believe with the heart, and confess with the mouth," the one "unto

righteousness," the other "unto salvation." It is good to teach, if he who speaks also acts. For he who shall

both "do and teach, the same shall be great in the kingdom." Our Lord and God, Jesus Christ, the Son of

the living God, first did and then taught, as Luke testifies, "whose praise is in the Gospel through all the

Churches." There is nothing which is hid from the Lord, but our very secrets are near to Him. Let us

therefore do all things as those who have Him dwelling in us, that we may be His temples, and He may be in

us as God. Let Christ speak in us, even as He did in Paul. Let the Holy Spirit teach us to speak the things of

Christ in like manner as He did.

Chapter XVI · The Fate of False Teachers.

Do not err, my brethren. Those that corrupt families shall not inherit the kingdom of God. If, then, those

who do this as respects the flesh have suffered death, how much more shall this be the case with any one

who corrupts by wicked doctrine the faith of God, for which Jesus Christ was crucified! Such an one



becoming defiled [in this way], shall go away into everlasting fire, and so shall every one that hearkens unto

him.

Do not err, my brethren. Those that corrupt families shall not inherit the kingdom of God. And if those

that corrupt mere human families are condemned to death, how much more shall those suffer everlasting

punishment who endeavour to corrupt the Church of Christ, for which the Lord Jesus, the only-begotten

Son of God, endured the cross, and submitted to death! Whosoever, "being waxen fat," and "become gross,"

sets at nought His doctrine, shall go into hell. In like manner, every one that has received from God the

power of distinguishing, and yet follows an unskilful shepherd, and receives a false opinion for the truth,

shall be punished. "What communion hath light with darkness? or Christ with Belial? Or what portion

hath he that believeth with an infidel? or the temple of God with idols? " And in like manner say I, what

communion hath truth with falsehood? or righteousness with unrighteousness? or true doctrine with that

which is false?

Chapter XVII · Beware of False Doctrines.

For this end did the Lord suffer the ointment to be poured upon His head, that He might breathe

immortality into His Church. Be not ye anointed with the bad odour of the doctrine of the prince of this

world; let him not lead you away captive from the life which is set before you. And why are we not all

prudent, since we have received the knowledge of God, which is Jesus Christ? Why do we foolishly perish,

not recognising the gift which the Lord has of a truth sent to us?

For this end did the Lord suffer the ointment to be poured upon His head, that His Church might breathe

forth immortality. For saith [the Scripture], "Thy name is as ointment poured forth; therefore have the

virgins loved Thee; they have drawn Thee; at the odour of Thine ointments we will run after Thee." Let no

one be anointed with the bad odour of the doctrine of [the prince of] this world; let not the holy Church of

God be led captive by his subtlety, as was the first woman. Why do we not, as gifted with reason, act wisely?

When we had received from Christ, and had grafted in us the faculty of judging concerning God, why do

we fall headlong into ignorance? and why, through a careless neglect of acknowledging the gift which we

have received, do we foolishly perish?

Chapter XVIII · The Glory of the Cross.

Let my spirit be counted as nothing for the sake of the cross, which is a stumbling-block to those that do

not believe, but to us salvation and life eternal. "Where is the wise man? where the disputer? " Where is the

boasting of those who are styled prudent? For our God, Jesus Christ, was, according to the appointment of

God, conceived in the womb by Mary, of the seed of David, but by the Holy Ghost. He was born and

baptized, that by His passion He might purify the water.



The cross of Christ is indeed a stumbling-block to those that do not believe, but to the believing it is

salvation and life eternal. "Where is the wise man? where the disputer? " Where is the boasting of those who

are called mighty? For the Son of God, who was begotten before time began , and established all things

according to the will of the Father, He was conceived in the womb of Mary, according to the appointment

of God, of the seed of David, and by the Holy Ghost. For says [the Scripture], "Behold, a virgin shall be

with child, and shall bring forth a son, and He shall be called Immanuel." He was born and was baptized by

John, that He might ratify the institution committed to that prophet.

Chapter XIX · Three Celebrated Mysteries.

Now the virginity of Mary was hidden from the prince of this world, as was also her offspring, and the

death of the Lord; three mysteries of renown, which were wrought in silence by God. How, then, was He

manifested to the world? A star shone forth in heaven above all the other stars, the light of which was

inexpressible, while its novelty struck men with astonishment. And all the rest of the stars, with the sun and

moon, formed a chorus to this star, and its light was exceedingly great above them all. And there was

agitation felt as to whence this new spectacle came, so unlike to everything else [in the heavens]. Hence

every kind of magic was destroyed, and every bond of wickedness disappeared; ignorance was removed, and

the old kingdom abolished, God Himself being manifested in human form for the renewal of eternal life.

And now that took a beginning which had been prepared by God. Henceforth all things were in a state of

tumult, because He meditated the abolition of death.

Now the virginity of Mary was hidden from the prince of this world, as was also her offspring, and the

death of the Lord; three mysteries of renown, which were wrought in silence, but have been revealed to us.

A star shone forth in heaven above all that were before it, and its light was inexpressible, while its novelty

struck men with astonishment. And all the rest of the stars, with the sun and moon, formed a chorus to this

star. It far exceeded them all in brightness, and agitation was felt as to whence this new spectacle

[proceeded]. Hence worldly wisdom became folly; conjuration was seen to be mere trifling; and magic

became utterly ridiculous. Every law of wickedness vanished away; the darkness of ignorance was dispersed;

and tyrannical authority was destroyed, God being manifested as a man, and man displaying power as God.

But neither was the former a mere imagination, nor did the second imply a bare humanity; but the one was

absolutely true, and the other an economical arrangement. Now that received a beginning which was

perfected by God. Henceforth all things were in a state of tumult, because He meditated the abolition of

death.

Chapter XX · Promise of Another Letter.

Chapter XX · Exhortations to Stedfastness and Unity.



If Jesus Christ shall graciously permit me through your prayers, and if it be His will, I shall, in a second little

work which I will write to you, make further manifest to you [the nature of] the dispensation of which I

have begun [to treat], with respect to the new man, Jesus Christ, in His faith and in His love, in His

suffering and in His resurrection. Especially [will I do this ] if the Lord make known to me that ye come

together man by man in common through grace, individually, in one faith, and in Jesus Christ, who was of

the seed of David according to the flesh, being both the Son of man and the Son of God, so that ye obey the

bishop and the presbytery with an undivided mind, breaking one and the same bread, which is the medicine

of immortality, and the antidote to prevent us from dying, but [which causes] that we should live for ever in

Jesus Christ.

Stand fast, brethren, in the faith of Jesus Christ, and in His love, in His passion, and in His resurrection. Do

ye all come together in common, and individually, through grace, in one faith of God the Father, and of

Jesus Christ His only-begotten Son, and "the first-born of every creature," but of the seed of David

according to the flesh, being under the guidance of the Comforter, in obedience to the bishop and the

presbytery with an undivided mind, breaking one and the same bread, which is the medicine of

immortality, and the antidote which prevents us from dying, but a cleansing remedy driving away evil,

[which causes] that we should live in God through Jesus Christ.

Chapter XXI · Conclusion.

My soul be for yours and theirs whom, for the honour of God, ye have sent to Smyrna; whence also I write

to you, giving thanks unto the Lord, and loving Polycarp even as I do you. Remember me, as Jesus Christ

also remembered you. Pray ye for the Church which is in Syria, whence I am led bound to Rome, being the

last of the faithful who are there, even as I have been thought worthy to be chosen to show forth the honour

of God. Farewell in God the Father, and in Jesus Christ, our common hope.

My soul be for yours and theirs whom, for the honour of God, ye have sent to Smyrna; whence also I write

to you, giving thanks to the Lord, and loving Polycarp even as I do you. Remember me, as Jesus Christ also

remembers you, who is blessed for evermore. Pray ye for the Church of Antioch which is in Syria, whence I

am led bound to Rome, being the last of the faithful that are there, who yet have been thought worthy to

carry these chains to the honour of God. Fare ye well in God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, our

common hope, and in the Holy Ghost. Fare ye well. Amen. Grace [be with you].
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Chapter I · Reason of Writing the Epistle.

Having been informed of your godly love, so well-ordered, I rejoiced greatly, and determined to commune

with you in the faith of Jesus Christ. For as one who has been thought worthy of the most honourable of all

names, in those bonds which I bear about, I commend the Churches, in which I pray for a union both of

the flesh and spirit of Jesus Christ, the constant source of our life, and of faith and love, to which nothing is

to be preferred, but especially of Jesus and the Father, in whom, if we endure all the assaults of the prince of

this world, and escape them, we shall enjoy God.

Having been informed of your godly love, so well-ordered, I rejoiced greatly, and determined to commune

with you in the faith of Jesus Christ. For as one who has been thought worthy of a divine and desirable

name, in those bonds which I bear about, I commend the Churches, in which I pray for a union both of the

flesh and spirit of Jesus Christ, "who is the Saviour of all men, but specially of them that believe; " by whose

blood ye were redeemed; by whom ye have known God, or rather have been known by Him; in whom

enduring, ye shall escape all the assaults of this world: for "He is faithful, who will not suffer you to be

tempted above that which ye are able."

Chapter II · I Rejoice in Your Messengers.

Since, then, I have had the privilege of seeing you, through Damas your most worthy bishop, and through

your worthy presbyters Bassus and Apollonius, and through my fellow-servant the deacon Sotio, whose

friendship may I ever enjoy, inasmuch as he is subject to the bishop as to the grace of God, and to the

presbytery as to the law of Jesus Christ, [I now write to you].

Since, then, I have had the privilege of seeing you, through Damas your most worthy bishop, and through

your worthy presbyters Bassus and Apollonius, and through my fellow-servant the deacon Sotio, whose

friendship may I ever enjoy, inasmuch as he, by the grace of God, is subject to the bishop and presbytery, in

the law of Jesus Christ, [I now write to you].

Chapter III · Honour Your Youthful Bishop.

Now it becomes you also not to treat your bishop too familiarly on account of his youth, but to yield him

all reverence, having respect to the power of God the Father, as I have known even holy presbyters do, not

judging rashly, from the manifest youthful appearance [of their bishop], but as being themselves prudent in

God, submitting to him, or rather not to him, but to the Father of Jesus Christ, the bishop of us all. It is

therefore fitting that you should, after no hypocritical fashion, obey [your bishop], in honour of Him who



has wired us [so to do], since he that does not so deceives not [by such conduct] the bishop that is visible,

but seeks to mock Him that is invisible. And all such conduct has reference not to man, but to God, who

knows all secrets.

Now it becomes you also not to despise the age of your bishop, but to yield him all reverence, according to

the will of God the Father, as I have known even holy presbyters do, not having regard to the manifest

youth [of their bishop], but to his knowledge in God; inasmuch as "not the ancient are [necessarily] wise,

nor do the aged understand prudence; but there is a spirit in men." For Daniel the wise, at twelve years of

age, became possessed of the divine Spirit, and convicted the elders, who in vain carried their grey hairs, of

being false accusers, and of lusting after the beauty of another man's wife. Samuel also, when he was but a

little child, reproved Eli, who was ninety years old, for giving honour to his sons rather than to God. In like

manner, Jeremiah also received this message from God, "Say not, I am a child." Solomon too, and Josiah,

[exemplified the same thing.] The former, being made king at twelve years of age, gave that terrible and

difficult judgment in the case of the two women concerning their children. The latter, coming to the throne

when eight years old cast down the altars and temples [of the idols], and burned down the groves, for they

were dedicated to demons, and not to God. And he slew the false priests, as the corrupters and deceivers of

men, and not the worshippers of the Deity. Wherefore youth is not to be despised when it is devoted to

God. But he is to be despised who is of a wicked mind, although he be old, and full of wicked days.

Timothy the Christ-bearer was young, but hear what his teacher writes to him: "Let no man despise thy

youth, but be thou an example of the believers in word and in conduct." It is becoming, therefore, that ye

also should be obedient to your bishop, and contradict him in nothing; for it is a fearful thing to contradict

any such person. For no one does [by such conduct] deceive him that is visible, but does [in reality] seek to

mock Him that is invisible, who, however, cannot be mocked by any one. And every such act has respect

not to man, but to God. For God says to Samuel, "They have not mocked thee, but Me." And Moses

declares, "For their murmuring is not against us, but against the Lord God." No one of those has, [in fact, ]

remained unpunished, who rose up against their superiors. For Dathan and Abiram did not speak against

the law, but against Moses, and were cast down alive into Hades. Korah also, and the two hundred and fifty

who conspired with him against Aaron, were destroyed by fire. Absalom, again, who had slain his brother,

became suspended on a tree, and had his evil-designing heart thrust through with darts. In like manner was

Abeddadan beheaded for the same reason. Uzziah, when he presumed to oppose the priests and the

priesthood, was smitten with leprosy. Saul also was dishonoured, because he did not wait for Samuel the

high priest. It behoves you, therefore, also to reverence your superiors.

Chapter IV · Some Wickedly Act Independently of the Bishop.

It is fitting, then, not only to be called Christians, but to be so in reality: as some indeed give one the title of

bishop, but do all things without him. Now such persons seem to me to be not possessed of a good



conscience, seeing they are not stedfastly gathered together according to the commandment.

It is fitting, then, not only to be called Christians, but to be so in reality. For it is not the being called so, but

the being really so, that renders a man blessed. To those who indeed talk of the bishop, but do all things

without him, will He who is the true and first Bishop, and the only High Priest by nature, declare, "Why

call ye Me Lord, and do not the things which I say? " For such persons seem to me not possessed of a good

conscience, but to be simply dissemblers and hypocrites.

Chapter V · Death is the Fate of All Such.

Seeing, then, all things have an end, these two things are simultaneously set before us-death and life; and

every one shall go unto his own place. For as there are two kinds of coins, the one of God, the other of the

world, and each of these has its special character stamped upon it, [so is it also here.] The unbelieving are of

this world; but the believing have, in love, the character of God the Father by Jesus Christ, by whom, if we

are not in readiness to die into His passion, His life is not in us.

Seeing, then, all things have an end, and there is set before us life upon our observance [of God's precepts],

but death as the result of disobedience, and every one, according to the choice he makes, shall go to his own

place, let us flee from death, and make choice of life. For I remark, that two different characters are found

among men-the one true coin, the other spurious. The truly devout man is the right kind of coin, stamped

by God Himself. The ungodly man, again, is false coin, unlawful, spurious, counterfeit, wrought not by

God, but by the devil. I do not mean to say that there are two different human natures, but that there is one

humanity, sometimes belonging to God, and sometimes to the devil. If any one is truly religious, he is a man

of God; but if he is irreligious, he is a man of the devil, made such, not by nature, but by his own choice.

The unbelieving bear the image of the prince of wickedness. The believing possess the image of their Prince,

God the Father, and Jesus Christ, through whom, if we are not in readiness to die for the truth into His

passion, His life is not in us.

Chapter VI · Preserve Harmony.

Since therefore I have, in the persons before mentioned, beheld the whole multitude of you in faith and

love, I exhort you to study to do all things with a divine harmony, while your bishop presides in the place of

God, and your presbyters in the place of the assembly of the apostles, along with your deacons, who are

most dear to me, and are entrusted with the ministry of Jesus Christ, who was with the Father before the

beginning of time, and in the end was revealed. Do ye all then, imitating the same divine conduct, pay

respect to one another, and let no one look upon his neighbour after the flesh, but do ye continually love

each other in Jesus Christ. Let nothing exist among you that may divide you ; but be ye united with your

bishop, and those that preside over you, as a type and evidence of your immortality.



Since therefore I have, in the persons before mentioned, beheld the whole multitude of you in faith and

love, I exhort you to study to do all things with a divine harmony, while your bishop presides in the place of

God, and your presbyters in the place of the assembly of the apostles, along with your deacons, who are

most dear to me, and are entrusted with the ministry of Jesus Christ. He, being begotten by the Father

before the beginning of time, was God the Word, the only-begotten Son, and remains the same for ever; for

"of His kingdom there shall be no end," says Daniel the prophet. Let us all therefore love one another in

harmony, and let no one look upon his neighbour according to the flesh, but in Christ Jesus. Let nothing

exist among you which may divide you; but be ye united with your bishop, being through him subject to

God in Christ.

Chapter VII · Do Nothing Without the Bishop and Presbyters.

As therefore the Lord did nothing without the Father, being united to Him, neither by Himself nor by the

apostles, so neither do ye anything without the bishop and presbyters. Neither endeavour that anything

appear reasonable and proper to yourselves apart; but being come together into the same place, let there be

one prayer, one supplication, one mind, one hope, in love and in joy undefiled. There is one Jesus Christ,

than whom nothing is more excellent. Do ye therefore all run together as into one temple of God, as to one

altar, as to one Jesus Christ, who came forth from one Father, and is with and has gone to one.

As therefore the Lord does nothing without the Father, for says He, "I can of mine own self do nothing," so

do ye, neither presbyter, nor deacon, nor layman, do anything without the bishop. Nor let anything appear

commendable to you which is destitute of his approval. For every such thing is sinful, and opposed [to the

will of] God. Do ye all come together into the same place for prayer. Let there be one common

supplication, one mind, one hope, with faith unblameable in Christ Jesus, than which nothing is more

excellent. Do ye all, as one man, run together into the temple of God, as unto one altar, to one Jesus Christ,

the High Priest of the unbegotten God.

Chapter VIII · Caution Against False Doctrines.

Be not deceived with strange doctrines, nor with old fables, which are unprofitable. For if we still live

according to the Jewish law, we acknowledge that we have not received grace. For the divinest prophets lived

according to Christ Jesus. On this account also they were persecuted, being inspired by His grace to fully

convince the unbelieving that there is one God, who has manifested Himself by Jesus Christ His Son, who

is His eternal Word, not proceeding forth from silence, and who in all things pleased Him that sent Him.

Be not deceived with strange doctrines, "nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies," and things in

which the Jews make their boast. "Old things are passed away: behold, all things have become new." For if

we still live according to the Jewish law, and the circumcision of the flesh, we deny that we have received

grace. For the divinest prophets lived according to Jesus Christ. On this account also they were persecuted,



being inspired by grace to fully convince the unbelieving that there is one God, the Almighty, who has

manifested Himself by Jesus Christ His Son, who is His Word, not spoken, but essential. For He is not the

voice of an articulate utterance, but a substance begotten by divine power, who has in all things pleased

Him that sent Him.

Chapter IX · Let Us Live with Christ.

If, therefore, those who were brought up in the ancient order of things have come to the possession of a

new hope, no longer observing the Sabbath, but living in the observance of the Lord's Day, on which also

our life has sprung up again by Him and by His death-whom some deny, by which mystery we have

obtained faith, and therefore endure, that we may be found the disciples of Jesus Christ, our only Master-

how shall we be able to live apart from Him, whose disciples the prophets themselves in the Spirit did wait

for Him as their Teacher? And therefore He whom they rightly waited for, being come, raised them from

the dead.

If, then, those who were conversant with the ancient Scriptures came to newness of hope, expecting the

coming of Christ, as the Lord teaches us when He says, "If ye had believed Moses, ye would have believed

Me, for he wrote of Me; " and again, "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it, and was

glad; for before Abraham was, I am; " how shall we be able to live without Him? The prophets were His

servants, and foresaw Him by the Spirit, and waited for Him as their Teacher, and expected Him as their

Lord and Saviour, saying, "He will come and save us." Let us therefore no longer keep the Sabbath after the

Jewish manner, and rejoice in days of idleness; for "he that does not work, let him not eat." For say the

[holy] oracles, "In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat thy bread." But let every one of you keep the Sabbath

after a spiritual manner, rejoicing in meditation on the law, not in relaxation of the body, admiring the

workmanship of God, and not eating things prepared the day before, nor using lukewarm drinks, and

walking within a prescribed space, nor finding delight in dancing and plaudits which have no sense in them.

And after the observance of the Sabbath, let every friend of Christ keep the Lord's Day as a festival, the

resurrection-day, the queen and chief of all the days [of the week]. Looking forward to this, the prophet

declared, "To the end, for the eighth day," on which our life both sprang up again, and the victory over

death was obtained in Christ, whom the children of perdition, the enemies of the Saviour, deny, "whose

god is their belly, who mind earthly things," who are "lovers of pleasure, and not lovers of God, having a

form of godliness, but denying the power thereof." These make merchandise of Christ, corrupting His

word, and giving up Jesus to sale: they are corrupters of women, and covetous of other men's possessions,

swallowing up wealth insatiably; from whom may ye be delivered by the mercy of God through our Lord

Jesus Christ!

Chapter X · Beware of Judaizing.



Let us not, therefore, be insensible to His kindness. For were He to reward us according to our works, we

should cease to be. Therefore, having become His disciples, let us learn to live according to the principles of

Christianity. For whosoever is called by any other name besides this, is not of God. Lay aside, therefore, the

evil, the old, the sour leaven, and be ye changed into the new leaven, which is Jesus Christ. Be ye salted in

Him, lest any one among you should be corrupted, since by your savour ye shall be convicted. It is absurd to

profess Christ Jesus, and to Judaize. For Christianity did not embrace Judaism, but Judaism Christianity,

that so every tongue which believeth might be gathered together to God.

Let us not, therefore, be insensible to His kindness. For were He to reward us according to our works, we

should cease to be. For "if Thou, Lord, shalt mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? " Let us therefore

prove ourselves worthy of that name which we have received. For whosoever is called by any other name

besides this, he is not of God; for he has not received the prophecy which speaks thus concerning us: "The

people shall be called by a new name, which the Lord shall name them, and shall be a holy people." This was

first fulfilled in Syria; for "the disciples were called Christians at Antioch," when Paul and Peter were laying

the foundations of the Church. Lay aside, therefore, the evil, the old, the corrupt leaven, and be ye changed

into the new leaven of grace. Abide in Christ, that the stranger may not have dominion over you. It is

absurd to speak of Jesus Christ with the tongue, and to cherish in the mind a Judaism which has now come

to an end. For where there is Christianity there cannot be Judaism. For Christ is one, in whom every nation

that believes, and every tongue that confesses, is gathered unto God. And those that were of a stony heart

have become the children of Abraham, the friend of God; and in his seed all those have been blessed who

were ordained to eternal life in Christ.

Chapter XI · I Write These Things to Warn You.

These things [I address to you], my beloved, not that I know any of you to be in such a state; but, as less

than any of you, I desire to guard you beforehand, that ye fall not upon the hooks of vain doctrine, but that

ye attain to full assurance in regard to the birth, and passion, and resurrection which took place in the time

of the government of Pontius Pilate, being truly and certainly accomplished by Jesus Christ, who is our

hope, from which may no one of you ever be turned aside.

These things [I address to you], my beloved, not that I know any of you to be in such a state; but, as less

than any of you, I desire to guard you beforehand, that ye fall not upon the hooks of vain doctrine, but that

you may rather attain to a full assurance in Christ, who was begotten by the Father before all ages, but was

afterwards born of the Virgin Mary without any intercourse with man. He also lived a holy life, and healed

every kind of sickness and disease among the people, and wrought signs and wonders for the benefit of men;

and to those who had fallen into the error of polytheism He made known the one and only true God, His

Father, and underwent the passion, and endured the cross at the hands of the Christ-killing Jews, under



Pontius Pilate the governor and Herod the king. He also died, and rose again, and ascended into the heavens

to Him that sent Him, and is sat down at His right hand, and shall come at the end of the world, with His

Father's glory, to judge the living and the dead, and to render to every one according to his works. He who

knows these things with a full assurance, and believes them, is happy; even as ye are now the lovers of God

and of Christ, in the full assurance of our hope, from which may no one of us ever be turned aside!

Chapter XII · Ye are Superior to Me.

May I enjoy you in all respects, if indeed I be worthy! For though I am bound, I am not worthy to be

compared to any of you that are at liberty. I know that ye are not puffed up, for ye have Jesus Christ in

yourselves. And all the more when I commend you, I know that ye cherish modesty of spirit; as it is written,

"The righteous man is his own accuser."

May I enjoy you in all respects, if indeed I be worthy! For though I am bound, I am not worthy to be

compared to one of you that are at liberty. I know that ye are not puffed up, for ye have Jesus in yourselves.

And all the more when I commend you, I know that ye cherish modesty of spirit; as it is written, "The

righteous man is his own accuser; " and again, "Declare thou first thine iniquities, that thou mayest be

justified; " and again, "When ye shall have done all things that are commanded you, say, We are unprofitable

servants; " "for that which is highly esteemed among men is abomination in the sight of God." For says [the

Scripture], "God be merciful to me a sinner." Therefore those great ones, Abraham and Job, styled

themselves "dust and ashes before God. And David says, "Who am I before Thee, O Lord, that Thou hast

glorified me hitherto? " And Moses, who was "the meekest of all men," saith to God, "I am of a feeble voice,

and of a slow tongue." Be ye therefore also of a humble spirit, that ye may be exalted; for "he that abaseth

himself shall be exalted, and he that exalteth himself shall be abased." ]

Chapter XIII · Be Established in Faith and Unity.

Study, therefore, to be established in the doctrines of the Lord and the apostles, that so all things,

whatsoever ye do, may prosper both in the flesh and spirit; in faith and love; in the Son, and in the Father,

and in the Spirit; in the beginning and in the end; with your most admirable bishop, and the well-

compacted spiritual crown of your presbytery, and the deacons who are according to God. Be ye subject to

the bishop, and to one another, as Jesus Christ to the Father, according to the flesh, and the apostles to

Christ, and to the Father, and to the Spirit; that so there may be a union both fleshly and spiritual.

Study, therefore, to be established in the doctrines of the Lord and the apostles, that so all things,

whatsoever ye do, may prosper, both in the flesh and spirit, in faith and love, with your most admirable

bishop, and the well-compacted spiritual crown of your presbytery, and the deacons who are according to

God. Be ye subject to the bishop, and to one another, as Christ to the Father. that there may be a unity

according to God among you.



Chapter XIV · Your Prayers Requested.

Knowing as I do that ye are full of God, I have but briefly exhorted you. Be mindful of me in your prayers,

that I may attain to God; and of the Church which is in Syria, whence I am not worthy to derive my name:

for I stand in need of your united prayer in God, and your love, that the Church which is in Syria may be

"deemed worthy of being refreshed by your Church.

Knowing as I do that ye are full of all good, I have but briefly exhorted you in the love of Jesus Christ. Be

mindful of me in your prayers, that I may attain to God; and of the Church which is in Syria, of whom I am

not worthy to be called bishop. For I stand in need of your united prayer in God, and of your love, that the

Church which is in Syria may be deemed worthy, by your good order, of being edified in Christ.

Chapter XV · Salutations.

The Ephesians from Smyrna (whence I also write to you), who are here for the glory of God, as ye also are,

who have in all things refreshed me, salute you, along with Polycarp, the bishop of the Smyrnaeans. The rest

of the Churches, in honour of Jesus Christ, also salute you. Fare ye well in the harmony of God, ye who

have obtained the inseparable Spirit, who is Jesus Christ.

The Ephesians from Smyrna (whence I also write to you), who are here for the glory of God, as ye also are,

who have in all things refreshed me, salute you, as does also Polycarp. The rest of the Churches, in honour

of Jesus Christ, also salute you. Fare ye well in harmony, ye who have obtained the inseparable Spirit, in

Christ Jesus, by the will of God.
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Chapter I · Acknowledgment of Their Excellence.

I know that ye possess an unblameable and sincere mind in patience, and that not only in present practice,

but according to inherent nature, as Polybius your bishop has shown me, who has come to Smyrna by the

will of God and Jesus Christ, and so sympathized in the joy which I, who am bound in Christ Jesus, possess,

that I beheld your whole multitude in him. Having therefore received through him the testimony of your

good-will, according to God, I gloried to find you, as I knew you were, the followers of God.

I know that ye possess an unblameable and sincere mind in patience, and that not only for present use, but

as a permanent possession, as Polybius your bishop has shown me, who has come to Smyrna by the will of

God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, His Son, with the co-operation of the Spirit, and so sympathized

in the joy which I, who am bound in Christ Jesus, possess, that I beheld your whole multitude in Him.

Having therefore received through him the testimony of your good-will according to God, I gloried to find

that you were the followers of Jesus Christ the Saviour.

Chapter II · Be Subject to the Bishop, Etc.

For, since ye are subject to the bishop as to Jesus Christ, ye appear to me to live not after the manner of

men, but according to Jesus Christ, who died for us, in order, by believing in His death, ye may escape from

death. It is therefore necessary that, as ye indeed do, so without the bishop ye should do nothing, but

should also be subject to the presbytery, as to the apostle of Jesus Christ, who is our hope, in whom, if we

live, we shall [at last] be found. It is fitting also that the deacons, as being [the ministers] of the mysteries of

Jesus Christ, should in every respect be pleasing to all. For they are not ministers of meat and drink, but

servants of the Church of God. They are bound, therefore, to avoid all grounds of accusation [against

them], as they would do fire.

Be ye subject to the bishop as to the Lord, for "he watches for your souls, as one that shall give account to

God." Wherefore also, ye appear to me to live not after the manner of men, but according to Jesus Christ,

who died for us, in order that, by believing in His death, ye may by baptism be made partakers of His

resurrection. It is therefore necessary, whatsoever things ye do, to do nothing without the bishop. And be ye

subject also to the presbytery, as to the apostles of Jesus Christ, who is our hope, in whom, if we live, we

shall be found in Him. It behoves you also, in every way, to please the deacons, who are [ministers] of the

mysteries of Christ Jesus; for they are not ministers of meat and drink, but servants of the Church of God.



They are bound, therefore, to avoid all grounds of accusation [against them], as they would a burning fire.

Let them, then, prove themselves to be such.

Chapter III · Honour the Deacons, Etc.

In like manner, let all reverence the deacons as an appointment of Jesus Christ, and the bishop as Jesus

Christ, who is the Son of the Father, and the presbyters as the sanhedrim of God, and assembly of the

apostles. Apart from these, there is no Church. Concerning all this, I am persuaded that ye are of the same

opinion. For I have received the manifestation of your love, and still have it with me, in your bishop, whose

very appearance is highly instructive, and his meekness of itself a power; whom I imagine even the ungodly

must reverence, seeing they are also pleased that I do not spare myself. But shall I, when permitted to write

on this point, reach such a height of self-esteem, that though being a condemned man, I should issue

commands to you as if I were an apostle?

And do ye reverence them as Christ Jesus, of whose place they are the keepers, even as the bishop is the

representative of the Father of all things, and the presbyters are the sanhedrim of God, and assembly of the

apostles of Christ. Apart from these there is no elect Church, no congregation of holy ones, no assembly of

saints. I am persuaded that ye also are of this opinion. For I have received the manifestation of your love,

and still have it with me, in your bishop, whose very appearance is highly instructive, and his meekness of

itself a power; whom I imagine even the ungodly must reverence. Loving you as I do, I avoid writing in any

severer strain to you, that I may not seem harsh to any, or wanting [in tenderness]. I am indeed bound for

the sake of Christ, but I am not yet worthy of Christ. But when I am perfected, perhaps I shall then become

so. I do not issue orders like an apostle.

Chapter IV · I Have Need of Humility.

I have great knowledge in God, but I restrain myself, lest, I should perish through boasting. For now it is

needful for me to be the more fearful; and not give heed to those that puff me up. For they that speak to me

[in the way of commendation] scourge me. For I do indeed desire to suffer, but I know not if I be worthy to

do so. For this longing, though it is not manifest to many, all the more vehemently assails me. I therefore

have need of meekness, by which the prince of this world is brought to nought.

But I measure myself, that I may not perish through boasting: but it is good to glory in the Lord. And even

though I were established in things pertaining to God, yet then would it befit me to be the more fearful, and

not give heed to those that vainly puff me up. For those that commend me scourge me. [I do indeed desire

to suffer ], but I know not if I be worthy to do so. For the envy of the wicked one is not visible to many, but

it wars against me. I therefore have need of meekness, by which the devil, the prince of this world, is

brought to nought.



Chapter V · I Will Not Teach You Profound Doctrines.

Am I not able to write to you of heavenly things? But I fear to do so, lest I should inflict injury on you who

are but babes [in Christ]. Pardon me in this respect, lest, as not being able to receive [such doctrines], ye

should be strangled by them. For even I, though I am bound [for Christ], yet am not on that account able

to understand heavenly things, and the places of the angels, and their gatherings under their respective

princes, things visible and invisible. Without reference to such abstruse subjects, I am still but a learner [in

other respects ]; for many things are wanting to us, that we come not short of God.

For might not I write to you things more full of mystery? But I fear to do so, lest I should inflict injury on

you who are but babes [in Christ]. Pardon me in this respect, lest, as not being able to receive their weighty

import, ye should be strangled by them. For even I, though I am bound [for Christ], and am able to

understand heavenly things, the angelic orders, and the different sorts of angels and hosts, the distinctions

between powers and dominions, and the diversities between thrones and authorities, the mightiness of the

Aeons, and the pre-eminence of the cherubim and seraphim, the sublimity of the spirit, the kingdom of the

Lord, and above all, the incomparable majesty of Almighty God-though I am acquainted with these things,

yet am I not therefore by any means perfect; nor am I such a disciple as Paul or Peter. For many things are

yet wanting to me, that I may not fall short of God.

Chapter VI · Abstain from the Poison of Heretics.

I therefore, yet not I, but the love of Jesus Christ, entreat you that ye use Christian nourishment only, and

abstain from herbage of a different kind; I mean heresy. For those [that are given to this] mix up Jesus Christ

with their own poison, speaking things which are unworthy of credit, like those who administer a deadly

drug in sweet wine, which he who is ignorant of does greedily take, with a fatal pleasure leading to his own

death.

I therefore, yet not I, out the love of Jesus Christ, "entreat you that ye all speak the same thing, and that

there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind, and in the same

judgment." For there are some vain talkers and deceivers, not Christians, but Christ-betrayers, bearing

about the name of Christ in deceit, and "corrupting the word" of the Gospel; while they intermix the

poison of their deceit with their persuasive talk, as if they mingled aconite with sweet wine, that so he who

drinks, being deceived in his taste by the very great sweetness of the draught, may incautiously meet with his

death. One of the ancients gives us this advice, "Let no man be called good who mixes good with evil." For

they speak of Christ, not that they may preach Christ, but that they may reject Christ; and they speak of the

law, not that they may establish the law, but that they may proclaim things contrary to it. For they alienate

Christ from the Father, and the law from Christ. They also calumniate His being born of the Virgin; they

are ashamed of His cross; they deny His passion; and they do not believe His resurrection. They introduce



God as a Being unknown; they suppose Christ to be unbegotten; and as to the Spirit, they do not admit

that He exists. Some of them say that the Son is a mere man, and that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are

but the same person, and that the creation is the work of God, not by Christ, but by some other strange

power.

Chapter VII · The Same Continued.

Be on your guard, therefore, against such persons. And this will be the case with you if you are not puffed

up, and continue in intimate union with Jesus Christ our God, and the bishop, and the enactments of the

apostles. He that is within the altar is pure, but he that is without is not pure; that is, he who does anything

apart from the bishop, and presbytery, and deacons, such a man is not pure in his conscience.

Be on your guard, [therefore, against such persons, that ye admit not of a snare for your own souls. And act

so that your life shall be without offence to all men, lest ye become as "a snare upon a watch-tower, and as a

net which is spread out." For" he that does not heal himself in his own works, is the brother of him that

destroys himself." If, therefore, ye also put away conceit, arrogance, disdain, and haughtiness, it will be your

privilege to be inseparably united to God, for "He is nigh unto those that fear Him." And says He, "Upon

whom will I look, but upon him that is humble and quiet, and that trembles at my words? " And do ye also

reverence your bishop as Christ Himself, according as the blessed apostles have enjoined you. He that is

within the altar is pure, wherefore also he is obedient to the bishop and presbyters: but he that is without is

one that does anything apart from the bishop, the presbyters, and the deacons. Such a person is defiled in

his conscience, and is worse than an infidel. For what is the bishop but one who beyond all others possesses

all power and authority, so far as it is possible for a man to possess it, who according to his ability has been

made an imitator of the Christ Of God? And what is the presbytery but a sacred assembly, the counsellors

and assessors of the bishop? And what are the deacons but imitators of the angelic powers, fulfilling a pure

and blameless ministry unto him, as the holy Stephen did to the blessed James, Timothy and Linus to Paul,

Anencletus and Clement to Peter? He, therefore, that will not yield obedience to such, must needs be one

utterly without God, an impious man who despises Christ, and depreciates His appointments.

Chapter VIII · Be on Your Guard Against the Snares of the Devil.

Not that I know there is anything of this kind among you; but I put you on your guard, inasmuch as I love

you greatly, and foresee the snares of the devil. Wherefore, clothing yourselves with meekness, be ye renewed

in faith, that is the flesh of the Lord, and in love, that is the blood of Jesus Christ. Let no one of you cherish

any grudge against his neighbour. Give no occasion to the Gentiles, lest by means of a few foolish men the

whole multitude [of those that believe] in God be evil spoken of. For, "Woe to him by whose vanity my

name is blasphemed among any."



Now I write these things unto you, not that I know there are any such persons among you; nay, indeed I

hope that God will never permit any such report to reach my ears, He "who spared not His Son for the sake

of His holy Church." But foreseeing the snares of the wicked one, I arm you beforehand by my

admonitions, as my beloved and faithful children in Christ, furnishing you with the means of protection

against the deadly disease of unruly men, by which do ye flee from the disease [referred to] by the good-will

of Christ our Lord. Do ye therefore, clothing yourselves with meekness, become the imitators of His

sufferings, and of His love, wherewith He loved us when He gave Himself a ransom for us, that He might

cleanse us by His blood from our old ungodliness, and bestow life on us when we were almost on the point

of perishing through the depravity that was in us. Let no one of you, therefore, cherish any grudge against

his neighbour. For says our Lord, "Forgive, and it shall be forgiven unto you." Give no occasion to the

Gentiles, lest "by means of a few foolish men the word and doctrine [of Christ.] be blasphemed." For says

the prophet, as in the person of God, "Woe to him by whom my name is blasphemed among the Gentiles."

Chapter IX · Reference to the History of Christ.

Stop your ears, therefore, when any one speaks to you at variance with Jesus Christ, who was descended

from David, and was also of Mary; who was truly born, and did eat and drink. He was truly persecuted

under Pontius Pilate; He was truly crucified, and [truly] died, in the sight of beings in heaven, and on earth,

and under the earth. He was also truly raised from the dead, His Father quickening Him, even as after the

same manner His Father will so raise up us who believe in Him by Christ Jesus, apart from whom we do

not possess the true life.

Stop your ears, therefore, when any one speaks to you at variance with Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who

was descended from David, and was also of Mary; who was truly begotten of God and of the Virgin, but

not after the same manner. For indeed God and man are not the same. He truly assumed a body; for "the

Word was made flesh," and lived upon earth without sin. For says He, "Which of you convicteth me of sin? "

He did in reality both eat and drink. He was crucified and died under Pontius Pilate. He really, and not

merely in appearance, was crucified, and died, in the sight of beings in heaven, and on earth, and under the

earth. By those in heaven I mean such as are possessed of incorporeal natures; by those on earth, the Jews

and Romans, and such persons as were present at that time when the Lord was crucified; and by those

under the earth, the multitude that arose along with the Lord. For says the Scripture, "Many bodies of the

saints that slept arose," their graves being opened. He descended, indeed, into Hades alone, but He arose

accompanied by a multitude; and rent asunder that means of separation which had existed from the

beginning of the world, and cast down its partition-wall. He also rose again in three days, the Father raising

Him up; and after spending forty days with the apostles, He was received up to the Father, and "sat down at

His right hand, expecting till His enemies are placed under His feet." On the day of the preparation, then, at

the third hour, He received the sentence from Pilate, the Father permitting that to happen; at the sixth hour



He was crucified; at the ninth hour He gave up the ghost; and before sunset He was buried. During the

Sabbath He continued under the earth in the tomb in which Joseph of Arimathaea had laid Him. At the

dawning of the Lord's day He arose from the dead, according to what was spoken by Himself, "As Jonah

was three days and three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of man also be three days and three

nights in the heart of the earth." The day of the preparation, then, comprises the passion; the Sabbath

embraces the burial; the Lord's Day contains the resurrection.

Chapter X · The Reality of Christ's Passion.

But if, as some that are without God, that is, the unbelieving, say, that He only seemed to suffer (they

themselves only seeming to exist), then why am I in bonds? Why do I long to be exposed to the wild beasts?

Do I therefore die in vain? Am I not then guilty of falsehood against [the cross of] the Lord?

But if, as some that are without God, that is, the unbelieving, say, He became man in appearance [only],

that He did not in reality take unto Him a body, that He died in appearance [merely], and did not in very

deed suffer, then for what reason am I now in bonds, and long to be exposed to the wild beasts? In such a

case, I die in vain, and am guilty of falsehood against the cross of the Lord. Then also does the prophet in

vain declare, "They shall look on Him whom they have pierced, and mourn over themselves as over one

beloved." These men, therefore, are not less unbelievers than were those that crucified Him. But as for me, I

do not place my hopes in one who died for me in appearance, but in reality. For that which is false is quite

abhorrent to the truth. Mary then did truly conceive a body which had God inhabiting it. And God the

Word was truly born of the Virgin, having clothed Himself with a body of like passions with our own. He

who forms all men in the womb, was Himself really in the womb, and made for Himself a body of the seed

of the Virgin, but without any intercourse of man. He was carried in the womb, even as we are, for the usual

period of time; and was really born, as we also are; and was in reality nourished with milk, and partook of

common meat and drink, even as we do. And when He had lived among men for thirty years, He was

baptized by John, really and not in appearance; and when He had preached the Gospel three years, and

done signs and wonders, He who was Himself the Judge was judged by the Jews, falsely so called, and by

Pilate the governor; was scourged, was smitten on the cheek, was spit upon; He wore a crown of thorns and

a purple robe; He was condemned: He was crucified in reality, and not in appearance, not in imagination,

not in deceit. He really died, and was buried, and rose from the dead, even as He prayed in a certain place,

saying, "But do Thou, O Lord, raise me up again, and I shall recompense them." And the Father, who

always hears Him, answered and said, "Arise, O God, and judge the earth; for Thou shall receive all the

heathen for Thine inheritance." The Father, therefore, who raised Him up, will also raise us up through

Him, apart from whom no one will attain to true life. For says He, "I am the life; he that believeth in me,

even though he die, shall live: and every one that liveth and believeth in me, even though he die, shall live for



ever." Do ye therefore flee from these ungodly heresies; for they are the inventions of the devil, that serpent

who was the author of evil, and who by means of the woman deceived Adam, the father of our race.

Chapter XI · Avoid the Deadly Errors of the Docetae.

Flee, therefore, those evil offshoots [of Satan], which produce death-bearing fruit, whereof if any one tastes,

he instantly dies. For these men are not the planting of the Father. For if they were, they would appear as

branches of the cross, and their fruit would be incorruptible. By it He calls you through His passion, as

being His members. The head, therefore, cannot be born by itself, without its members; God, who is [the

Saviour] Himself, having promised their union.

Do ye also avoid those wicked offshoots of his, Simon his firstborn son, and Menander, and Basilides, and

all his wicked mob of followers, the worshippers of a man, whom also the prophet Jeremiah pronounces

accursed. Flee also the impure Nicolaitanes, falsely so called, who are lovers of pleasure, and given to

calumnious speeches. Avoid also the children of the evil one, Theodotus and Cleobulus, who produce

death-bearing fruit, whereof if any one tastes, he instantly dies, and that not a mere temporary death, but

one that shall endure for ever. These men are not the planting of the Father, but are an accursed brood. And

says the Lord, "Let every plant which my heavenly Father has not planted be rooted up." For if they had

been branches of the Father, they would not have been "enemies of the cross of Christ," but rather of those

who "killed the Lord of glory." But now, by denying the cross, and being ashamed of the passion, they cover

the transgression of the Jews, those fighters against God, those murderers of the Lord; for it were too little

to style them merely murderers of the prophets. But Christ invites you to [share in] His immortality, by His

passion and resurrection, inasmuch as ye are His members.

Chapter XII · Continue in Unity and Love.

I salute you from Smyrna, together with the Churches of God which are with me, who have refreshed me in

all things, both in the flesh and in the spirit. My bonds, which I carry about with me for the sake of Jesus

Christ (praying that I may attain to God), exhort you. Continue in harmony among yourselves, and in

prayer with one another; for it becomes every one of you, and especially the presbyters, to refresh the

bishop, to the honour of the Father, of Jesus Christ, and of the apostles. I entreat you in love to hear me,

that I may not, by having written, be a testimony against you. And do ye also pray for me, who have need of

your love, along with the mercy of God, that I may be worthy of the lot for which I am destined, and that I

may not be found reprobate.

I salute you from Smyrna, together with the Churches of God which are with me, whose rulers have

refreshed me in every respect, both in the flesh and in the spirit. My bonds, which I carry about with me for

the sake of Jesus Christ (praying that I may attain to God), exhort you. Continue in harmony among

yourselves, and in supplication; for it becomes every one of you, and especially the presbyters, to refresh the



bishop, to the honour of the Father, and to the honour of Jesus Christ and of the apostles. I entreat you in

love to hear me, that I may not, by having thus written, be a testimony against you. And do ye also pray for

me, who have need of your love, along with the mercy of God, that I may be thought worthy to attain the

lot for which I am now designed, and that I may not be found reprobate.

Chapter XIII · Conclusion.

The love of the Smymaeans and Ephesians salutes you. Remember in your prayers the Church which is in

Syria, from which also I am not worthy to receive my appellation, being the last of them. Fare ye well in

Jesus Christ, while ye continue subject to the bishop, as to the command [of God], and in like manner to

the presbytery. And do ye, every man, love one another with an undivided heart. Let my spirit be sanctified

by yours, not only now, but also when I shall attain to God. For I am as yet exposed to danger. But the

Father is faithful in Jesus Christ to fulfil both mine and your petitions: in whom may ye be found

unblameable.

The love of the Smyrnaeans and Ephesians salutes you. Remember our Church which is in Syria, from

which I am not worthy to receive my appellation, being the last of those of that place. Fare ye well in the

Lord Jesus Christ, while ye continue subject to the bishop, and in like manner to the presbyters and to the

deacons. And do ye, every man, love one another with an undivided heart. My spirit salutes you, not only

now, but also when I shall have attained to God; for I am as yet exposed to danger. But the Father of Jesus

Christ is faithful to fulfil both mine and your petitions: in whom may we be found without spot. May I

have joy of you in the Lord.

I G N A T I U S  T O  T H E  R O M A N S  1 – 1 0

Chapter I · As a Prisoner, I Hope to See You.

Through prayer to God I have obtained the privilege of seeing your most worthy faces, and have even been

granted more than I requested; for I hope as a prisoner in Christ Jesus to salute you, if indeed it be the will

of God that I be thought worthy of attaining unto the end. For the beginning has been well ordered, if I

may obtain grace to cling to my lot without hindrance unto the end. For I am afraid of your love, lest it

should do me an injury. For it is easy for you to accomplish what you please; but it is difficult for me to

attain to God, if ye spare me.

Through prayer to God I have obtained the privilege of seeing your most worthy faces, even as I earnestly

begged might be granted me; for as a prisoner in Christ Jesus I hope to salute you, if indeed it be the will [of

God] that I be thought worthy of attaining unto the end. For the beginning has been well ordered, if I may

obtain grace to cling to my lot without hindrance unto the end. For I am afraid of your love, lest it should



do me an injury. For it is easy for you to accomplish what you please; but it is difficult for me to attain to

God, if ye do not spare me, under the pretence of carnal affection.

Chapter II · Do Not Save Me from Martyrdom.

For it is not my desire to act towards you as a man-pleaser, but as pleasing God, even as also ye please Him.

For neither shall I ever have such [another] opportunity of attaining to God; nor will ye, if ye shall now be

silent, ever be entitled to the honour of a better work. For if ye are silent concerning me, I shall become

God's; but if you show your love to my flesh, I shall again have to run my race. Pray, then, do not seek to

confer any greater favour upon me than that I be sacrificed to God while the altar is still prepared; that,

being gathered together in love, ye may sing praise to the Father, through Christ Jesus, that God has deemed

me, the bishop of Syria, worthy to be sent for from the east unto the west. It is good to set from the world

unto God, that I may rise again to Him.

For it is not my desire that ye should please men, but God, even as also ye do please Him. For neither shall I

ever hereafter have such an opportunity of attaining to God; nor will ye, if ye shall now be silent, ever be

entitled to the honour of a better work. For if ye are silent concerning me, I shall become God's; but if ye

show your love to my flesh, I shall again have to run my race. Pray, then, do not seek to confer any greater

favour upon me than that I be sacrificed to God, while the altar is still prepared; that, being gathered

together in love, ye may sing praise to the Father, through Christ Jesus, that God has deemed me, the bishop

of Syria, worthy to be sent for from the east unto the west, and to become a martyr in behalf of His own

precious sufferings, so as to pass from the world to God, that I may rise again unto Him.

Chapter III · Pray Rather that I May Attain to Martyrdom.

Ye have never envied any one; ye have taught others. Now I desire that those things may be confirmed [by

your conduct], which in your instructions ye enjoin [on others]. Only request in my behalf both inward

and outward strength, that I may not only speak, but [truly] will; and that I may not merely be called a

Christian, but really be found to be one. For if I be truly found [a Christian], I may also be called one, and

be then deemed faithful, when I shall no longer appear to the world. Nothing visible is eternal. "For the

things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal." For our God, Jesus

Christ, now that He is with the Father, is all the more revealed [in His glory]. Christianity is not a thing of

silence only, but also of [manifest] greatness.

Ye have never envied any one; ye have taught others. Now I desire that those things may be confirmed [by

your conduct], which in your instructions ye enjoin [on others]. Only request in my behalf both inward

and outward strength, that I may not only speak, but [truly] will, so that I may not merely be called a

Christian, but really found to be one. For if I be truly found [a Christian], I may also be called one, and be

then deemed faithful, when I shall no longer appear to the world. Nothing visible is eternal. "For the things



which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. The Christian is not the result of

persuasion, but of power. When he is hated by the world, he is beloved of God. For says [the Scripture], "If

ye were of this world, the world would love its own; but now ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you

out of it: continue in fellowship with me."

Chapter IV · Allow Me to Fall a Prey to the Wild Beasts.

I write to the Churches, and impress on them all, that I shall willingly die for God, unless ye hinder me. I

beseech of you not to show an unseasonable good-will towards me. Suffer me to become food for the wild

beasts, through whose instrumentality it will be granted me to attain to God. I am the wheat of God, and

let me be ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of Christ. Rather

entice the wild beasts, that they may become my tomb, and may leave nothing of my body; so that when I

have fallen asleep [in death], I may be no trouble to any one. Then shall I truly be a disciple of Christ, when

the world shall not see so much as my body. Entreat Christ for me, that by these instruments I may be

found a sacrifice [to God]. I do not, as Peter and Paul, issue commandments unto you. They were apostles; I

am but a condemned man: they were free, while I am, even until now, a servant. But when I suffer, I shall be

the freed-man of Jesus, and shall rise again emancipated in Him. And now, being a prisoner, I learn not to

desire anything worldly or vain.

I write to all the Churches, and impress on them all, that I shall willingly die for God, unless ye hinder me. I

beseech of you not to show an unseasonable good-will towards me. Suffer me to become food for the wild

beasts, through whose instrumentality it will be granted me to attain to God. I am the wheat of God, and

am ground by the teeth of the wild beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of God. Rather entice the

wild beasts, that they may become my tomb, and may leave nothing of my body; so that when I have fallen

asleep [in death], I may not be found troublesome to any one. Then shall I be a true disciple of Jesus Christ,

when the world shall not see so much as my body. Entreat the Lord for me, that by these instruments I may

be found a sacrifice to God. I do not, as Peter and Paul, issue commandments unto you. They were apostles

of Jesus Christ, but I am the very least [of believers]: they were free, as the servants of God; while I am, even

until now, a servant. But when I suffer, I shall be the freed-man of Jesus Christ, and shall rise again

emancipated in Him. And now, being in bonds for Him, I learn not to desire anything worldly or vain.

Chapter V · I Desire to Die.

From Syria even unto Rome I fight with beasts, both by land and sea, both by night and day, being bound

to ten leopards, I mean a band of soldiers, who, even when they receive benefits, show themselves all the

worse. But I am the more instructed by their injuries [to act as a disciple of Christ]; "yet am I not thereby

justified." May I enjoy the wild beasts that are prepared for me; and I pray they may be found eager to rush

upon me, which also I will entice to devour me speedily, and not deal with me as with some, whom, out of



fear, they have not touched. But if they be unwilling to assail me, I will compel them to do so. Pardon me

[in this]: I know what is for my benefit. Now I begin to be a disciple. And let no one, of things visible or

invisible, envy me that I should attain to Jesus Christ. Let fire and the cross; let the crowds of wild beasts; let

tearings, breakings, and dislocations of bones; let cutting off of members; let shatterings of the whole body;

and let all the dreadful torments of the devil come upon me: only let me attain to Jesus Christ.

From Syria even unto Rome I fight with beasts, both by land and sea, both by night and day, being bound

to ten leopards, I mean a band of soldiers, who, even when they receive benefits, show themselves all the

worse. But I am the more instructed by their injuries [to act as a disciple of Christ]; "yet am I not thereby

justified." May I enjoy the wild beasts that are prepared for me; and I pray that they may be found eager to

rush upon me, which also I will entice to devour me speedily, and not deal with me as with some, whom,

out of fear, they have not touched. But if they be unwilling to assail me, I will compel them to do so. Pardon

me [in this] I know what is for my benefit. Now I begin to be a disciple, and have no desire after anything

visible or invisible, that I may attain to Jesus Christ. Let fire and the cross; let the crowds of wild beasts; let

breakings, tearings, and separations of bones; let cutting off of members; let bruising to pieces of the whole

body; and let the very torment of the devil come upon me: only let me attain to Jesus Christ.

Chapter VI · By Death I Shall Attain True Life.

All the pleasures of the world, and all the kingdoms of this earth, shall profit me nothing. It is better for me

to die in behalf of Jesus Christ, than to reign over all the ends of the earth. "For what shall a man be

profited, if he gain the whole world, but lose his own soul? " Him I seek, who died for us: Him I desire, who

rose again for our sake. This is the gain which is laid up for me. Pardon me, brethren: do not hinder me

from living, do not wish to keep me in a state of death; and while I desire to belong to God, do not ye give

me over to the world. Suffer me to obtain pure light: when I have gone thither, I shall indeed be a man of

God. Permit me to be an imitator of the passion of my God. If any one has Him within himself, let him

consider what I desire, and let him have sympathy with me, as knowing how I am straitened.

All the ends of the world, and all the kingdoms of this earth, shall profit me nothing. It is better for me to

die for the sake of Jesus Christ, than to reign over all the ends of the earth. "For what is a man profited, if he

gain the whole world, but lose his own soul? "I long after the Lord, the Son of the true God and Father,

even Jesus Christ. Him I seek, who died for us and rose again. Pardon me, brethren: do not hinder me in

attaining to life; for Jesus is the life of believers. Do not wish to keep me in a state of death, for life without

Christ is death. While I desire to belong to God, do not ye give me over to the world. Suffer me to obtain

pure light: when I have gone thither, I shall indeed be a man of God. Permit me to be an imitator of the

passion of Christ, my God. If any one has Him within himself, let him consider what I desire, and let him

have sympathy with me, as knowing how I am straitened.



Chapter VII · Reason of Desiring to Die.

The prince of this world would fain carry me away, and corrupt my disposition towards God. Let none of

you, therefore, who are [in Rome] help him; rather be ye on my side, that is, on the side of God. Do not

speak of Jesus Christ, and yet set your desires on the world. Let not envy find a dwelling-place among you;

nor even should I, when present with you, exhort you to it, be ye persuaded to listen to me, but rather give

credit to those things which I now write to you. For though I am alive while I write to you, yet I am eager to

die. My love has been crucified, and there is no fire in me desiring to be fed; but there is within me a water

that liveth and speaketh, saying to me inwardly, Come to the Father. I have no delight in corruptible food,

nor in the pleasures of this life. I desire the bread of God, the heavenly bread, the bread of life, which is the

flesh of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who became afterwards of the seed of David and Abraham; and I

desire the drink of God, namely His blood, which is incorruptible love and eternal life.

The prince of this world would fain carry me away, and corrupt my disposition towards God. Let none of

you, therefore, who are [in Rome] help him; rather be ye on my side, that is, on the side of God. Do not

speak of Jesus Christ, and yet prefer this world to Him. Let not envy find a dwelling-place among you; nor

even should I, when present with you, exhort you to it, be ye persuaded, but rather give credit to those

things which I now write to you. For though I am alive while I write to you, yet I am eager to die for the

sake of Christ. My love has been crucified, and there is no fire in me that loves anything; but there is living

water springing up in me, and which says to me inwardly, Come to the Father. I have no delight in

corruptible food, nor in the pleasures of this life. I desire the bread of God, the heavenly bread, the bread of

life, which is the flesh of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who became afterwards of the seed of David and

Abraham; and I desire the drink, namely His blood, which is incorruptible love and eternal life.

Chapter VIII · Be Ye Favourable to Me.

I no longer wish to live after the manner of men, and my desire shall be fulfilled if ye consent. Be ye willing,

then, that ye also may have your desires fulfilled. I entreat you in this brief letter; do ye give credit to me.

Jesus Christ will reveal these things to you, [so that ye shall know] that I speak truly. He is the mouth

altogether free from falsehood, by which the Father has truly spoken. Pray ye for me, that I may attain [the

object of my desire]. I have not written to you according to the flesh, but according to the will of God. If I

shall suffer, ye have wished [well] to me; but if I am rejected, ye have hated me.

I no longer wish to live after the manner of men, and my desire shall be fulfilled if ye consent. "I am

crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet no longer I, since Christ liveth in me." I entreat you in this brief

letter: do not refuse me; believe me that I love Jesus, who was delivered [to death] for my sake. "What shall I

render to the Lord for all His benefits towards me? " Now God, even the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ,

shall reveal these things to you, [so that ye shall know] that I speak truly. And do ye pray along with me, that



I may attain my aim in the Holy Spirit. I have not written to you according to the flesh, but according to the

will of God. If I shall suffer, ye have loved me; but if I am rejected, ye have hated me.

Chapter IX · Pray for the Church in Syria.

Remember in your prayers the Church in Syria, which now has God for its shepherd, instead of me. Jesus

Christ alone will oversee it, and your love [will also regard it]. But as for me, I am ashamed to be counted

one of them; for indeed I am not worthy, as being the very last of them, and one born out of due time. But I

have obtained mercy to be somebody, if I shall attain to God. My spirit salutes you, and the love of the

Churches that have received me in the name of Jesus Christ, and not as a mere passer-by. For even those

Churches which were not near to me in the way, I mean according to the flesh, have gone before me, city by

city, [to meet me.]

Remember in your prayers the Church which is in Syria, which, instead of me, has now for its shepherd the

Lord, who says, "I am the good Shepherd." And He alone will oversee it, as well as your love towards Him.

But as for me, I am ashamed to be counted one of them; for I am not worthy, as being the very last of them,

and one born out of due time. But I have obtained mercy to be somebody, if I shall attain to God. My spirit

salutes you, and the love of the Churches which have received me in the name of Jesus Christ, and not as a

mere passerby. For even those Churches which were not near to me in the way, have brought me forward,

city by city.

Chapter X · Conclusion.

Now I write these things to you from Smyrna by the Ephesians, who are deservedly most happy. There is

also with me, along with many others, Crocus, one dearly beloved by me. As to those who have gone before

me from Syria to Rome for the glory of God, I believe that you are acquainted with them; to whom, [then,

] do ye make known that I am at hand. For they are all worthy, both of God and of you; and it is becoming

that you should refresh them in all things. I have written these things unto you, on the day before the ninth

of the Kalends of September (that is, on the twenty-third day of August). Fare ye well to the end, in the

patience of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Now I write these things to you from Smyrna by the Ephesians, who are deservedly most happy. There is

also with me, along with many others, Crocus, one dearly beloved by me. As to those who have gone before

me from Syria to Rome for the glory of God, I believe that you are acquainted with them; to whom, [then,

] do ye make known that I am at hand. For they are all worthy, both of God and of you; and it is becoming

that you should refresh them in all things. I have written these things unto you on the day before the ninth

of the Kalends of September. Fare ye well to the end, in the patience of Jesus Christ.



Day 9

I G N A T I U S  T O  T H E  P H I L A D E L P H I A N S  1 – 1 1

Chapter I · Praise of the Bishop.

Which bishop, I know, obtained the ministry which pertains to the common [weal], not of himself, neither

by men, nor through vainglory, but by the love of God the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ; at whose

meekness I am struck with admiration, and who by his silence is able to accomplish more than those who

vainly talk. For he is in harmony with the commandments [of God], even as the harp is with its strings.

Wherefore my soul declares his mind towards God a happy one, knowing it to be virtuous and perfect, and

that his stability as well as freedom from all anger is after the example of the infinite meekness of the living

God.

Having beheld your bishop, I know that he was not selected to undertake the ministry which pertains to the

common [weal], either by himself or by men, or out of vainglory, but by the love of Jesus Christ, and of

God the Father, who raised Him from the dead; at whose meekness I am struck with admiration, and who

by His silence is able to accomplish more than they who talk a great deal. For he is in harmony with the

commandments and ordinances of the Lord, even as the strings are with the harp, and is no less blameless

than was Zacharias the priest. Wherefore my soul declares his mind towards God a happy one, knowing it

to be virtuous and perfect, and that his stability as well as freedom from all anger is after the example of the

infinite meekness of the living God.

Chapter II · Maintain Union with the Bishop.

Wherefore, as children of light and truth, flee from division and wicked doctrines; but where the shepherd

is, there do ye as sheep follow. For there are many wolves that appear worthy of credit, who, by means of a

pernicious pleasure, carry captive those that are running towards God; but in your unity they shall have no

place.

Wherefore, as children of light and truth, avoid the dividing of your unity, and the wicked doctrine of the

heretics, from whom "a defiling influence has gone forth into all the earth." But where the shepherd is, there

do ye as sheep follow. For there are many wolves in sheep's clothing, who, by means of a pernicious pleasure,

carry captive those that are running towards God; but in your unity they shall have no place.

Chapter III · Avoid Schismatics.

Keep yourselves from those evil plants which Jesus Christ does not tend, because they are not the planting

of the Father. Not that I have found any division among you, but exceeding purity. For as many as are of

God and of Jesus Christ are also with the bishop. And as many as shall, in the exercise of repentance, return



into the unity of the Church, these, too, shall belong to God, that they may live according to Jesus Christ.

Do not err, my brethren. If any man follows him that makes a schism in the Church, he shall not inherit the

kingdom of God. If any one walks according to a strange opinion, he agrees not with the passion [of

Christ.].

Keep yourselves, then, from those evil planes which Jesus Christ does not tend, but that wild beast, the

destroyer of men, because they are not the planting of the Father, but the seed of the wicked one. Not that I

have found any division among you do I write these things; but I arm you beforehand, as the children of

God. For as many as are of Christ are also with the bishop; but as many as fall away from him, and embrace

communion with the accursed, these shall be cut off along with them. For they are not Christ's husbandry,

but the seed of the enemy, from whom may you ever be delivered by the prayers of the shepherd, that most

faithful and gentle shepherd who presides over you. I therefore exhort you in the Lord to receive with all

tenderness those that repent and return to the unity of the Church, that through your kindness and

forbearance they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, and becoming worthy of Jesus Christ,

may obtain eternal salvation in the kingdom of Christ. Brethren, be not deceived. If any man follows him

that separates from the truth, he shall not inherit the kingdom of God; and if any man does not stand aloof

from the preacher of falsehood, he shall be condemned to hell. For it is obligatory neither to separate from

the godly, nor to associate with the ungodly. If any one walks according to a strange opinion, he is not of

Christ, nor a partaker of His passion; but is a fox, a destroyer of the vineyard of Christ. Have no fellowship

with such a man, lest ye perish along with him, even should he be thy father, thy son, thy brother, or a

member of thy family. For says [the Scripture], "Thine eye shall not spare him." You ought therefore to "hate

those that hate God, and to waste away [with grief] on account of His enemies." I do not mean that you

should beat them or persecute them, as do the Gentiles "that know not the Lord and God; " but that you

should regard them as your enemies, and separate yourselves from them, while yet you admonish them, and

exhort them to repentance, if it may be they will hear, if it may be they will submit themselves. For our God

is a lover of mankind, and "will have all men to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth."

Wherefore "He makes His sun to rise upon the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on

the unjust; " of whose kindness the Lord, wishing us also to be imitators, says, "Be ye perfect, even as also

your Father that is in heaven is perfect."

Chapter IV · Have But One Eucharist, Etc.

Take ye heed, then, to have but one Eucharist. For there is one flesh of our Lord Jesus Christ, and one cup

to [show forth ] the unity of His blood; one altar; as there is one bishop, along with the presbytery and

deacons, my fellow-servants: that so, whatsoever ye do, ye may do it according to [the will of] God.



I have confidence of you in the Lord, that ye will be of no other mind. Wherefore I write boldly to your

love, which is worthy of God, and exhort you to have but one faith, and one [kind of] preaching, and one

Eucharist. For there is one flesh of the Lord Jesus Christ; and His blood which was shed for us is one; one

loaf also is broken to all [the communicants], and one cup is distributed among them all: there is but one

altar for the whole Church, and one bishop, with the presbytery and deacons, my fellow-servants. Since,

also, there is but one unbegotten Being, God, even the Father; and one only-begotten Son, God, the Word

and man; and one Comforter, the Spirit of truth; and also one preaching, and one faith, and one baptism;

and one Church which the holy apostles established from one end of the earth to the other by the blood of

Christ, and by their own sweat and toil; it behoves you also, therefore, as "a peculiar people, and a holy

nation," to perform all things with harmony in Christ. Wives, be ye subject to your husbands in the fear of

God; and ye virgins, to Christ in purity, not counting marriage an abomination, but desiring that which is

better, not for the reproach of wedlock, but for the sake of meditating on the law. Children, obey your

parents, and have an affection for them, as workers together with God for your birth [into the world].

Servants, be subject to your masters in God, that ye may be the freed-men of Christ. Husbands, love your

wives, as fellow-servants of God, as your own body, as the partners of your life, and your co-adjutors in the

procreation of children. Virgins, have Christ alone before your eyes, and His Father in your prayers, being

enlightened by the Spirit. May I have pleasure in your purity, as that of Elijah, or as of Joshua the son of

Nun, as of Melchizedek, or as of Elisha, as of Jeremiah, or as of John the Baptist, as of the beloved disciple,

as of Timothy, as of Titus, as of Evodius, as of Clement, who departed this life in [perfect] chastity, Not,

however, that I blame the other blessed [saints] because they entered into the married state, of which I have

just spoken. For I pray that, being found worthy of God, I may be found at their feet in the kingdom, as at

the feet of Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob; as of Joseph, and Isaiah, and the rest of the prophets; as of Peter,

and Paul, and the rest of the apostles, that were married men. For they entered into these marriages not for

the sake of appetite, but out of regard for the propagation of mankind. Fathers, "bring up your children in

the nurture and admonition of the Lord; " and teach them the holy Scriptures, and also trades, that they

may not indulge in idleness. Now [the Scripture] says, "A righteous father educates [his children] well; his

heart shall rejoice in a wise son." Masters, be gentle towards your servants, as holy Job has taught you; for

there is one nature, and one family of mankind. For "in Christ there is neither bond nor free." Let governors

be obedient to Caesar; soldiers to those that command them; deacons to the presbyters, as to high-priests;

the presbyters, and deacons, and the rest of the clergy, together with all the people, and the soldiers, and the

governors, and Caesar [himself], to the bishop; the bishop to Christ, even as Christ to the Father. And thus

unity is preserved throughout. Let not the widows be wanderers about, nor fond of dainties, nor gadders

from house to house; but let them be like Judith, noted for her seriousness; and like Anna, eminent for her

sobriety. I do not ordain these things as an apostle: for "who am I, or what is my father's house," that I



should pretend to be equal in honour to them? But as your "fellow-soldier," I hold the position of one who

[simply] admonishes you.

Chapter V · Pray for Me.

My brethren, I am greatly enlarged in loving you; and rejoicing exceedingly [over you], I seek to secure your

safety. Yet it is not I, but Jesus Christ, for whose sake being bound I fear the more, inasmuch as I am not yet

perfect. But your prayer to God shall make me perfect, that I may attain to that portion which through

mercy has been allotted me, while I flee to the Gospel as to the flesh of Jesus, and to the apostles as to the

presbytery of the Church. And let us also love the prophets, because they too have proclaimed the Gospel,

and placed their hope in Him, and waited for Him; in whom also believing, they were saved, through union

to Jesus Christ, being holy men, worthy of love and admiration, having had witness borne to them by Jesus

Christ, and being reckoned along with [us] in the Gospel of the common hope.

My brethren, I am greatly enlarged in loving you; and rejoicing exceedingly [over you], I seek to secure your

safety. Yet it is not I, but the Lord Jesus through me; for whose sake being bound, I fear the more, for I am

not yet perfect. But your prayer to God shall make me perfect, that I may attain that to which I have been

called, while I flee to the Gospel as to the flesh of Jesus Christ, and to the apostles as the presbytery of the

Church. I do also love the prophets as those who announced Christ, and as being partakers of the same

Spirit with the apostles. For as the false prophets and the false apostles drew [to themselves] one and the

same wicked, deceitful, and seducing spirit; so also did the prophets and the apostles receive from God,

through Jesus Christ, one and the same Holy Spirit, who is good, and sovereign, and true, and the Author

of [saving] knowledge. For there is one God of the Old and New Testament, "one Mediator between God

and men," for the creation of both intelligent and sensitive beings, and in order to exercise a beneficial and

suitable providence [over them]. There is also one Comforter, who displayed His power in Moses, and the

prophets, and apostles. All the saints, therefore, were saved by Christ, hoping in Him, and waiting for Him;

and they obtained through Him salvation, being holy ones, worthy of love and admiration, having

testimony borne to them by Jesus Christ, in the Gospel of our common hope.

Chapter VI · Do Not Accept Judaism.

But if any one preach the Jewish law unto you, listen not to him. For it is better to hearken to Christian

doctrine from a man who has been circumcised, than to Judaism from one uncircumcised. But if either of

such persons do not speak concerning Jesus Christ, they are in my judgment but as monuments and

sepulchres of the dead, upon which are written only the names of men. Flee therefore the wicked devices

and snares of the prince of this world, lest at any time being conquered by his artifices, ye grow weak in your

love. But be ye all joined together with an undivided heart. And I thank my God that I have a good

conscience in respect to you, and that no one has it in his power to boast, either privately or publicly, that I



have burdened any one either in much or in little. And I wish for all among whom I have spoken, that they

may not possess that for a testimony against them.

If any one preaches the one God of the law and the prophets, but denies Christ to be the Son of God, he is a

liar, even as also is his father the devil, and is a Jew falsely so called, being possessed of mere carnal

circumcision. If any one confesses Christ Jesus the Lord, but denies the God of the law and of the prophets,

saying that the Father of Christ is not the Maker of heaven and earth, he has not continued in the truth any

more than his father the devil, and is a disciple of Simon Magus, not of the Holy Spirit. If any one says there

is one God, and also confesses Christ Jesus, but thinks the Lord to be a mere man, and not the only-

begotten God, and Wisdom, and the Word of God, and deems Him to consist merely of a soul and body,

such an one is a serpent, that preaches deceit and error for the destruction of men. And such a man is poor

in understanding, even as by name he is an Ebionite. If any one confesses the truths mentioned, but calls

lawful wedlock, and the procreation of children, destruction and pollution, or deems certain kinds of food

abominable, such an one has the apostate dragon dwelling within him. If any one confesses the Father, and

the Son, and the Holy Ghost, and praises the creation, but calls the incarnation merely an appearance, and

is ashamed of the passion, such an one has denied the faith, not less than the Jews who killed Christ. If any

one confesses these things, and that God the Word did dwell in a human body, being within it as the Word,

even as the soul also is in the body, because it was God that inhabited it, and not a human soul, but affirms

that unlawful unions are a good thing, and places the highest happiness in pleasure, as does the man who is

falsely called a Nicolaitan, this person can neither be a lover of God, nor a lover of Christ, but is a corrupter

of his own flesh, and therefore void of the Holy Spirit, and a stranger to Christ. All such persons are but

monuments and sepulchres of the dead, upon which are written only the names of dead men. Flee,

therefore, the wicked devices and snares of the spirit which now worketh in the children of this world, lest

at any time being overcome, ye grow weak in your love. But be ye all joined together with an undivided

heart and a willing mind, "being of one accord and of one judgment," being always of the same opinion

about the same things, both when you are at ease and in danger, both in sorrow and in joy. I thank God,

through Jesus Christ, that I have a good conscience in respect to you, and that no one has it in his power to

boast, either privately or publicly, that I have burdened any one either in much or in little. And I wish for all

among whom I have spoken, that they may not possess that for a testimony against them.

Chapter VII · I Have Exhorted You to Unity.

For though some would have deceived me according to the flesh, yet the Spirit, as being from God, is not

deceived. For it knows both whence it comes and whither it goes, and detects the secrets [of the heart]. For,

when I was among you, I cried, I spoke with a loud voice: Give heed to the bishop, and to the presbytery

and deacons. Now, some suspected me of having spoken thus, as knowing beforehand the division caused

by some among you. But He is my witness, for whose sake I am in bonds, that I got no intelligence from any



man. But the Spirit proclaimed these words: Do nothing without the bishop; keep your bodies as the

temples of God; love unity; avoid divisions; be the followers of Jesus Christ, even as He is of His Father.

For though some would have deceived me according to the flesh, yet my spirit is not deceived; for I have

received it from God. For it knows both whence it comes and whither it goes, and detects the secrets [of the

heart]. For when I was among you, I cried, I spoke with a loud voice-the word is not mine, but God's-Give

heed to the bishop, and to the presbytery and deacons. But if ye suspect that I spake thus, as having learned

beforehand the division caused by some among you, He is my witness, for whose sake I am in bonds, that I

learned nothing of it from the mouth of any man. But the Spirit made an announcement to me, saying as

follows: Do nothing without the bishop; keep your bodies as the temples of God; love unity; avoid

divisions; be ye followers of Paul, and of the rest of the apostles, even as they also were of Christ.

Chapter VIII · The Same Continued.

I therefore did what belonged to me, as a man devoted to unity. For where there is division and wrath, God

doth not dwell. To all them that repent, the Lord grants forgiveness, if they turn in penitence to the unity of

God, and to communion with the bishop. I trust [as to you] in the grace of Jesus Christ, who shall free you

from every bond. And I exhort you to do nothing out of strife, but according to the doctrine of Christ.

When I heard some saying, If I do not find it in the ancient Scriptures, I will not believe the Gospel; on my

saying to them, It is written, they answered me, That remains to be proved. But to me Jesus Christ is in the

place of all that is ancient: His cross, and death, and resurrection, and the faith which is by Him, are

undefiled monuments of antiquity; by which I desire, through your prayers, to be justified.

I therefore did what belonged to me, as a man devoted to unity; adding this also, that where there is

diversity of judgment, and wrath, and hatred, God does not dwell. To all them that repent, God grants

forgiveness, if they with one consent return to the unity of Christ, and communion with the bishop. I trust

to the grace of Jesus Christ, that He will free you from every bond of wickedness. I therefore exhort you

that ye do nothing out of strife, but according to the doctrine of Christ. For I have heard some saying, If I

do not find the Gospel in the archives, I will not believe it. To such persons I say that my archives are Jesus

Christ, to disobey whom is manifest destruction. My authentic archives are His cross, and death, and

resurrection, and the faith which bears on these things, by which I desire, through your prayers, to be

justified. He who disbelieves the Gospel disbelieves everything along with it. For the archives ought not to

be preferred to the Spirit. "It is hard to kick against the pricks; " it is hard to disbelieve Christ; it is hard to

reject the preaching of the apostles.

Chapter IX · The Old Testament is Good: the New Testament is Better.

The priests indeed are good, but the High Priest is better; to whom the holy of holies has been committed,

and who alone has been trusted with the secrets of God. He is the door of the Father, by which enter in



Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and the prophets, and the apostles, and the Church. All these have for their

object the attaining to the unity of God. But the Gospel possesses something transcendent [above the

former dispensation], viz., the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ, His passion and resurrection. For the

beloved prophets announced Him, but the Gospel is the perfection of immortality. All these things are

good together, if ye believe in love.

The priests indeed, and the ministers of the word, are good; but the High Priest is better, to whom the holy

of holies has been committed, and who alone has been entrusted with the secrets of God. The ministering

powers of God are good. The Comforter is holy, and the Word is holy, the Son of the Father, by whom He

made all things, and exercises a providence over them all. This is the Way which leads to the Father, the

Rock, the Defence, the Key, the Shepherd, the Sacrifice, the Door of knowledge, through which have

entered Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, Moses and all the company of the prophets, and these pillars of the

world, the apostles, and the spouse of Christ, on whose account He poured out His own blood, as her

marriage portion, that He might redeem her. All these things tend towards the unity of the one and only

true God. But the Gospel possesses something transcendent [above the former dispensation], viz. the

appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, His passion, and the resurrection itself. For those things which the

prophets announced, saying, "Until He come for whom it is reserved, and He shall be the expectation of the

Gentiles," have been fulfilled in the Gospel, [our Lord saying, ] "Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing them

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." All then are good together, the law, the

prophets, the apostles, the whole company [of others] that have believed through them: only if we love one

another.

Chapter X · Congratulate the Inhabitants of Antioch on the Close of the Persecution.

Since, according to your prayers, and the compassion which ye feel in Christ Jesus, it is reported to me that

the Church which is at Antioch in Syria possesses peace, it will become you, as a Church of God, to elect a

deacon to act as the ambassador of God [for you] to [the brethren there], that he may rejoice along with

them when they are met together, and glorify the name [of God]. Blessed is he in Jesus Christ, who shall be

deemed worthy of such a ministry; and ye too shall be glorified. And if ye are willing, it is not beyond your

power to do this, for the sake of God; as also the nearest Churches have sent, in some cases bishops, and in

others presbyters and deacons.

Since, according to your prayers, and the compassion which ye feel in Christ Jesus, it is reported to me that

the Church which is at Antioch in Syria possesses peace, it will become you, as a Church of God, to elect a

bishop to act as the ambassador of God [for you] to [the brethren] there, that it may be granted them to

meet together, and to glorify the name of God. Blessed is he in Christ Jesus, who shall be deemed worthy of

such a ministry; and if ye be zealous [in this matter], ye shall receive glory in Christ. And if ye are willing, it



is not altogether beyond your power to do this, for the sake of God; as also the nearest Churches have sent,

in some cases bishops, and in others presbyters and deacons.

Chapter XI · Thanks and Salutation.

Now, as to Philo the deacon, of Cilicia, a man of reputation, who still ministers to me in the word of God,

along with Rheus Agathopus, an elect man, who has followed me from Syria, not regarding his life,-these

bear witness in your behalf; and I myself give thanks to God for you, that ye have received them, even as the

Lord you. But may those that dishonoured them be forgiven through the grace of Jesus Christ! The love of

the brethren at Troas salutes you; whence also I write to you by Burrhus, who was sent along with me by the

Ephesians and Smyrnaeans, to show their respect. May the Lord Jesus Christ honour them, in whom they

hope, in flesh, and soul, and faith, and love, and concord! Fare ye well in Christ Jesus, our common hope.

Now, as to Philo the deacon, a man of Cilicia, of high reputation, who still ministers to me in the word of

God, along with Gaius and Agathopus, an elect man, who has followed me from Syria, not regarding his

life,-these also bear testimony in your behalf. And I myself give thanks to God for you, because ye have

received them: and the Lord will also receive you. But may those that dishonoured them be forgiven

through the grace of Jesus Christ, "who wisheth not the death of the sinner, but his repentance." ` The love

of the brethren at Troas salutes you; whence also I write to you by Burrhus, who was sent along with me by

the Ephesians and Smyrnaeans, to show their respect: whom the Lord Jesus Christ will requite, in whom

they hope, in flesh, and soul, and spirit, and faith, and love, and concord. Fare ye well in the Lord Jesus

Christ, our common hope, in the Holy Ghost.

I G N A T I U S  T O  T H E  S M Y R N A E A N S  1 – 1 2

Chapter I · Thanks to God for Your Faith.

I Glorify God, even Jesus Christ, who has given you such wisdom. For I have observed that ye are perfected

in an immoveable faith, as if ye were nailed to the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, both in the flesh and in the

spirit, and are established in love through the blood of Christ, being fully persuaded with respect to our

Lord, that He was truly of the seed of David according to the flesh, and the Son of God according to the

will and power of God; that He was truly born of a virgin, was baptized by John, in order that all

righteousness might be fulfilled by Him; and was truly, under Pontius Pilate and Herod the tetrarch, nailed

[to the cross] for us in His flesh. Of this fruit we are by His divinely-blessed passion, that He might set up a

standard for all ages, through His resurrection, to all His holy and faithful [followers], whether among Jews

or Gentiles, in the one body of His Church.

I Glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who by Him has given you such wisdom. For I have

observed that ye are perfected in an immoveable faith, as if ye were nailed to the cross of our Lord Jesus



Christ, both in the flesh and in the spirit, and are established in love through the blood of Christ, being

fully persuaded, in very truth, with respect to our Lord Jesus Christ, that He was the Son of God, "the first-

born of every creature," God the Word, the only-begotten Son, and was of the seed of David according to

the flesh, by the Virgin Mary; was baptized by John, that all righteousness might be fulfilled by Him; that

He lived a life of holiness without sin, and was truly, under Pontius Pilate and Herod the tetrarch, nailed [to

the cross] for us in His flesh. From whom we also derive our being, from His divinely-blessed passion, that

He might set up a standard for the ages, through His resurrection, to all His holy and faithful [followers],

whether among Jews or Gentiles, in the one body of His Church.

Chapter II · Christ's True Passion.

Now, He suffered all these things for our sakes, that we might be saved. And He suffered truly, even as also

He truly raised up Himself, not, as certain unbelievers maintain, that He only seemed to suffer, as they

themselves only seem to be [Christians]. And as they believe, so shall it happen unto them, when they shall

be divested of their bodies, and be mere evil spirits.

Now, He suffered all these things for us; and He suffered them really, and not in appearance only, even as

also He truly rose again. But not, as some of the unbelievers, who are ashamed of the formation of man, and

the cross, and death itself, affirm, that in appearance only, and not in truth, He took a body of the Virgin,

and suffered only in appearance, forgetting, as they do, Him who said, "The Word was made flesh; " and

again, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up; " and once more, "If I be lifted up from the

earth, I will draw all men unto Me." The Word therefore did dwell in flesh, for "Wisdom built herself an

house." The Word raised up again His own temple on the third day, when it had been destroyed by the Jews

fighting against Christ. The Word, when His flesh was lifted up, after the manner of the brazen serpent in

the wilderness, drew all men to Himself for their eternal salvation.

Chapter III · Christ Was Possessed of a Body After His Resurrection.

For I know that after His resurrection also He was still possessed of flesh, and I believe that He is so now.

When, for instance, He came to those who were with Peter, He said to them, "Lay hold, handle Me, and see

that I am not an incorporeal spirit." And immediately they touched Him, and believed, being convinced

both by His flesh and spirit. For this cause also they despised death, and were found its conquerors. And

after his resurrection He did eat and drink with them, as being possessed of flesh, although spiritually He

was united to the Father.

And I know that He was possessed of a body not only in His being born and crucified, but I also know that

He was so after His resurrection, and believe that He is so now. When, for instance, He came to those who

were with Peter, He said to them, "Lay hold, handle Me, and see that I am not an incorporeal spirit." "For a

spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see Me have." And He says to Thomas, "Reach hither thy finger into



the print of the nails, and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side; " and immediately they believed

that He was Christ. Wherefore Thomas also says to Him, "My Lord, and my God." And on this account

also did they despise death, for it were too little to say, indignities and stripes. Nor was this all; but also after

He had shown Himself to them, that He had risen indeed, and not in appearance only, He both ate and

drank with them during forty entire days. And thus was He, with the flesh, received up in their sight unto

Him that sent Him, being with that same flesh to come again, accompanied by glory and power. For, say the

[holy] oracles, "This same Jesus, who is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come, in like manner as ye

have seen Him go unto heaven." But if they say that He will come at the end of the world without a body,

how shall those "see Him that pierced Him," and when they recognise Him, "mourn for themselves? " For

incorporeal beings have neither form nor figure, nor the aspect of an animal possessed of shape, because

their nature is in itself simple.

Chapter IV · Beware of These Heretics.

I give you these instructions, beloved, assured that ye also hold the same opinions [as I do]. But I guard you

beforehand from those beasts in the shape of men, whom you must not only not receive, but, if it be

possible, not even meet with; only you must pray to God for them, if by any means they may be brought to

repentance, which, however, will be very difficult. Yet Jesus Christ, who is our true life, has the power of

[effecting] this. But if these things were done by our Lord only in appearance, then am I also only in

appearance bound. And why have I also surrendered myself to death, to fire, to the sword, to the wild

beasts? But, [in fact, ] he who is near to the sword is near to God; he that is among the wild beasts is in

company with God; provided only he be so m the name of Jesus Christ. I undergo all these things that I

may suffer together with Him, He who became a perfect man inwardly strengthening me.

I give you these instructions, beloved, assured that ye also hold the same opinions [as I do]. But I guard you

beforehand from these beasts in the shape of men, from whom you must not only turn away, but even flee

from them. Only you must pray for them, if by any means they may be brought to repentance. For if the

Lord were in the body in appearance only, and were crucified in appearance only, then am I also bound in

appearance only. And why have I also surrendered myself to death, to fire, to the sword, to the wild beasts?

But, [in fact, ] I endure all things for Christ, not in appearance only, but in reality, that I may suffer together

with Him, while He Himself inwardly strengthens me; for of myself I have no such ability.

Chapter V · Their Dangerous Errors.

Some ignorantly deny Him, or rather have been denied by Him, being the advocates of death rather than of

the truth. These persons neither have the prophets persuaded, nor the law of Moses, nor the Gospel even to

this day, nor the sufferings we have individually endured. For they think also the same thing regarding us.

For what does any one profit me, if he commends me, but blasphemes my Lord, not confessing that He was



[truly] possessed of a body? But he who does not acknowledge this, has in fact altogether denied Him,

being enveloped in death. I have not, however, thought good to write the names of such persons, inasmuch

as they are unbelievers. Yea, far be it from me to make any mention of them, until they repent and return to

[a true belief in] Christ's passion, which is our resurrection.

Some have ignorantly denied Him, and advocate falsehood rather than the truth. These persons neither

have the prophecies persuaded, nor the law of Moses, nor the Gospel even to this day, nor the sufferings we

have individually endured. For they think also the same thing regarding us. For what does it profit, if any

one commends me, but blasphemes my Lord, not owning Him to be God incarnate? He that does not

confess this, has in fact altogether denied Him, being enveloped in death. I have not, however, thought good

to write the names of such persons, inasmuch as they are unbelievers; and far be it from me to make any

mention of them, until they repent.

Chapter VI · Unbelievers in the Blood of Christ Shall Be Condemned.

Let no man deceive himself. Both the things which are in heaven, and the glorious angels, and rulers, both

visible and invisible, if they believe not in the blood of Christ, shall, in consequence, incur condemnation.

"He that is able to receive it, let him receive it." Let not [high] place puff any one up: for that which is worth

all is faith and love, to which nothing is to be preferred. But consider those who are of a different opinion

with respect to the grace of Christ which has come unto us, how opposed they are to the will of God. They

have no regard for love; no care for the widow, or the orphan, or the oppressed; of the bond, or of the free;

of the hungry, or of the thirsty.

Let no man deceive himself. Unless he believes that Christ Jesus has lived in the flesh, and shall confess His

cross and passion, and the blood which He shed for the salvation of the world, he shall not obtain eternal

life, whether he be a king, or a priest, or a ruler, or a private person, a master or a servant, a man or a woman.

"He that is able to receive it, let him receive it." Let no man's place, or dignity, or riches, puff him up; and let

no man's low condition or poverty abase him. For the chief points are faith towards God, hope towards

Christ, the enjoyment of those good things for which we look, and love towards God and our neighbour.

For, "Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyself." And the Lord says,

"This is life eternal, to know the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent." And again, "A new

commandment give I unto you, that ye love one another. On these two commandments hang all the law

and the prophets." Do ye, therefore, notice those who preach other doctrines, how they affirm that the

Father of Christ cannot be known, and how they exhibit enmity and deceit in their dealings with one

another. They have no regard for love; they despise the good things we expect hereafter; they regard present

things as if they were durable; they ridicule him that is in affliction; they laugh at him that is in bonds.

Chapter VII · Let Us Stand Aloof from Such Heretics.



They abstain from the Eucharist and from prayer, because they confess not the Eucharist to be the flesh of

our Saviour Jesus Christ, which suffered for our sins, and which the Father, of His goodness, raised up

again. Those, therefore, who speak against this gift of God, incur death in the midst of their disputes. But it

were better for them to treat it with respect, that they also might rise again. It is fitting, therefore, that ye

should keep aloof from such persons, and not to speak of them either in private or in public, but to give

heed to the prophets, and above all, to the Gospel, in which the passion [of Christ] has been revealed to us,

and the resurrection has been fully proved. But avoid all divisions, as the beginning of evils.

They are ashamed of the cross; they mock at the passion; they make a jest of the resurrection. They are the

offspring of that spirit who is the author of all evil, who led Adam, by means of his wife, to transgress the

commandment, who slew Abel by the hands of Cain, who fought against Job, who was the accuser of

Joshua the son of Josedech, who sought to "sift the faith" of the apostles, who stirred up the multitude of

the Jews against the Lord, who also now "worketh in the children of disobedience; from whom the Lord

Jesus Christ will deliver us, who prayed that the faith of the apostles might not fail, not because He was not

able of Himself to preserve it, but because He rejoiced in the pre-eminence of the Father. It is fitting,

therefore, that ye should keep aloof from such persons, and neither in private nor in public to talk with

them; but to give heed to the law, and the prophets, and to those who have preached to you the word of

salvation. But flee from all abominable heresies, and those that cause schisms, as the beginning of evils.

Chapter VIII · Let Nothing Be Done Without the Bishop.

See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, and the presbytery as ye would the

apostles; and reverence the deacons, as being the institution of God. Let no man do anything connected

with the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a proper Eucharist, which is [administered] either

by the bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever the bishop shall appear, there let the

multitude [of the people] also be; even as, wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church. It is not

lawful without the bishop either to baptize or to celebrate a love-feast; but whatsoever he shall approve of,

that is also pleasing to God, so that everything that is done may be secure and valid.

See that ye all follow the bishop, even as Christ Jesus does the Father, and the presbytery as ye would the

apostles. Do ye also reverence the deacons, as those that carry out [through their office] the appointment of

God. Let no man do anything connected with the Church without the bishop. Let that be deemed a proper

Eucharist, which is [administered] either by the bishop, or by one to whom he has entrusted it. Wherever

the bishop shall appear, there let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as where Christ is, there does all

the heavenly host stand by, waiting upon Him as the Chief Captain of the Lord's might, and the Governor

of every intelligent nature. It is not lawful without the bishop either to baptize, or to offer, or to present



sacrifice, or to celebrate a love-feast. But that which seems good to him, is also well-pleasing to God, that

everything ye do may be secure and valid.

Chapter IX · Honour the Bishop.

Moreover, it is in accordance with reason that we should return to soberness [of conduct], and, while yet we

have opportunity, exercise repentance towards God. It is well to reverence both God and the bishop. He

who honours the bishop has been honoured by God; he who does anything without the knowledge of the

bishop, does [in reality] serve the devil. Let all things, then, abound to you through grace, for ye are worthy.

Ye have refreshed me in all things, and Jesus Christ [shall refresh] you. Ye have loved me when absent as well

as when present. May God recompense you, for whose sake, while ye endure all things, ye shall attain unto

Him.

Moreover, it is in accordance with reason that we should return to soberness [of conduct], and, while yet we

have opportunity, exercise repentance towards God. For "in Hades there is no one who can confess his sins."

For "behold the man, and his work is before him." And [the Scripture saith], "My son, honour thou God

and the king." And say I, Honour thou God indeed, as the Author and Lord of all things, but the bishop as

the high-priest, who bears the image of God-of God. inasmuch as he is a ruler, and of Christ, in his capacity

of a priest. After Him, we must also honour the king. For there is no one superior to God, or even like to

Him, among all the beings that exist. Nor is there any one in the Church greater than the bishop, who

ministers as a priest to God for the salvation of the whole world. Nor, again, is there any one among rulers

to be compared with the king, who secures peace and good order to those over whom he rules. He who

honours the bishop shall be honoured by God, even as he that dishonours him shall be punished by God.

For if he that rises up against kings is justly held worthy of punishment, inasmuch as he dissolves public

order, of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who presumes to do

anything without the bishop, thus both destroying the [Church's] unity, and throwing its order into

confusion? For the priesthood is the very highest point of all good things among men, against which

whosoever is mad enough to strive, dishonours not man, but God, and Christ Jesus, the First-born, and the

only High Priest, by nature, of the Father. Let all things therefore be done by you with good order in

Christ. Let the laity be subject to the deacons; the deacons to the presbyters; the presbyters to the bishop;

the bishop to Christ, even as He is to the Father. As ye, brethren, have refreshed me, so will Jesus Christ

refresh you. Ye have loved me when absent, as well as when present. God will recompense you, for whose

sake ye have shown such kindness towards His prisoner. For even if I am not worthy of it, yet your zeal [to

help me] is an admirable thing. For "he who honours a prophet in the name of a prophet, shall receive a

prophet's reward." It is manifest also, that he who honours a prisoner of Jesus Christ shall receive the reward

of the martyrs.



Chapter X · Acknowledgment of Their Kindness.

Ye have done well in receiving Philo and Rheus Agathopus as servants of Christ our God, who have

followed me for the sake of God, and who give thanks to the Lord in your behalf, because ye have in every

way refreshed them. None of these things shall be lost to you. May my spirit be for you, and my bonds,

which ye have not despised or been ashamed of; nor shall Jesus Christ, our perfect hope, be ashamed of you.

Ye have done well in receiving Philo, and Gaius, and Agathopus, who, being the servants of Christ, have

followed me for the sake of God, and who greatly bless the Lord in your behalf, because ye have in every way

refreshed them. None of those things which ye have done to them shall be passed by without being

reckoned unto you. "The Lord grant" to you "that ye may find mercy of the Lord in that day!" May my

spirit be for you, and my bonds, which ye have not despised or been ashamed of. Wherefore, neither shall

Jesus Christ, our perfect hope, be ashamed of you.

Chapter XI · Request to Them to Send a Messenger to Antioch.

Your prayer has reached to the Church which is at Antioch in Syria. Coming from that place bound with

chains, most acceptable to God, I salute all; I who am not worthy to be styled from thence, inasmuch as I

am the least of them. Nevertheless, according to the will of God, I have been thought worthy [of this

honour], not that I have any sense [of having deserved it], but by the grace of God, which I wish may be

perfectly given to me, that through your prayers I may attain to God. In order, therefore, that your work

may be complete both on earth and in heaven, it is fitting that, for the honour of God, your Church should

elect some worthy delegate; so that he, journeying into Syria, may congratulate them that they are [now] at

peace, and are restored to their proper greatness, and that their proper constitution has been re-established

among them. It seems then to me a becoming thing, that you should send some one of your number with

an epistle, so that, in company with them, he may rejoice over the tranquility which, according to the will of

God, they have obtained, and because that, through your prayers, they have now reached the harbour. As

persons who are perfect, ye should also aim at those things which are perfect. For when ye are desirous to do

well, God is also ready to assist you.

Your prayers have reached to the Church of Antioch, and it is at peace. Coming from that place bound, I

salute all; I who am not worthy to be styled from thence, inasmuch as I am the least of them. Nevertheless,

according to the will of God, I have been thought worthy [of this honour], not that I have any senses [of

having deserved it], but by the grace of God, which I wish may be perfectly given to me, that through your

prayers I may attain to God. In order, therefore, that your work may be complete both on earth and in

heaven, it is fitting that, for the honour of God, your Church should elect some worthy delegate; so that he,

journeying into Syria, may congratulate them that they are [now] at peace, and are restored to their proper

greatness, and that their proper constitution has been re-established among them. What appears to me



proper to be done is this, that you should send some one of your number with an epistle, so that, in

company with them, he may rejoice over the tranquillity which, according to the will of God, they have

obtained, and because that, through your prayers, I have secured Christ as a safe harbour. As persons who

are perfect, ye should also aim at those things which are perfect. For when ye are desirous to do well, God is

also ready to assist you.

Chapter XII · Salutations.

The love of the brethren at Troas salutes you; whence also I write to you by Burrhus, whom ye sent with

me, together with the Ephesians, your brethren, and who has in all things refreshed me. And I would that

all may imitate him, as being a pattern of a minister of God. Grace will reward him in all things. I salute

your most worthy bishop, and your very venerable presbytery, and your deacons, my fellow-servants, and all

of you individually, as well as generally, in the name of Jesus Christ, and in His flesh and blood, in His

passion and resurrection, both corporeal and spiritual, in union with God and you. Grace, mercy, peace,

and patience, be with you for evermore!

The love of your brethren at Troas salutes you; whence also I write to you by Burgus, whom ye sent with

me, together with the Ephesians, your brethren, and who has in all things refreshed me. And I would that

all may imitate him, as being a pattern of a minister of God. The grace of the Lord will reward him in all

things. I salute your most worthy bishop Polycarp, and your venerable presbytery, and your Christ-bearing

deacons, my fellow-servants, and all of you individually, as well as generally, in the name of Christ Jesus, and

in His flesh and blood, in His passion and resurrection, both corporeal and spiritual, in union with God

and you. Grace, mercy, peace, and patience, be with you in Christ for evermore!

Conclusion.

I salute the families of my brethren, with their wives and children, and the virgins who are called widows. Be

ye strong, I pray, in the power of the Holy Ghost. Philo, who is with me, greets you. I salute the house of

Tavias, and pray that it may be confirmed in faith and love, both corporeal and spiritual. I salute Alce, my

well-beloved, and the incomparable Daphnus, and Eutecnus, and all by name. Fare ye well in the grace of

God.

I salute the families of my brethren, with their wives and children, and those that are ever virgins, and the

widows. Be ye strong, I pray, in the power of the Holy Ghost. Philo, my fellow-servant, who is with me,

greets you. I salute the house of Tavias, and pray that it may be confirmed in faith and love, both corporeal

and spiritual. I salute Alce; my well-beloved, and the incomparable Daphnus, and Eutecnus, and all by

name. Fare ye well in the grace of God, and of our Lord Jesus Christ, being filled with the Holy Spirit, and

divine and sacred wisdom.



Day 10

I G N A T I U S  T O  P O L Y C A R P  1 – 8

Chapter I · Commendation and Exhortation.

Having obtained good proof that thy mind is fixed in God as upon an immoveable rock, I loudly glorify

[His name] that I have been thought worthy [to behold] thy blameless face, which may I ever enjoy in God!

I entreat thee, by the grace with which thou art clothed, to press forward in thy course, and to exhort all

that they may be saved. Maintain thy position with all care, both in the flesh and spirit. Have a regard to

preserve unity, than which nothing is better. Bear with all, even as the Lord does with thee. Support all in

love, as also thou doest. Give thyself to prayer without ceasing. Implore additional understanding to what

thou already hast. Be watchful, possessing a sleepless spirit. Speak to every man separately, as God enables

thee. Bear the infirmities of all, as being a perfect athlete [in the Christian life]: where the labour is great, the

gain is all the more.

Having obtained good proof that thy mind is fixed in God as upon an immoveable rock, I loudly glorify

[His name] that I have been thought worthy to behold thy blameless face, which may I ever enjoy in God! I

entreat thee, by the grace with which thou art clothed, to press forward in thy course, and to exhort all that

they may be saved. Maintain thy position with all care, both in the flesh and spirit. Have a regard to preserve

unity, than which nothing is better. Bear with all even as the Lord does with thee. Support all in love, as also

thou doest. Give thyself to prayer without ceasing. Implore additional understanding to what thou already

hast. Be watchful, possessing a sleepless spirit. Speak to every man separately, as God enables thee. Bear the

infirmities of all, as being a perfect athlete [in the Christian life], even as does the Lord of all. For says [the

Scripture], "He Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses." Where the labour is great, the gain is

all the more.

Chapter II · Exhortations.

If thou lovest the good disciples, no thanks are due to thee on that account; but rather seek by meekness to

subdue the more troublesome. Every kind of wound is not healed with the same plaster. Mitigate violent

attacks [of disease] by gentle applications. Be in all things "wise as a serpent, and harmless as a dove." For this

purpose thou art composed of both flesh and spirit, that thou mayest deal tenderly with those [evils] that

present themselves visibly before thee. And as respects those that are not seen, pray that [God] would reveal

them unto thee, in order that thou mayest be wanting in nothing, but mayest abound in every gift. The

times call for thee, as pilots do for the winds, and as one tossed with tempest seeks for the haven, so that

both thou [and those under thy care] may attain to God. Be sober as an athlete of God: the prize set before



thee is immortality and eternal life, of which thou art also persuaded. In all things may my soul be for thing,

and my bonds also, which thou hast loved.

If thou lovest the good disciples, no thanks are due to thee on that account; but rather seek by meekness to

subdue the more troublesome. Every kind of wound is not healed with the same plaster. Mitigate violent

attacks [of disease] by gentle applications. Be in all things "wise as a serpent, and harmless always as a dove."

For this purpose thou art composed of both soul and body, art both fleshly and spiritual, that thou mayest

correct those [evils] that present themselves visibly before thee; and as respects those that are not seen,

mayest pray that these should be revealed to thee, so that thou mayest be wanting in nothing, but mayest

abound in every gift. The times call upon thee to pray. For as the wind aids the pilot of a ship, and as havens

are advantageous for safety to a tempest-tossed vessel, so is also prayer to thee, in order that thou mayest

attain to God. Be sober as an athlete of God, whose will is immortality and eternal life; of which thou art

also persuaded. In all things may my soul be for thine, and my bonds also, which thou hast loved.

Chapter III · Exhortations.

Let not those who seem worthy of credit, but teach strange doctrines, fill thee with apprehension. Stand

firm, as does an anvil which is beaten. It is the part of a noble athlete to be wounded, and yet to conquer.

And especially, we ought to bear all things for the sake of God, that He also may bear with us. Be ever

becoming more zealous than what thou art. Weigh carefully the times. Look for Him who is above all time,

eternal and invisible, yet who became visible for our sakes; impalpable and impassible, yet who became

passible on our account; and who in every kind of way suffered for our sakes.

Let not those who seem worthy of credit, but teach strange doctrines, fill thee with apprehension. Stand

firm, as does an anvil which is beaten. It is the part of a noble athlete to be wounded, and yet to conquer.

And especially we ought to bear all things for the sake of God, that He also may bear with us, and bring us

into His kingdom. Add more and more to thy diligence; run thy race with increasing energy; weigh

carefully the times. Whilst thou art here, be a conqueror; for here is the course, and there are the crowns.

Look for Christ, the Son of God; who was before time, yet appeared in time; who was invisible by nature,

yet visible in the flesh; who was impalpable, and could not be touched, as being without a body, but for our

sakes became such, might be touched and handled in the body; who was impassible as God, but became

passible for our sakes as man; and who in every kind of way suffered for our sakes.

Chapter IV · Exhortations.

Let not widows be neglected. Be thou, after the Lord, their protector and friend. Let nothing be done

without thy consent; neither do thou anything without the approval of God, which indeed thou dost not,

inasmuch as thou art stedfast. Let your assembling together be of frequent occurrence: seek after all by

name. Do not despise either male or female slaves, yet neither let them be puffed up with conceit, but rather



let them submit themselves the more, for the glory of God, that they may obtain from God a better liberty.

Let them not long to be set free [from slavery] at the public expense, that they be not found slaves to their

own desires.

Let not the widows be neglected. Be thou, after the Lord, their protector and friend. Let nothing be done

without thy consent; neither do thou anything without the approval of God, which indeed thou doest not.

Be thou stedfast. Let your assembling together be of frequent occurrence: seek after all by name. Do not

despise either male or female slaves, yet neither let them be puffed up with conceit, but rather let them

submit themselves the more, for the glory of God, that they may obtain from God a better liberty. Let them

not wish to be set free [from slavery] at the public expense, that they be not found slaves to their own

desires.

Chapter V · The Duties of Husbands and Wives.

Flee evil arts; but all the more discourse in public regarding them. Speak to my sisters, that they love the

Lord, and be satisfied with their husbands both in the flesh and spirit. In like manner also, exhort my

brethren, in the name of Jesus Christ, that they love their wives, even as the Lord the Church. If any one

can continue in a state of purity, to the honour of Him who is Lord of the flesh, let him so remain without

boasting. If he begins to boast, he is undone; and if he reckon himself greater than the bishop, he is ruined.

But it becomes both men and women who marry, to form their union with the approval of the bishop, that

their marriage may be according to God, and not after their own lust. Let all things be done to the honour

of God.

Flee evil arts; but all the more discourse in public regarding them. Speak to my sisters, that they love the

Lord, and be satisfied with their husbands both in the flesh and spirit. In like manner also, exhort my

brethren, in the name of Jesus Christ, that they love their wives, even as the Lord the Church. If any one

can continue in a state of purity, to the honour of the flesh of the Lord, let him so remain without boasting.

If he shall boast, he is undone; and if he seeks to be more prominent than the bishop, he is ruined. But it

becomes both men and women who marry, to form their union with the approval of the bishop, that their

marriage may be according to the Lord, and not after their own lust. Let all things be done to the honour of

God.

Chapter VI · The Duties of the Christian Flock.

Give ye heed to the bishop, that God also may give heed to you. My soul be for theirs that are submissive to

the bishop, to the presbyters, and to the deacons, and may my portion be along with them in God! Labour

together with one another; strive in company together; run together; suffer together; sleep together; and

awake together, as the stewards, and associates, and servants of God. Please ye Him under whom ye fight,

and from whom ye receive your wages. Let none of you be found a deserter. Let your baptism endure as



your arms; your faith as your helmet; your love as your spear; your patience as a complete panoply. Let your

works be the charge assigned to you, that ye may receive a worthy recompense. Be long-suffering, therefore,

with one another, in meekness, as God is towards you. May I have joy of you for ever!

Give ye heed to the bishop, that God also may give heed to you. My soul be for theirs that are submissive to

the bishop, to the presbytery, and to the deacons: may I have my portion with them from God! Labour

together with one another; strive in company together; run together; suffer together; sleep together; and

awake together, as the stewards, and associates, and servants of God. Please ye Him under whom ye fight,

and from whom ye shall receive your wages. Let none of you be found a deserter. Let your baptism endure

as your arms; your faith as your helmet; your love as your spear; your patience as a complete panoply. Let

your works be the charge assigned to you, that you may obtain for them a most worthy recompense. Be

long-suffering, therefore, with one another, in meekness, and God shall be so with you. May I have joy of

you for ever!

Chapter VII · Request that Polycarp Would Send a Messenger to Antioch.

Seeing that the Church which is at Antioch in Syria is, as report has informed me, at peace, through your

prayers, I also am the more encouraged, resting without anxiety in God, if indeed by means of suffering I

may attain to God, so that, through your prayers, I may be found a disciple [of Christ]. It is fitting, O

Polycarp, most blessed in God, to assemble a very solemn council, and to elect one whom you greatly love,

and know to be a man of activity, who may be designated the messenger of God; and to bestow on him this

honour that he may go into Syria, and glorify your ever active love to the praise of Christ. A Christian has

not power over himself, but must always be ready for the service of God. Now, this work is both God's and

yours, when ye shall have completed it to His glory. For I trust that, through grace, ye are prepared for every

good work pertaining to God. Knowing, therefore, your energetic love of the truth, I have exhorted you by

this brief Epistle.

Seeing that the Church which is at Antioch in Syria is, as report has informed me, at peace, through your

prayers, I also am the more encouraged, resting without anxiety in God, if indeed by means of suffering I

may attain to God, so that, through your prayers, I may be found a disciple [of Christ]. It is fitting, O

Polycarp, most blessed in God, to assemble a very solemn council, and to elect one whom you greatly love,

and know to be a man of activity, who may be designated the messenger of God; and to bestow on him the

honour of going into Syria, so that, going into Syria, he may glorify your ever active love to the praise of

God. A Christian has not power over himself, but must always be ready for the service of God. Now, this

work is both God's and yours, when ye shall have completed it. For I trust that, through grace, ye are

prepared for every good work pertaining to God. Knowing your energetic love of the truth, I have exhorted

you by this brief Epistle.



Chapter VIII · Let Other Churches Also Send to Antioch.

Inasmuch as I have not been able to write to all the Churches, because I must suddenly sail from Troas to

Neapolis, as the will [of the emperor] enjoins, [I beg that] thou, as being acquainted with the purpose of

God, wilt write to the adjacent Churches, that they also may act in like manner, such as are able to do so

sending messengers, and the others transmitting letters through those persons who are sent by thee, that

thou mayest be glorified by a work which shall be remembered for ever, as indeed thou art worthy to be. I

salute all by name, and in particular the wife of Epitropus, with all her house and children. I salute Attalus,

my beloved. I salute him who shall be deemed worthy to go [from you] into Syria. Grace shall be with him

for ever, and with Polycarp that sends him. I pray for your happiness for ever in our God, Jesus Christ, by

whom continue ye in the unity and under the protection of God, I salute Alce, my dearly beloved. Fare ye

well in the Lord.

Inasmuch, therefore, as I have not been able to write to all Churches, because I must suddenly sail from

Troas to Neapolis, as the will [of the emperor] enjoins, [I beg that] thou, as being acquainted with the

purpose of God, wilt write to the adjacent Churches, that they also may act in like manner, such as are able

to do so sending messenger, and the others transmitting letters through those persons who are sent by thee,

that thou mayest be glorified by a work which shall be remembered for ever, as indeed thou art worthy to

be. I salute all by name, and in particular the wife of Epitropus, with all her house and children. I salute

Attalus, my beloved. I salute him who shall be deemed worthy to go [from you] into Syria. Grace shall be

with him for ever, and with Polycarp that sends him. I pray for your happiness for ever in our God, Jesus

Christ, by whom continue ye in the unity and under the protection of God. I salute Alce, my dearly

beloved. Amen. Grace [be with you]. Fare ye well in the Lord.



Day 11

P O L Y C A R P  T O  T H E  P H I L I P P I A N S  1 – 1 4

Chapter I · Praise of the Philippians.

I have greatly rejoiced with you in our Lord Jesus Christ, because ye have followed the example of true love

[as displayed by God], and have accompanied, as became you, those who were bound in chains, the fitting

ornaments of saints, and which are indeed the diadems of the true elect of God and our Lord; and because

the strong root of your faith, spoken of in days long gone by, endureth even until now, and bringeth forth

fruit to our Lord Jesus Christ, who for our sins suffered even unto death, [but] "whom God raised from the

dead, having loosed the bands of the grave." "In whom, though now ye see Him not, ye believe, and

believing, rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory; " into which joy many desire to enter, knowing that

"by grace ye are saved, not of works," but by the will of God through Jesus Christ.

Chapter II · An Exhortation to Virtue.

"Wherefore, girding up your loins," "serve the Lord in fear" and truth, as those who have forsaken the vain,

empty talk and error of the multitude, and "believed in Him who raised up our Lord Jesus Christ from the

dead, and gave Him glory," and a throne at His right hand. To Him all things in heaven and on earth are

subject. Him every spirit serves. He comes as the Judge of the living and the dead. His blood will God

require of those who do not believe in Him. But He who raised Him up from the dead will raise up us also,

if we do His will, and walk in His commandments, and love what He loved, keeping ourselves from all

unrighteousness, covetousness, love of money, evil speaking, false witness; "not rendering evil for evil, or

railing for railing," or blow for blow, or cursing for cursing, but being mindful of what the Lord said in His

teaching: "Judge not, that ye be not judged; forgive, and it shall be forgiven unto you; be merciful, that ye

may obtain mercy; with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again; and once more, "Blessed

are the poor, and those that are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of God."

Chapter III · Expressions or Personal Unworthiness.

These things, brethren, I write to you concerning righteousness, not because I take anything upon myself,

but because ye have invited me to do so. For neither I, nor any other such one, can come up to the wisdom

of the blessed and glorified Paul. He, when among you, accurately and stedfastly taught the word of truth in

the presence of those who were then alive. And when absent from you, he wrote you a letter, which, if you

carefully study, you will find to be the means of building you up in that faith which has been given you, and

which, being followed by hope, and preceded by love towards God, and Christ, and our neighbour, "is the



mother of us all." For if any one be inwardly possessed of these graces, he hath fulfilled the command of

righteousness, since he that hath love is far from all sin.

Chapter IV · Various Exhortations.

"But the love of money is the root of all evils." Knowing, therefore, that "as we brought nothing into the

world, so we can carry nothing out," let us arm ourselves with the armour of righteousness; and let us teach,

first of all, ourselves to walk in the commandments of the Lord. Next, [teach] your wives [to walk] in the

faith given to them, and in love and purity tenderly loving their own husbands in all truth, and loving all

[others] equally in all chastity; and to train up their children in the knowledge and fear of God. Teach the

widows to be discreet as respects the faith of the Lord, praying continually for all, being far from all

slandering, evil-speaking, false-witnessing, love of money, and every kind of evil; knowing that they are the

altar of God, that He clearly perceives all things, and that nothing is hid from Him, neither reasonings, nor

reflections, nor any one of the secret things of the heart.

Chapter V · The Duties of Deacons, Youths, and Virgins.

Knowing, then, that "God is not mocked," we ought to walk worthy of His commandment and glory. In

like manner should the deacons be blameless before the face of His righteousness, as being the servants of

God and Christ, and not of men. They must not be slanderers, double-tongued, or lovers of money, but

temperate in all things, compassionate, industrious, walking according to the truth of the Lord, who was

the servant of all. If we please Him in this present world, we shall receive also the future world, according as

He has promised to us that He will raise us again from the dead, and that if we live worthily of Him, "we

shall also reign together with Him," provided only we believe. In like manner, let the young men also be

blameless in all things, being especially careful to preserve purity, and keeping themselves in, as with a

bridle, from every kind of evil. For it is well that they should be cut off from the lusts that are in the world,

since "every lust warreth against the spirit; " and "neither fornicators, nor effeminate, nor abusers of

themselves with mankind, shall inherit the kingdom of God," nor those who do things inconsistent and

unbecoming. Wherefore, it is needful to abstain from all these things, being subject to the presbyters and

deacons, as unto God and Christ. The virgins also must walk in a blameless and pure conscience.

Chapter VI · The Duties of Presbyters and Others.

And let the presbyters be compassionate and merciful to all, bringing back those that wander, visiting all the

sick, and not neglecting the widow, the orphan, or the poor, but always "providing for that which is

becoming in the sight of God and man; " abstaining from all wrath, respect of persons, and unjust

judgment; keeping far off from all covetousness, not quickly crediting [an evil report] against any one, not

severe in judgment, as knowing that we are all under a debt of sin. If then we entreat the Lord to forgive us,

we ought also ourselves to forgive; for we are before the eyes of our Lord and God, and "we must all appear



at the judgment-seat of Christ, and must every one give an account of himself." Let us then serve Him in

fear, and with all reverence, even as He Himself has commanded us, and as the apostles who preached the

Gospel unto us, and the prophets who proclaimed beforehand the coming of the Lord [have alike taught

us]. Let us be zealous in the pursuit of that which is good, keeping ourselves from causes of offence, from

false brethren, and from those who in hypocrisy bear the name of the Lord, and draw away vain men into

error.

Chapter VII · Avoid the Docetae, and Persevere in Fasting and Prayer.

"For whosoever does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, is antichrist; " and whosoever does

not confess the testimony of the cross, is of the devil; and whosoever perverts the oracles of the Lord to his

own lusts, and says that there is neither a resurrection nor a judgment, he is the first-born of Satan.

Wherefore, forsaking the vanity of many, and their false doctrines, let us return to the word which has been

handed down to us from the beginning; "watching unto prayer," and persevering in fasting; beseeching in

our supplications the all-seeing God "not to lead us into temptation ," as the Lord has said: "The spirit truly

is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Chapter VIII · Persevere in Hope and Patience.

Let us then continually persevere in our hope, and the earnest of our righteousness, which is Jesus Christ,

"who bore our sins in His own body on the tree," "who did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth,"

but endured all things for us, that we might live in Him. Let us then be imitators of His patience; and if we

suffer for His name's sake, let us glorify Him. For He has set us this example in Himself, and we have

believed that such is the case.

Chapter IX · Patience Inculcated.

I exhort you all, therefore, to yield obedience to the word of righteousness, and to exercise all patience, such

as ye have seen [set] before your eyes, not only in the case of the blessed Ignatius, and Zosimus, and Rufus,

but also in others among yourselves, and in Paul himself, and the rest of the apostles. [This do] in the

assurance that all these have not run in vain, but in faith and righteousness, and that they are [now] in their

due place in the presence of the Lord, with whom also they suffered. For they loved not this present world,

but Him who died for us, and for our sakes was raised again by God from the dead.

Chapter X · Exhortation to the Practice of Virtue.

Stand fast, therefore, in these things, and follow the example of the Lord, being firm and unchangeable in

the faith, loving the brotherhood, and being attached to one another, joined together in the truth,

exhibiting the meekness of the Lord in your intercourse with one another, and despising no one. When you

can do good, defer it not, because "alms delivers from death." Be all of you subject one to another having



your conduct blameless among the Gentiles," that ye may both receive praise for your good works, and the

Lord may not be blasphemed through you. But woe to him by whom the name of the Lord is blasphemed!

Teach, therefore, sobriety to all, and manifest it also in your own conduct.

Chapter XI · Expression of Grief on Account of Valens.

I am greatly grieved for Valens, who was once a presbyter among you, because he so little understands the

place that was given him [in the Church]. I exhort you, therefore, that ye abstain from covetousness, and

that ye be chaste and truthful. "Abstain from every form of evil." For if a man cannot govern himself in such

matters, how shall he enjoin them on others? If a man does not keep himself from covetousness, he shall be

defiled by idolatry, and shall be judged as one of the heathen. But who of us are ignorant of the judgment of

the Lord? "Do we not know that the saints shall judge the world? " as Paul teaches. But I have neither seen

nor heard of any such thing among you, in the midst of whom the blessed Paul laboured, and who are

commended in the beginning of his Epistle. For he boasts of you in all those Churches which alone then

knew the Lord; but we [of Smyrna] had not yet known Him. I am deeply grieved, therefore, brethren, for

him (Valens) and his wife; to whom may the Lord grant true repentance! And be ye then moderate in regard

to this matter, and "do not count such as enemies," but call them back as suffering and straying members,

that ye may save your whole body. For by so acting ye shall edify yourselves.

Chapter XII · Exhortation to Various Graces.

For I trust that ye are well versed in the Sacred Scriptures, and that nothing is hid from you; but to me this

privilege is not yet granted. It is declared then in these Scriptures, "Be ye angry, and sin not," and, "Let not

the sun go down upon your wrath." Happy is he who remembers this, which I believe to be the case with

you. But may the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ Himself, who is the Son of

God, and our everlasting High Priest, build you up in faith and truth, and in all meekness, gentleness,

patience, long-suffering, forbearance, and purity; and may He bestow on you a lot and portion among His

saints, and on us with you, and on all that are under heaven, who shall believe in our Lord Jesus Christ, and

in His Father, who "raised Him from the dead. Pray for all the saints. Pray also for kings, and potentates,

and princes, and for those that persecute and hate you, and for the enemies of the cross, that your fruit may

be manifest to all, and that ye may be perfect in Him.

Chapter XIII · Concerning the Transmission of Epistles.

Both you and Ignatius wrote to me, that if any one went [from this] into Syria, he should carry your letter

with him; which request I will attend to if I find a fitting opportunity, either personally, or through some

other acting for me, that your desire may be fulfilled. The Epistles of Ignatius written by him to us, and all

the rest [of his Epistles] which we have by us, we have sent to you, as you requested. They are subjoined to

this Epistle, and by them ye may be greatly profited; for they treat of faith and patience, and all things that



tend to edification in our Lord. Any more certain information you may have obtained respecting both

Ignatius himself, and those that were with him, have the goodness to make known to us.

Chapter XIV · Conclusion.

These things I have written to you by Crescens, whom up to the present time I have recommended unto

you, and do now recommend. For he has acted blamelessly among us, and I believe also among you.

Moreover, ye will hold his sister in esteem when she comes to you. Be ye safe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Grace

be with you all. Amen.



Day 12

T H E  M A R T Y R D O M  O F  P O L Y C A R P  1 – 2 2

Chapter I · Subject of Which We Write.

We have written to you, brethren, as to what relates to the martyrs, and especially to the blessed Polycarp,

who put an end to the persecution, having, as it were, set a seal upon it by his martyrdom. For almost all the

events that happened previously [to this one], took place that the Lord might show us from above a

martyrdom becoming the Gospel. For he waited to be delivered up, even as the Lord had done, that we also

might become his followers, while we look not merely at what concerns ourselves but have regard also to

our neighbours. For it is the part of a true and well-founded love, not only to wish one's self to be saved, but

also all the brethren.

Chapter II · The Wonderful Constancy of the Martyrs.

All the martyrdoms, then, were blessed and noble which took place according to the will of God. For it

becomes us who profess greater piety than others, to ascribe the authority over all things to God. And truly,

who can fail to admire their nobleness of mind, and their patience, with that love towards their Lord which

they displayed?-who, when they were so torn with scourges, that the frame of their bodies, even to the very

inward veins and arteries, was laid open, still patiently endured, while even those that stood by pitied and

bewailed them. But they reached such a pitch of magnanimity, that not one of them let a sigh or a groan

escape them; thus proving to us all that those holy martyrs of Christ, at the very time when they suffered

such torments, were absent from the body, or rather, that the Lord then stood by them, and communed

with them. And, looking to the grace of Christ, they despised all the torments of this world, redeeming

themselves from eternal punishment by [the suffering of] a single hour. For this reason the fire of their

savage executioners appeared cool to them. For they kept before their view escape from that fire which is

eternal and never shall be quenched, and looked forward with the eyes of their heart to those good things

which are laid up for such as endure; things "which ear hath not heard, nor eye seen, neither have entered

into the heart of man," but were revealed by the Lord to them, inasmuch as they were no longer men, but

had already become angels. And, in like manner, those who were condemned to the wild beasts endured

dreadful tortures, being stretched out upon beds full of spikes, and subjected to various other kinds of

torments, in order that, if it were possible, the tyrant might, by their lingering tortures, lead them to a denial

[of Christ].

Chapter III · The Constancy of Germanicus. The Death of Polycarp is Demanded.



For the devil did indeed invent many things against them; but thanks be to God, he could not prevail over

all. For the most noble Germanicus strengthened the timidity of others by his own patience, and fought

heroically with the wild beasts. For, when the proconsul sought to persuade him, and urged him to take

pity upon his age, he attracted the wild beast towards himself, and provoked it, being desirous to escape all

the more quickly from an unrighteous and impious world. But upon this the whole multitude, marvelling

at the nobility of mind displayed by the devout and godly race of Christians, cried out, "Away with the

Atheists; let Polycarp be sought out!"

Chapter IV · Quintus the Apostate.

Now one named Quintus, a Phrygian, who was but lately come from Phrygia, when he saw the wild beasts,

became afraid. This was the man who forced himself and some others to come forward voluntarily [for

trial]. Him the proconsul, after many entreaties, persuaded to swear and to offer sacrifice. Wherefore,

brethren, we do not commend those who give themselves up [to suffering], seeing the Gospel does not

teach so to do.

Chapter V · The Departure and Vision of Polycarp.

But the most admirable Polycarp, when he first heard [that he was sought for], was in no measure disturbed,

but resolved to continue in the city. However, in deference to the wish of many, he was persuaded to leave it.

He departed, therefore, to a country house not far distant from the city. There he stayed with a few

[friends], engaged in nothing else night and day than praying for all men, and for the Churches throughout

the world, according to his usual custom. And while he was praying, a vision presented itself to him three

days before he was taken; and, behold, the pillow under his head seemed to him on fire. Upon this, turning

to those that were with him, he said to them prophetically," I must be burnt alive."

Chapter VI · Polycarp is Betrayed by a Servant.

And when those who sought for him were at hand, he departed to another dwelling, whither his pursuers

immediately came after him. And when they found him not, they seized upon two youths [that were there],

one of whom, being subjected to torture, confessed. It was thus impossible that he should continue hid,

since those that betrayed him were of his own household. The Irenarch then (whose office is the same as

that of the Cleronomus ), by name Herod, hastened to bring him into the stadium. [This all happened]

that he might fulfil his special lot, being made a partaker of Christ, and that they who betrayed him might

undergo the punishment of Judas himself.

Chapter VII · Polycarp is Found by His Pursuers.

His pursuers then, along with horsemen, and taking the youth with them, went forth at supper-time on the

day of the preparation with their usual weapons, as if going out against a robber. And being come about



evening [to the place where he was], they found him lying down in the upper room of a certain little house,

from which he might have escaped into another place; but he refused, saying, "The will of God be done." So

when he heard that they were come, he went down and spake with them. And as those that were present

marvelled at his age and constancy, some of them said. "Was so much effort made to capture such a

venerable man? Immediately then, in that very hour, he ordered that something to eat and drink should be

set before them, as much indeed as they cared for, while he besought them to allow him an hour to pray

without disturbance. And on their giving him leave, he stood and prayed, being full of the grace of God, so

that he could not cease for two full hours, to the astonishment of them that heard him, insomuch that

many began to repent that they had come forth against so godly and venerable an old man.

Chapter VIII · Polycarp is Brought into the City.

Now, as soon as he had ceased praying, having made mention of all that had at any time come in contact

with him, both small and great, illustrious and obscure, as well as the whole Catholic Church throughout

the world, the time of his departure having arrived, they set him upon an ass, and conducted him into the

city, the day being that of the great Sabbath. And the Irenarch Herod, accompanied by his father Nicetes

(both riding in a chariot ), met him, and taking him up into the chariot, they seated themselves beside him,

and endeavoured to persuade him, saying, "What harm is there in saying, Lord Caesar, and in sacrificing,

with the other ceremonies observed on such occasions, and so make sure of safety? "But he at first gave them

no answer; and when they continued to urge him, he said, "I shall not do as you advise me." So they, having

no hope of persuading him, began to speak bitter words unto him, and cast him with violence out of the

chariot, insomuch that, in getting down from the carriage, he dislocated his leg [by the fall]. But without

being disturbed, and as if suffering nothing, he went eagerly forward with all haste, and was conducted to

the stadium, where the tumult was so great, that there was no possibility of being heard.

Chapter IX · Polycarp Refuses to Revile Christ.

Now, as Polycarp was entering into the stadium, there came to him a voice from heaven, saying, "Be strong,

and show thyself a man, O Polycarp!" No one saw who it was that spoke to him; but those of our brethren

who were present heard the voice. And as he was brought forward, the tumult became great when they

heard that Polycarp was taken. And when he came near, the proconsul asked him whether he was Polycarp.

On his confessing that he was, [the proconsul] sought to persuade him to deny [Christ], saying, "Have

respect to thy old age," and other similar things, according to their custom, [such as], "Swear by the fortune

of Caesar; repent, and say, Away with the Atheists." But Polycarp, gazing with a stern countenance on all the

multitude of the wicked heathen then in the stadium, and waving his hand towards them, while with

groans he looked up to heaven, said, "Away with the Atheists." Then, the proconsul urging him, and saying,

"Swear, and I will set thee at liberty, reproach Christ; "Polycarp declared, "Eighty and six years have I served

Him, and He never did me any injury: how then can I blaspheme my King and my Saviour? "



Chapter X · Polycarp Confesses Himself a Christian.

And when the proconsul yet again pressed him, and said, "Swear by the fortune of Caesar," he answered,

"Since thou art vainly urgent that, as thou sayest, I should swear by the fortune of Caesar, and pretendest

not to know who and what I am, hear me declare with boldness, I am a Christian. And if you wish to learn

what the doctrines of Christianity are, appoint me a day, and thou shalt hear them." The proconsul replied,

"Persuade the people." But Polycarp said, "To thee I have thought it right to offer an account [of my faith];

for we are taught to give all due honour (which entails no injury upon ourselves) to the powers and

authorities which are ordained of God. But as for these , I do not deem them worthy of receiving any

account from me."

Chapter XI · No Threats Have Any Effect on Polycarp.

The proconsul then said to him, "I have wild beasts at hand ; to these will I cast thee, except thou repent."

But he answered, "Call them then, for we are not accustomed to repent of what is good in order to adopt

that which is evil; and it is well for me to be changed from what is evil to what is righteous." But again the

proconsul said to him, "I will cause thee to be consumed by fire, seeing thou despisest the wild beasts, if

thou wilt not repent." But Polycarp said, "Thou threatenest me with fire which burneth for an hour, and

after a little is extinguished, but art ignorant of the fire of the coming judgment and of eternal punishment,

reserved for the ungodly. But why tarriest thou? Bring forth what thou wilt."

Chapter XII · Polycarp is Sentenced to Be Burned.

While he spoke these and many other like things, he was filled with confidence and joy, and his countenance

was full of grace, so that not merely did it not fall as if troubled by the things said to him, but, on the

contrary, the proconsul was astonished, and sent his herald to proclaim in the midst of the stadium thrice,

"Polycarp has confessed that he is a Christian." This proclamation having been made by the herald, the

whole multitude both of the heathen and Jews, who dwelt at Smyrna, cried out with uncontrollable fury,

and in a loud voice, "This is the teacher of Asia, the father of the Christians, and the overthrower of our

gods, he who has been teaching many not to sacrifice, or to worship the gods." Speaking thus, they cried

out, and besought Philip the Asiarch to let loose a lion upon Polycarp. But Philip answered that it was not

lawful for him to do so, seeing the shows of wild beasts were already finished. Then it seemed good to them

to cry out with one consent, that Polycarp should be burnt alive. For thus it behooved the vision which was

revealed to him in regard to his pillow to be fulfilled, when, seeing it on fire as he was praying, he turned

about and said prophetically to the faithful that were with him, "I must be burnt alive."

Chapter XIII · The Funeral Pile is Erected.



This, then, was carried into effect with greater speed than it was spoken, the multitudes immediately

gathering together wood and fagots out of the shops and baths; the Jews especially, according to custom,

eagerly assisting them in it. And when the funeral pile was ready, Polycarp, laying aside all his garments, and

loosing his girdle, sought also to take off his sandals,-a thing he was not accustomed to do, inasmuch as

every one of the faithful was always eager who should first touch his skin. For, on account of his holy life, he

was, even before his martyrdom, adorned with every kind of good. Immediately then they surrounded him

with those substances which had been prepared for the funeral pile. But when they were about also to fix

him with nails, he said, "Leave me as I am; for He that giveth me strength to endure the fire, will also enable

me, without your securing me by nails, to remain without moving in the pile."

Chapter XIV · The Prayer of Polycarp.

They did not nail him then, but simply bound him. And he, placing his hands behind him, and being

bound like a distinguished ram [taken] out of a great flock for sacrifice, and prepared to be an acceptable

burnt-offering unto God, looked up to heaven, and said, "O Lord God Almighty, the Father of thy beloved

and blessed Son Jesus Christ, by whom we have received the knowledge of Thee, the God of angels and

powers, and of every creature, and of the whole race of the righteous who live before thee, I give Thee

thanks that Thou hast counted me, worthy of this day and this hour, that I should have a part in the

number of Thy martyrs, in the cup of thy Christ, to the resurrection of eternal life, both of soul and body,

through the incorruption [imparted] by the Holy Ghost. Among whom may I be accepted this day before

Thee as a fat and acceptable sacrifice, according as Thou, the ever-truthful God, hast fore-ordained, hast

revealed beforehand to me, and now hast fulfilled. Wherefore also I praise Thee for all things, I bless Thee, I

glorify Thee, along with the everlasting and heavenly Jesus Christ, Thy beloved Son, with whom, to Thee,

and the Holy Ghost, be glory both now and to all coming ages. Amen."

Chapter XV · Polycarp is Not Injured by the Fire.

When he had pronounced this amen , and so finished his prayer, those who were appointed for the purpose

kindled the fire. And as the flame blazed forth in great fury, we, to whom it was given to witness it, beheld a

great miracle, and have been preserved that we might report to others what then took place. For the fire,

shaping itself into the form of an arch, like the sail of a ship when filled with the wind, encompassed as by a

circle the body of the martyr. And he appeared within not like flesh which is burnt, but as bread that is

baked, or as gold and silver glowing in a furnace. Moreover, we perceived such a sweet odour [coming from

the pile], as if frankincense or some such precious spices had been smoking there.

Chapter XVI · Polycarp is Pierced by a Dagger.

At length, when those wicked men perceived that his body could not be consumed by the fire, they

commanded an executioner to go near and pierce him through with a dagger. And on his doing this, there



came forth a dove, and a great quantity of blood, so that the fire was extinguished; and all the people

wondered that there should be such a difference between the unbelievers and the elect, of whom this most

admirable Polycarp was one, having in our own times been an apostolic and prophetic teacher, and bishop

of the Catholic Church which is in Smyrna. For every word that went out of his mouth either has been or

shall yet be accomplished.

Chapter XVII · The Christians are Refused Polycarp's Body.

But when the adversary of the race of the righteous, the envious, malicious, and wicked one, perceived the

impressive nature of his martyrdom, and [considered] the blameless life he had led from the beginning, and

how he was now crowned with the wreath of immortality, having beyond dispute received his reward, he

did his utmost that not the least memorial of him should be taken away by us, although many desired to do

this, and to become possessors of his holy flesh. For this end he suggested it to Nicetes, the father of Herod

and brother of Alce, to go and entreat the governor not to give up his body to be buried, "lest," said he,

"forsaking Him that was crucified, they begin to worship this one." This he said at the suggestion and

urgent persuasion of the Jews, who also watched us, as we sought to take him out of the fire, being ignorant

of this, that it is neither possible for us ever to forsake Christ, who suffered for the salvation of such as shall

be saved throughout the whole world (the blameless one for sinners ), nor to worship any other. For Him

indeed, as being the Son of God, we adore; but the martyrs, as disciples and followers of the Lord, we

worthily love on account of their extraordinary affection towards their own King and Master, of whom may

we also be made companions and fellow-disciples!

Chapter XVIII · The Body of Polycarp is Burned.

The centurion then, seeing the strife excited by the Jews, placed the body in the midst of the fire, and

consumed it. Accordingly, we afterwards took up his bones, as being more precious than the most exquisite

jewels, and more purified than gold, and deposited them in a fitting place, whither, being gathered together,

as opportunity is allowed us, with joy and rejoicing, the Lord shall grant us to celebrate the anniversary of

his martyrdom, both in memory of those who have already finished their course, and for the exercising and

preparation of those yet to walk in their steps.

Chapter XIX · Praise of the Martyr Polycarp.

This, then, is the account of the blessed Polycarp, who, being the twelfth that was martyred in Smyrna

(reckoning those also of Philadelphia), yet occupies a place of his own in the memory of all men, insomuch

that he is everywhere spoken of by the heathen themselves. He was not merely an illustrious teacher, but

also a pre-eminent martyr, whose martyrdom all desire to imitate, as having been altogether consistent with

the Gospel of Christ. For, having through patience overcome the unjust governor, and thus acquired the

crown of immortality, he now, with the apostles and all the righteous [in heaven], rejoicingly glorifies God,



even the Father, and blesses our Lord Jesus Christ, the Saviour of our souls, the Governor of our bodies,

and the Shepherd of the Catholic Church throughout the world.

Chapter XX · This Epistle is to Be Transmitted to the Brethren.

Since, then, ye requested that we would at large make you acquainted with what really took place, we have

for the present sent you this summary account through our brother Marcus. When, therefore, ye have

yourselves read this Epistle, be pleased to send it to the brethren at a greater distance, that they also may

glorify the Lord, who makes such choice of His own servants. To Him who is able to bring us all by His

grace and goodness into his everlasting kingdom, through His only-begotten Son Jesus Christ, to Him be

glory, and honour, and power, and majesty, for ever. Amen. Salute all the saints. They that are with us salute

you, and Evarestus, who wrote this Epistle, with all his house.

Chapter XXI · The Date of the Martyrdom.

Now, the blessed Polycarp suffered martyrdom on the second day of the month Xanthicus just begun, the

seventh day before the Kalends of May, on the great Sabbath, at the eighth hour. He was taken by Herod,

Philip the Trallian being high priest, Statius Quadratus being proconsul, but Jesus Christ being King for

ever, to whom be glory, honour, majesty, and an everlasting throne, from generation to generation. Amen.

Chapter XXII · Salutation.

We wish you, brethren, all happiness, while you walk according to the doctrine of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ; with whom be glory to God the Father and the Holy Spirit, for the salvation of His holy elect, after

whose example the blessed Polycarp suffered, following in whose steins may we too be found in the

kingdom of Jesus Christ!

These things Caius transcribed from the copy of Irenaeus (who was a disciple of Polycarp), having himself

been intimate with Irenaeus. And I Socrates transcribed them at Corinth from the copy of Caius. Grace be

with you all.

And I again, Pionius, wrote them from the previously written copy, having carefully searched into them,

and the blessed Polycarp having manifested them to me through a revelation, even as I shall show in what

follows. I have collected these things, when they had almost faded away through the lapse of time, that the

Lord Jesus Christ may also gather me along with His elect into His heavenly kingdom, to whom, with the

Father and the Holy Spirit, be glory for ever and ever. Amen.
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Chapter I · After the Salutation, the Writer Declares that He Would Communicate to His

Brethren Something of that Which He Had Himself Received.

All hail, ye sons and daughters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who loved us in peace.

Seeing that the divine fruits of righteousness abound among you, I rejoice exceedingly and above measure in

your happy and honoured spirits, because ye have with such effect received the engrafted spiritual gift.

Wherefore also I inwardly rejoice the more, hoping to be saved, because I truly perceive in you the Spirit

poured forth from the rich Lord of love. Your greatly desired appearance has thus filled me with

astonishment over you. I am therefore pursuaded of this, and fully convinced in my own mind, that since I

began to speak among you I understand many things, because the Lord hath accompanied me in the way of

righteousness. I am also on this account bound by the strictest obligation to love you above my own soul,

because great are the faith and love dwelling in you, while you hope for the life which He has promised.

Considering this, therefore, that if I should take the trouble to communicate to you some portion of what I

have myself received, it will prove to me a sufficient reward that I minister to such spirits, I have hastened

briefly to write unto you, in order that, along with your faith, ye might have perfect knowledge. The

doctrines of the Lord, then, are three: the hope of life, the beginning and the completion of it. For the Lord

hath made known to us by the prophets both the things which are past and present, giving us also the first-

fruits of the knowledge of things to come, which things as we see accomplished, one by one, we ought with

the greater richness of faith and elevation of spirit to draw near to Him with reverence. I then, not as your

teacher, but as one of yourselves, will set forth a few things by which in present circumstances ye may be

rendered the more joyful.

Chapter II · The Jewish Sacrifices are Now Abolished.

Since, therefore, the days are evil, and Satan possesses the power of this world, we ought to give heed to

ourselves, and diligently inquire into the ordinances of the Lord. Fear and patience, then, are helpers of our

faith; and long-suffering and continence are things which fight on our side. While these remain pure in

what respects the Lord, Wisdom, Understanding, Science, and Knowledge rejoice along with them. For He

hath revealed to us by all the prophets that He needs neither sacrifices, nor burnt-offerings, nor oblations,

saying thus, "What is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me, saith the Lord? I am full of burnt-offerings,

and desire not the fat of lambs, and the blood of bulls and goats, not when ye come to appear before Me: for

who hath required these things at your hands? Tread no more My courts, not though ye bring with you fine

flour. Incense is a vain abomination unto Me, and your new moons and sabbaths I cannot endure." He has



therefore abolished these things, that the new law of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is without the yoke of

necessity, might have a human oblation. And again He says to them, "Did I command your fathers, when

they went out from the land of Egypt, to offer unto Me burnt-offerings and sacrifices? But this rather I

commanded them, Let no one of you cherish any evil in his heart against his neighbour, and love not an

oath of falsehood." We ought therefore, being possessed of understanding, to perceive the gracious

intention of our Father; for He speaks to us, desirous that we, not going astray like them, should ask how

we may approach Him. To us, then, He declares, "A sacrifice [pleasing] to God is a broken spirit; a smell of

sweet savour to the Lord is a heart that glorifieth Him that made it." We ought therefore, brethren, carefully

to inquire concerning our salvation, lest the wicked one, having made his entrance by deceit, should hurl us

forth from our [true] life.

Chapter III · The Fasts of the Jews are Not True Fasts, Nor Acceptable to God.

He says then to them again concerning these things, "Why do ye fast to Me as on this day, saith the Lord,

that your voice should be heard with a cry? I have not chosen this fast, saith the Lord, that a man should

humble his soul. Nor, though ye bend your neck like a ring, and put upon you sackcloth and ashes, will ye

call it an acceptable fast." To us He saith, "Behold, this is the fast that I have chosen, saith the Lord, not that

a man should humble his soul, but that he should loose every band of iniquity, untie the fastenings of harsh

agreements, restore to liberty them that are bruised, tear in pieces every unjust engagement, feed the hungry

with thy bread, clothe the naked when thou seest him, bring the homeless into thy house, not despise the

humble if thou behold him, and not [turn away] from the members of thine own family. Then shall thy

dawn break forth, and thy healing shall quickly spring up, and righteousness shall go forth before thee, and

the glory of God shall encompass thee; and then thou shalt call, and God shall hear thee; whilst thou art yet

speaking, He shall say, Behold, I am with thee; if thou take away from thee the chain [binding others], and

the stretching forth of the hands [to sweat falsely], and words of murmuring, and give cheerfully thy bread

to the hungry, and show compassion to the soul that has been humbled." To this end, therefore, brethren,

He is long-suffering, foreseeing how the people whom He has prepared shall with guilelessness believe in

His Beloved. For He revealed all these things to us beforehand, that we should not rush forward as rash

acceptors of their laws.

Chapter IV · Antichrist is at Hand: Let Us Therefore Avoid Jewish Errors.

It therefore behoves us, who inquire much concerning events at hand, to search diligently into those things

which are able to save us. Let us then utterly flee from all the works of iniquity, lest these should take hold

of us; and let us hate the error of the present time, that we may set our love on the world to come: let us not

give loose reins to our soul, that it should have power to run with sinners and the wicked, lest we become

like them. The final stumbling-block (or source of danger) approaches, concerning which it is written, as

Enoch says, "For for this end the Lord has cut short the times and the days, that His Beloved may hasten;



and He will come to the inheritance." And the prophet also speaks thus: "Ten kingdoms shall reign upon

the earth, and a little king shall rise up after them, who shall subdue under one three of the kings. In like

manner Daniel says concerning the same, "And I beheld the fourth beast, wicked and powerful, and more

savage than all the beasts of the earth, and how from it sprang up ten horns, and out of them a little

budding horn, and how it subdued under one three of the great horns." Ye ought therefore to understand.

And this also I further beg of you, as being one of you, and loving you both individually and collectively

more than my own soul, to take heed now to yourselves, and not to be like some, adding largely to your sins,

and saying, "The covenant is both theirs and ours." But they thus finally lost it, after Moses had already

received it. For the Scripture saith, "And Moses was fasting in the mount forty days and forty nights, and

received the covenant from the Lord, tables of stone written with the finger of the hand of the Lord; " but

turning away to idols, they lost it. For the Lord speaks thus to Moses: "Moses go down quickly; for the

people whom thou hast brought out of the land of Egypt have transgressed." And Moses understood [the

meaning of God], and cast the two tables out of his hands; and their covenant was broken, in order that the

covenant of the beloved Jesus might be sealed upon our heart, in the hope which flows from believing in

Him. Now, being desirous to write many things to you, not as your teacher, but as becometh one who loves

you, I have taken care not to fail to write to you from what I myself possess, with a view to your

purification. We take earnest heed in these last days; for the whole [past] time of your faith will profit you

nothing, unless now in this wicked time we also withstand coming sources of danger, as becometh the sons

of God. That the Black One may find no means of entrance, let us flee from every vanity, let us utterly hate

the works of the way of wickedness. Do not, by retiring apart, live a solitary life, as if you were already [fully]

justified; but coming together in one place, make common inquiry concerning what tends to your general

welfare. For the Scripture saith, "Woe to them who are wise to themselves, and prudent in their own sight!"

Let us be spiritually-minded: let us be a perfect temple to God. As much as in us lies, let us meditate upon

the fear of God, and let us keep His commandments, that we may rejoice in His ordinances. The Lord will

judge the world without respect of persons. Each will receive as he has done: if he is righteous, his

righteousness will precede him; if he is wicked, the reward of wickedness is before him. Take heed, lest

resting at our ease, as those who are the called [of God], we should fall asleep in our sins, and the wicked

prince, acquiring power over us, should thrust us away from the kingdom of the Lord. And all the more

attend to this, my brethren, when ye reflect and behold, that after so great signs and wonders were wrought

in Israel, they were thus [at length] abandoned. Let us beware lest we be found [fulfilling that saying], as it is

written, "Many are called, but few are chosen."

Chapter V · The New Covenant, Founded on the Sufferings of Christ, Tends to Our Salvation,

But to the Jews' Destruction.



For to this end the Lord endured to deliver up His flesh to corruption, that we might be sanctified through

the remission of sins, which is effected by His blood of sprinkling. For it is written concerning Him, partly

with reference to Israel, and partly to us; and [the Scripture] saith thus: "He was wounded for our

transgressions, and braised for our iniquities: with His stripes we are healed. He was brought as a sheep to

the slaughter, and as a lamb which is dumb before its shearer." Therefore we ought to be deeply grateful to

the Lord, because He has both made known to us things that are past, and hath given us wisdom

concerning things present, and hath not left us without understanding in regard to things which are to

come. Now, the Scripture saith, "Not unjustly are nets spread out for birds." This means that the man

perishes justly, who, having a knowledge of the way of righteousness, rushes off into the way of darkness.

And further, my brethren: if the Lord endured to suffer for our soul, He being Lord of all the world, to

whom God said at the foundation of the world, "Let us make man after our image, and after our likeness,"

understand how it was that He endured to suffer at the hand of men. The prophets, having obtained grace

from Him, prophesied concerning Him. And He (since it behoved Him to appear in flesh), that He might

abolish death, and reveal the resurrection from the dead, endured [what and as He did], in order that He

might fulfill the promise made unto the fathers, and by preparing a new people for Himself, might show,

while He dwelt on earth, that He, when He has raised mankind, will also judge them. Moreover, teaching

Israel, and doing so great miracles and signs, He preached [the truth] to him, and greatly loved him. But

when He chose His own apostles who where to preach His Gospel, [He did so from among those] who

were sinners above all sin, that He might show He came "not to call the righteous, but sinners to

repentance." Then He manifested Himself to be the Son of God. For if He had not come in the flesh, how

could men have been saved by beholding Him? Since looking upon the sun which is to cease to exist, and is

the work of His hands, their eyes are not able to bear his rays. The Son of God therefore came in the flesh

with this view, that He might bring to a head the sum of their sins who had persecuted His prophets to the

death. For this purpose, then, He endured. For God saith, "The stroke of his flesh is from them; " and

"when I shall smite the Shepherd, then the sheep of the flock shall be scattered." He himself willed thus to

suffer, for it was necessary that He should suffer on the tree. For says he who prophesies regarding Him,

"Spare my soul from the sword, fasten my flesh with nails; for the assemblies of the wicked have risen up

against me." And again he says, "Behold, I have given my back to scourges, and my cheeks to strokes, and I

have set my countenance as a firm rock."

Chapter VI · The Sufferings of Christ, and the New Covenant, Were Announced by the

Prophets.

When, therefore, He has fulfilled the commandment, what saith He? "Who is he that will contend with

Me? let him oppose Me: or who is he that will enter into judgment with Me? let him draw near to the

servant of the Lord." "Woe unto you, for ye shall all wax old, like a garment, and the moth shall eat you up."



And again the prophet says, "Since as a mighty stone He is laid for crushing, behold I cast down for the

foundations of Zion a stone, precious, elect, a corner-stone, honourable." Next, what says He? "And he

who shall trust in it shall live for ever." Is our hope, then, upon a stone? Far from it. But [the language is

used] inasmuch as He laid his flesh [as a foundation] with power; for He says, "And He placed me as a firm

rock." And the prophet says again, "The stone which the builders rejected, the same has become the head of

the corner." And again he says, "This is the great and wonderful day which the Lord hath made. I write the

more simply unto you, that ye may understand. I am the off-scouring of your love. What, then, again says

the prophet? "The assembly of the wicked surrounded me; they encompassed me as bees do a honeycomb,"

and "upon my garment they cast lots." Since, therefore, He was about to be manifested and to suffer in the

flesh, His suffering was foreshown. For the prophet speaks against Israel, "Woe to their soul, because they

have counselled an evil counsel against themselves, saying, Let us bind the just one, because he is displeasing

to us." And Moses also says to them, "Behold these things, saith the Lord God: Enter into the good land

which the Lord swore [to give] to Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and inherit ye it, a land flowing with milk

and honey." What, then, says Knowledge? Learn: "Trust," she says, "in Him who is to be manifested to you

in the flesh-that is, Jesus." For man is earth in a suffering state, for the formation of Adam was from the face

of the earth. What, then, meaneth this: "into the good land, a land flowing with milk and honey? "Blessed

be our Lord, who has placed in us wisdom and understanding of secret things. For the prophet says, "Who

shall understand the parable of the Lord, except him who is wise and prudent, and who loves his Lord? "

Since, therefore, having renewed us by the remission of our sins, He hath made us after another pattern, [it

is His purpose] that we should possess the soul of children, inasmuch as He has created us anew by His

Spirit. For the Scripture says concerning us, while He speaks to the Son, "Let Us make man after Our image,

and after Our likeness; and let them have dominion over the beasts of the earth, and the fowls of heaven,

and the fishes of the sea." And the Lord said, on beholding the fair creature man, "Increase, and multiply,

and replenish the earth." These things [were spoken] to the Son. Again, I will show thee how, in respect to

us, He has accomplished a second fashioning in these last days. The Lord says, "Behold, I will make the last

like the first." In reference to this, then, the prophet proclaimed, "Enter ye into the land flowing with milk

and honey, and have dominion over it." Behold, therefore, we have been refashioned, as again He says in

another prophet, "Behold, saith the Lord, I will take away from these, that is, from those whom the Spirit of

the Lord foresaw, their stony hearts, and I will put hearts of flesh within them," because He was to be

manifested in flesh, and to sojourn among us. For, my brethren, the habitation of our heart is a holy temple

to the Lord. For again saith the Lord, "And wherewith shall I appear before the Lord my God, and be

glorified? " He says, "I will confess to thee in the Church in the midst of my brethren; and I will praise thee

in the midst of the assembly of the saints." We, then, are they whom He has led into the good land. What,

then, mean milk and honey? This, that as the infant is kept alive first by honey, and then by milk, so also we,

being quickened and kept alive by the faith of the promise and by the word, shall live ruling over the earth.



But He said above, "Let them increase, and rule over the fishes." Who then is able to govern the beasts, or

the fishes, or the fowls of heaven? For we ought to perceive that to govern implies authority, so that one

should command and rule. If, therefore, this does not exist at present, yet still He has promised it to us.

When? When we ourselves also have been made perfect [so as] to become heirs of the covenant of the Lord.

Chapter VII · Fasting, and the Goat Sent Away, Were Types of Christ.

Understand, then, ye children of gladness, that the good Lord has foreshown all things to us, that we might

know to whom we ought for everything to render thanksgiving and praise. If therefore the Son of God,

who is Lord [of all things], and who will judge the living and the dead, suffered, that His stroke might give

us life, let us believe that the Son of God could not have suffered except for our sakes. Moreover, when fixed

to the cross, He had given Him to drink vinegar and gall. Hearken how the priests of the people gave

previous indications of this. His commandment having been written, the Lord enjoined, that whosoever

did not keep the fast should be put to death, because He also Himself was to offer in sacrifice for our sins

the vessel of the Spirit, in order that the type established in Isaac when he was offered upon the altar might

be fully accomplished. What, then, says He in the prophet? "And let them eat of the goat which is offered,

with fasting, for all their sins." Attend carefully: "And let all the priests alone eat the inwards, unwashed

with vinegar." Wherefore? Because to me, who am to offer my flesh for the sins of my new people, ye are to

give gall with vinegar to drink: eat ye alone, while the people fast and mourn in sackcloth and ashes. [These

things were done] that He might show that it was necessary for Him to suffer for them. How, then, ran the

commandment? Give your attention. Take two goats of goodly aspect, and similar to each other, and offer

them. And let the priest take one as a burnt-offering for sins. And what should they do with the other?

"Accursed," says He, "is the one." Mark how the type of Jesus now comes out. "And all of you spit upon it,

and pierce it, and encircle its head with scarlet wool, and thus let it be driven into the wilderness." And

when all this has been done, he who bears the goat brings it into the desert, and takes the wool off from it,

and places that upon a shrub which is called Rachia , of which also we are accustomed to eat the fruits when

we find them in the field. Of this kind of shrub alone the fruits are sweet. Why then, again, is this? Give

good heed. [You see] "one upon the altar, and the other accursed; "and why [do you behold] the one that is

accursed crowned? Because they shall see Him then in that day having a scarlet robe about his body down

to his feet; and they shall say, Is not this He whom we once despised, and pierced, and mocked, and

crucified? Truly this is He who then declared Himself to be the Son of God. For how like is He to Him!

With a view to this, [He required] the goats to be of goodly aspect, and similar, that, when they see Him

then coming, they may be amazed by the likeness of the goat. Behold, then, the type of Jesus who was to

suffer. But why is it that they place the wool in the midst of thorns? It is a type of Jesus set before the view

of the Church. [They place the wool among thorns], that any one who wishes to bear it away may find it

necessary to suffer much, because the thorn is formidable, and thus obtain it only as the result of suffering.



Thus also, says He, "Those who wish to behold Me, and lay hold of My kingdom, must through tribulation

and suffering obtain Me."

Chapter VIII · The Red Heifer a Type of Christ.

Now what do you suppose this to be a type of, that a command was given to Israel, that men of the greatest

wickedness should offer a heifer, and slay and burn it, and, that then boys should take the ashes, and put

these into vessels, and bind round a stick purple wool along with hyssop, and that thus the boys should

sprinkle the people, one by one, in order that they might be purified from their sins? Consider how He

speaks to you with simplicity. The calf is Jesus: the sinful men offering it are those who led Him to the

slaughter. But now the men are no longer guilty, are no longer regarded as sinners. And the boys that

sprinkle are those that have proclaimed to us the remission of sins and purification of heart. To these He

gave authority to preach the Gospel, being twelve in number, corresponding to the twelve tribes of Israel.

But why are there three boys that sprinkle? To correspond to Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, because these

were great with God. And why was the wool [placed] upon the wood? Because by wood Jesus holds His

kingdom, so that [through the cross] those believing on Him shall live for ever. But why was hyssop joined

with the wool? Because in His kingdom the days will be evil and polluted in which we shall be saved, [and]

because he who suffers in body is cured through the cleansing efficacy of hyssop. And on this account the

things which stand thus are clear to us, but obscure to them because they did not hear the voice of the Lord.

Chapter IX · The Spiritual Meaning of Circumcision.

He speaks moreover concerning our ears, how He hath circumcised both them and our heart. The Lord

saith in the prophet, "In the hearing of the ear they obeyed me." And again He saith, "By hearing, those shall

hear who are afar off; they shall know what I have done." And, "Be ye circumcised in your hearts, saith the

Lord." And again He says, "Hear, O Israel, for these things saith the Lord thy God." And once more the

Spirit of the Lord proclaims, "Who is he that wishes to live for ever? By hearing let him hear the voice of my

servant." And again He saith, "Hear, O heaven, and give ear, O earth, for God hath spoken." These are in

proof. And again He saith, "Hear the word of the Lord, ye rulers of this people." And again He saith, "Hear,

ye children, the voice of one crying in the wilderness." Therefore He hath circumcised our ears, that we

might hear His word and believe, for the circumcision in which they trusted is abolished. For He declared

that circumcision was not of the flesh, but they transgressed because an evil angel deluded them. He saith to

them, "These things saith the Lord your God"-(here I find a new commandment)-"Sow not among thorns,

but circumcise yourselves to the Lord." And why speaks He thus: "Circumcise the stubbornness of your

heart, and harden not your neck? " And again: "Behold, saith the Lord, all the nations are uncircumcised in

the flesh, but this people are uncircumcised in heart." But thou wilt say, "Yea, verily the people are

circumcised for a seal." But so also is every Syrian and Arab, and all the priests of idols: are these then also

within the bond of His covenant? Yea, the Egyptians also practise circumcision. Learn then, my children,



concerning all things richly, that Abraham, the first who enjoined circumcision, looking forward in spirit to

Jesus, practised that rite, having received the mysteries of the three letters. For [the Scripture] saith, "And

Abraham circumcised ten, and eight, and three hundred men of his household." What, then, was the

knowledge given to him in this? Learn the eighteen first, and then the three hundred. The ten and the eight

are thus denoted-Ten by I, and Eight by H. You have [the initials of the, name of] Jesus. And because the

cross was to express the grace [of our redemption] by the letter T, he says also, "Three Hundred." He

signifies, therefore, Jesus by two letters, and the cross by one. He knows this, who has put within us the

engrafted gift of His doctrine. No one has been admitted by me to a more excellent piece of knowledge than

this, but I know that ye are worthy.

Chapter X · Spiritual Significance of the Precepts of Moses Respecting Different Kinds of

Food.

Now, wherefore did Moses say, "Thou shalt not eat the swine, nor the eagle, nor the hawk, nor the raven,

nor any fish which is not possessed of scales? " He embraced three doctrines in his mind [in doing so].

Moreover, the Lord saith to them in Deuteronomy, "And I will establish my ordinances among this people."

Is there then not a command of God they should not eat [these things]? There is, but Moses spoke with a

spiritual reference. For this reason he named the swine, as much as to say, "Thou shalt not join thyself to

men who resemble swine." For when they live in pleasure, they forget their Lord; but when they come to

want, they acknowledge the Lord. And [in like manner] the swine, when it has eaten, does not recognize its

master; but when hungry it cries out, and on receiving food is quiet again. "Neither shalt thou eat," says he

"the eagle, nor the hawk, nor the kite, nor the raven." "Thou shalt not join thyself," he means, "to such men

as know not how to procure food for themselves by labour and sweat, but seize on that of others in their

iniquity, and although wearing an aspect of simplicity, are on the watch to plunder others." So these birds,

while they sit idle, inquire how they may devour the flesh of others, proving themselves pests [to all] by

their wickedness. "And thou shalt not eat," he says, "the lamprey, or the polypus, or the cuttlefish." He

means, "Thou shalt not join thyself or be like to such men as are ungodly to the end, and are condemned to

death." In like manner as those fishes, above accursed, float in the deep, not swimming [on the surface] like

the rest, but make their abode in the mud which lies at the bottom. Moreover, "Thou shall not," he says,

"eat the hare." Wherefore? "Thou shall not be a corrupter of boys, nor like unto such." Because the hare

multiplies, year by year, the places of its conception; for as many years as it lives so many it has. Moreover,

"Thou shall not eat the hyena." He means, "Thou shall not be an adulterer, nor a corrupter, nor be like to

them that are such." Wherefore? Because that animal annually changes its sex, and is at one time male, and

at another female. Moreover, he has rightly detested the weasel. For he means, "Thou shalt not be like to

those whom we hear of as committing wickedness with the mouth, on account of their uncleanness; nor

shall thou be joined to those impure women who commit iniquity with the mouth. For this animal



conceives by the mouth." Moses then issued three doctrines concerning meats with a spiritual significance;

but they received them according to fleshly desire, as if he had merely spoken of [literal] meats. David,

however, comprehends the knowledge of the three doctrines, and speaks in like manner: "Blessed is the man

who hath not walked in the counsel of the ungodly," even as the fishes [referred to] go in darkness to the

depths [of the sea]; "and hath not stood in the way of sinners," even as those who profess to fear the Lord,

but go astray like swine; "and hath not sat in the seat of scorners," even as those birds that lie in wait for

prey. Take a full and firm grasp of this spiritual knowledge. But Moses says still further, "Ye shall eat every

animal that is cloven-footed and ruminant." What does he mean? [The ruminant animal denotes him] who,

on receiving food, recognizes Him that nourishes him, and being satisfied by Him, is visibly made glad. Well

spake [Moses], having respect to the commandment. What, then, does he mean? That we ought to join

ourselves to those that fear the Lord, those who meditate in their heart on the commandment which they

have received, those who both utter the judgments of the Lord and observe them, those who know that

meditation is a work of gladness, and who ruminate upon the word of the Lord. But what means the

cloven-footed? That the righteous man also walks in this world, yet looks forward to the holy state [to

come]. Behold how well Moses legislated. But how was it possible for them to understand or comprehend

these things? We then, rightly understanding his commandments, explain them as the Lord intended. For

this purpose He circumcised our ears and our hearts, that we might understand these things.

Chapter XI · Baptism and the Cross Prefigured in the Old Testament.

Let us further inquire whether the Lord took any care to foreshadow the water [of baptism] and the cross.

Concerning the water, indeed, it is written, in reference to the Israelites, that they should not receive that

baptism which leads to the remission of sins, but should procure another for themselves. The prophet

therefore declares, "Be astonished, O heaven, and let the earth tremble at this, because this people hath

committed two great evils: they have forsaken Me, a living fountain, and have hewn out for themselves

broken cisterns. Is my holy hill Zion a desolate rock? For ye shall be as the fledglings of a bird, which fly

away when the nest is removed." And again saith the prophet, "I will go before thee and make level the

mountains, and will break the brazen gates, and bruise in pieces the iron bars; and I will give thee the secret,

hidden, invisible treasures, that they may know that I am the Lord God." And "He shall dwell in a lofty cave

of the strong rock." Furthermore, what saith He in reference to the Son? "His water is sure; ye shall see the

King in His glory, and your soul shall meditate on the fear of the Lord." And again He saith in another

prophet, "The man who doeth these things shall be like a tree planted by the courses of waters, which shall

yield its fruit in due season; and his leaf shall not fade, and all that he doeth shall prosper. Not so are the

ungodly, not so, but even as chaff, which the wind sweeps away from the face of the earth. Therefore the

ungodly shall not stand in judgment, nor sinners in the counsel of the just; for the Lord knoweth the way of

the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish." Mark how He has described at once both the water



and the cross. For these words imply, Blessed are they who, placing their trust in the cross, have gone down

into the water; for, says He, they shall receive their reward in due time: then He declares, I will recompense

them. But now He saith, "Their leaves shall not fade." This meaneth, that every word which proceedeth out

of your mouth in faith and love shall tend to bring conversion and hope to many. Again, another prophet

saith, "And the land of Jacob shall be extolled above every land." This meaneth the vessel of His Spirit,

which He shall glorify. Further, what says He? "And there was a river flowing on the right, and from it arose

beautiful trees; and whosoever shall eat of them shall live for ever." This meaneth, that we indeed descend

into the water full of sins and defilement, but come up, bearing fruit in our heart, having the fear [of God]

and trust in Jesus in our spirit. "And whosoever shall eat of these shall live for ever," This meaneth:

Whosoever, He declares, shall hear thee speaking, and believe, shall live for ever.

Chapter XII · The Cross of Christ Frequently Announced in the Old Testament.

In like manner He points to the cross of Christ in another prophet, who saith, "And when shall these things

be accomplished? And the Lord saith, When a tree shall be bent down, and again arise, and when blood

shall flow out of wood." Here again you have an intimation concerning the cross, and Him who should be

crucified. Yet again He speaks of this in Moses, when Israel was attacked by strangers. And that He might

remind them, when assailed, that it was on account of their sins they were delivered to death, the Spirit

speaks to the heart of Moses, that he should make a figure of the cross, and of Him about to suffer thereon;

for unless they put their trust in Him, they shall be overcome for ever. Moses therefore placed one weapon

above another in the midst of the hill, and standing upon it, so as to be higher than all the people, he

stretched forth his hands, and thus again Israel acquired the mastery. But when again he let down his hands,

they were again destroyed. For what reason? That they might know that they could not be saved unless they

put their trust in Him. And in another prophet He declares, "All day long I have stretched forth My hands

to an unbelieving people, and one that gainsays My righteous way." And again Moses makes a type of Jesus,

[signifying] that it was necessary for Him to suffer, [and also] that He would be the author of life [to

others], whom they believed to have destroyed on the cross when Israel was failing. For since transgression

was committed by Eve through means of the serpent, [the Lord] brought it to pass that every [kind of]

serpents bit them, and they died, that He might convince them, that on account of their transgression they

were given over to the straits of death. Moreover Moses, when he commanded, "Ye shall not have any graven

or molten [image] for your God," did so that he might reveal a type of Jesus. Moses then makes a brazen

serpent, and places it upon a beam, and by proclamation assembles the people. When, therefore, they were

come together, they besought Moses that he would offer sacrifice in their behalf, and pray for their recovery.

And Moses spake unto them, saying, "When any one of you is bitten, let him come to the serpent placed on

the pole; and let him hope and believe, that even though dead, it is able to give him life, and immediately he

shall be restored." And they did so. Thou hast in this also [an indication of] the glory of Jesus; for in Him



and to Him are all things. What, again, says Moses to Jesus (Joshua) the son of Nave, when he gave him this

name, as being a prophet, with this view only, that all the people might hear that the Father would reveal all

things concerning His Son Jesus to the son of Nave? This name then being given him when he sent him to

spy out the land, he said, "Take a book into thy hands, and write what the Lord declares, that the Son of

God will in the last days cut off from the roots all the house of Amalek." Behold again: Jesus who was

manifested, both by type and in the flesh, is not the Son of man, but the Son of God. Since, therefore, they

were to say that Christ was the son of David, fearing and understanding the error of the wicked, he saith,

"The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit at My right hand, until I make Thine enemies Thy footstool." And again,

thus saith Isaiah, "The Lord said to Christ, my Lord, whose right hand I have holden, that the nations

should yield obedience before Him; and I will break in pieces the strength of kings." Behold how David

calleth Him Lord and the Son of God.

Chapter XIII · Christians, and Not Jews, the Heirs of the Covenant.

But let us see if this people is the heir, or the former, and if the covenant belongs to us or to them. Hear ye

now what the Scripture saith concerning the people. Isaac prayed for Rebecca his wife, because she was

barren; and she conceived. Furthermore also, Rebecca went forth to inquire of the Lord; and the Lord said

to her, "Two nations are in thy womb, and two peoples in thy belly; and the one people shall surpass the

other, and the elder shall serve the younger." You ought to understand who was Isaac, who Rebecca, and

concerning what persons He declared that this people should be greater than that. And in another

prophecy Jacob speaks more clearly to his son Joseph, saying, "Behold, the Lord hath not deprived me of

thy presence; bring thy sons to me, that I may bless them." And he brought Manasseh and Ephraim,

desiring that Manasseh should be blessed, because he was the elder. With this view Joseph led him to the

right hand of his father Jacob. But Jacob saw in spirit the type of the people to arise afterwards. And what

says [the Scripture]? And Jacob changed the direction of his bands, and laid his fight hand upon the head of

Ephraim, the second and younger, and blessed him. And Joseph said to Jacob, "Transfer thy right hand to

the head of Manasseh, for he is my first-born son." And Jacob said, "I know it, my son, I know it; but the

elder shall serve the younger: yet he also shall be blessed." Ye see on whom he laid [his hands], that this

people should be first, and heir of the covenant. If then, still further, the same thing was intimated through

Abraham, we reach the perfection of our knowledge. What, then, says He to Abraham? "Because thou hast

believed, it is imputed to thee for righteousness: behold, I have made thee the father of those nations who

believe in the Lord while in [a state of] uncircumcision."

Chapter XIV · The Lord Hath Given Us the Testament Which Moses Received and Broke.

Yes [it is even so]; but let us inquire if the Lord has really given that testament which He swore to the fathers

that He would give to the people. He did give it; but they were not worthy to receive it, on account of their

sins. For the prophet declares, "And Moses was fasting forty days and forty nights on Mount Sinai, that he



might receive the testament of the Lord for the people." And he received from the Lord two tables, written

in the spirit by the finger of the hand of the Lord. And Moses having received them, carried them down to

give to the people. And the Lord said to Moses, "Moses, Moses, go down quickly; for thy people hath

sinned, whom thou didst bring out of the land of Egypt." And Moses understood that they had again made

molten images; and he threw the tables out of his hands, and the tables of the testament of the Lord were

broken. Moses then received it, but they proved themselves unworthy. Learn now how we have received it.

Moses, as a servant, received it; but the Lord himself, having suffered in our behalf, hath given it to us, that

we should be the people of inheritance. But He was manifested, in order that they might be perfected in

their iniquities, and that we, being constituted heirs through Him, might receive the testament of the Lord

Jesus, who was prepared for this end, that by His personal manifestation, redeeming our hearts (which were

already wasted by death, and given over to the iniquity of error) from darkness, He might by His word enter

into a covenant with us. For it is written how the Father, about to redeem us from darkness, commanded

Him to prepare a holy people for Himself. The prophet therefore declares, "I, the Lord Thy God, have

called Thee in righteousness, and will hold Thy hand, and will strengthen Thee; and I have given Thee for a

covenant to the people, for a light to the nations, to open the eyes of the blind, and to bring forth from

fetters them that are bound, and those that sit in darkness out of the prison-house." Ye perceive, then,

whence we have been redeemed. And again, the prophet says, "Behold, I have appointed Thee as a light to

the nations, that Thou mightest be for salvation even to the ends of the earth, saith the Lord God that

redeemeth thee." And again, the prophet saith, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; because He hath

anointed me to preach the Gospel to the humble: He hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to proclaim

deliverance to the captives, and recovery of sight to the blind; to announce the acceptable year of the Lord,

and the day of recompense; to comfort all that mourn."

Chapter XV · The False and the True Sabbath.

Further, also, it is written concerning the Sabbath in the Decalogue which [the Lord] spoke, face to face, to

Moses on Mount Sinai, "And sanctify ye the Sabbath of the Lord with clean hands and a pure heart." And

He says in another place, "If my sons keep the Sabbath, then will I cause my mercy to rest upon them." The

Sabbath is mentioned at the beginning of the creation [thus]: "And God made in six days the works of His

hands, and made an end on the seventh day, and rested on it, and sanctified it." Attend, my children, to the

meaning of this expression, "He finished in six days." This implieth that the Lord will finish all things in six

thousand years, for a day is with Him a thousand years. And He Himself testifieth, saying, "Behold, to-day

will be as a thousand years." Therefore, my children, in six days, that is, in six thousand years, all things will

be finished. "And He rested on the seventh day." This meaneth: when His Son, coming [again], shall

destroy the time of the wicked man, and judge the ungodly, and change the-sun, and the moon, and the

stars, then shall He truly rest on the seventh day. Moreover, He says, "Thou shalt sanctify it with pure hands



and a pure heart." If, therefore, any one can now sanctify the day which God hath sanctified, except he is

pure in heart in all things, we are deceived. Behold, therefore: certainly then one properly resting sanctifies

it, when we ourselves, having received the promise, wickedness no longer existing, and all things having

been made new by the Lord, shall be able to work righteousness. Then we shall be able to sanctify it, having

been first sanctified ourselves. Further, He says to them, "Your new moons and your Sabbath I cannot

endure." Ye perceive how He speaks: Your present Sabbaths are not acceptable to Me, but that is which I

have made, [namely this, ] when, giving rest to all things, I shall make a beginning of the eighth day, that is,

a beginning of another world. Wherefore, also, we keep the eighth day with joyfulness, the day also on

which Jesus rose again from the dead. And when He had manifested Himself, He ascended into the

heavens.

Chapter XVI · The Spiritual Temple of God.

Moreover, I will also tell you concerning the temple, how the wretched [Jews], wandering in error, trusted

not in God Himself, but in the temple, as being the house of God. For almost after the manner of the

Gentiles they worshipped Him in the temple. But learn how the Lord speaks, when abolishing it: "Who

hath meted out heaven with a span, and the earth with his palm? Have not I? " "Thus saith the Lord,

Heaven is My throne, and the earth My footstool: what kind of house will ye build to Me, or what is the

place of My rest? " Ye perceive that their hope is vain. Moreover, He again says, "Behold, they who have cast

down this temple, even they shall build it up again." It has so happened. For through their going to war, it

was destroyed by their enemies; and now: they, as the servants of their enemies, shall rebuild it. Again, it was

revealed that the city and the temple and the people of Israel were to be given up. For the Scripture saith,

"And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the Lord will deliver up the sheep of His pasture, and their

sheep-fold and tower, to destruction." And it so happened as the Lord had spoken. Let us inquire, then, if

there still is a temple of God. There is-where He himself declared He would make and finish it. For it is

written, "And it shall come to pass, when the week is completed, the temple of God shall be built in glory in

the name of the Lord." I find, therefore, that a temple does exist. Learn, then, how it shall be built in the

name of the Lord. Before we believed in God, the habitation of our heart was corrupt and weak, as being

indeed like a temple made with hands. For it was full of idolatry, and was a habitation of demons, through

our doing such things as were opposed to [the will of] God. But it shall be built, observe ye, in the name of

the Lord, in order that the temple of the Lord may be built in glory. How? Learn [as follows]. Having

received the forgiveness of sins, and placed our trust in the name of the Lord, we have become new

creatures, formed again from the beginning. Wherefore in our habitation God truly dwells in us. How? His

word of faith; His calling of promise; the wisdom of the statutes; the commands of the doctrine; He himself

prophesying in us; He himself dwelling in us; opening to us who were enslaved by death the doors of the

temple, that is, the mouth; and by giving us repentance introduced us into the incorruptible temple. He



then, who wishes to be saved, looks not to man, but to Him who dwelleth in him, and speaketh in him,

amazed at never having either heard him utter such words with his mouth, nor himself having ever desired

to hear them. This is the spiritual temple built for the Lord.

Chapter XVII · Conclusionof the First Part of the Epistle.

As far as was possible, and could be done with perspicuity, I cherish the hope that, according to my desire, I

have omitted none of those things at present [demanding consideration], which bear upon your salvation.

For if I should write to you about things future, ye would not understand, because such knowledge is hid in

parables. These things then are so.

Chapter XVIII · Second Part of the Epistle. The Two Ways.

But let us now pass to another sort of knowledge and doctrine. There are two ways of doctrine and

authority, the one of light, and the other of darkness. But there is a great difference between these two ways.

For over one are stationed the light-bringing angels of God, but over the other the angels of Satan. And He

indeed (i.e., God) is Lord for ever and ever, but he (i.e., Satan) is prince of the time of iniquity.

Chapter XIX · The Way of Light.

The way of light, then, is as follows. If any one desires to travel to the appointed place, he must be zealous in

his works. The knowledge, therefore, which is given to us for the purpose of walking in this way, is the

following. Thou shalt love Him that created thee: thou shalt glorify Him that redeemed thee from death.

Thou shalt be simple in heart, and rich in spirit. Thou shalt not join thyself to those who walk in the way of

death. Thou shalt hate doing what is unpleasing to God: thou shalt hate all hypocrisy. Thou shalt not

forsake the commandments of the Lord. Thou shalt not exalt thyself, but shalt be of a lowly mind. Thou

shalt not take glory to thyself. Thou shalt not take evil counsel against thy neighbour. Thou shalt not allow

over-boldness to enter into thy soul. Thou shalt not commit fornication: thou shalt not commit adultery:

thou shalt not be a corrupter of youth. Thou shalt not let the word of God issue from thy lips with any

kind of impurity. Thou shalt not accept persons when thou reprovest any one for transgression. Thou shalt

be meek: thou shalt be peaceable. Thou shalt tremble at the words which thou hearest. Thou shalt not be

mindful of evil against thy brother. Thou shalt not be of doubtful mind as to whether a thing shall be or

not. Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord in vain. Thou shalt love thy neighbour more than thine own

soul. Thou shalt not slay the child by procuring abortion; nor, again, shalt thou destroy it after it is born.

Thou shalt not withdraw thy hand from thy son, or from thy daughter, but from their infancy thou shalt

teach them the fear of the Lord. Thou shalt not covet what is thy neighbour's, nor shalt thou be avaricious.

Thou shalt not be joined in soul with the haughty, but thou shalt be reckoned with the righteous and lowly.

Receive thou as good things the trials which come upon thee. Thou shalt not be of double mind or of

double tongue, for a double tongue is a snare of death. Thou shalt be subject to the Lord, and to [other]



masters as the image of God, with modesty and fear. Thou shalt not issue orders with bitterness to thy

maidservant or thy man-servant, who trust in the same [God ], lest thou shouldst not reverence that God

who is above both; for He came to call men not according to their outward appearance, but according as

the Spirit had prepared them. Thou shalt communicate in all things with thy neighbour; thou shalt not call

things thine own; for if ye are partakers in common of things which are incorruptible, how much more

[should you be] of those things which are corruptible! Thou shalt not be hasty with thy tongue, for the

mouth is a snare of death. As far as possible, thou shalt be pure in thy soul. Do not be ready to stretch forth

thy hands to take, whilst thou contractest them to give. Thou shalt love, as the apple of thine eye, every one

that speaketh to thee the word of the Lord. Thou shalt remember the day of judgment, night and day.

Thou shalt seek out every day the faces of the saints, either by word examining them, and going to exhort

them, and meditating how to save a soul by the word, or by thy hands thou shalt labour for the redemption

of thy sins. Thou shalt not hesitate to give, nor murmur when thou givest. "Give to every one that asketh

thee," and thou shalt know who is the good Recompenser of the reward. Thou shalt preserve what thou

hast received [in charge], neither adding to it nor taking from it. To the last thou shalt hate the wicked

[one]. Thou shalt judge righteously. Thou shalt not make a schism, but thou shalt pacify those that

contend by bringing them together. Thou shalt confess thy sins. Thou shalt not go to prayer with an evil

conscience. This is the way of light.

Chapter XX · The Way of Darkness.

But the way of darkness is crooked, and full of cursing; for it is the way of eternal death with punishment,

in which way are the things that destroy the soul, viz., idolatry, over-confidence, the arrogance of power,

hypocrisy, double-heartedness, adultery, murder, rapine, haughtiness, transgression, deceit, malice, self-

sufficiency, poisoning, magic, avarice, want of the fear of God. [In this way, too, ] are those who persecute

the good, those who hate truth, those who love falsehood, those who know not the reward of righteousness,

those who cleave not to that which is good, those who attend not with just judgment to the widow and

orphan, those who watch not to the fear of God, [but incline] to wickedness, from whom meekness and

patience are far off; persons who love vanity, follow after a reward, pity not the needy, labour not in aid of

him who is overcome with toil; who are prone to evil-speaking, who know not Him that made them, who

are murderers of children, destroyers of the workmanship of God; who turn away him that is in want, who

oppress the afflicted, who are advocates of the rich, who are unjust judges of the poor, and who are in every

respect transgressors.

Chapter XXI · Conclusion.

It is well, therefore, that he who has learned the judgments of the Lord, as many as have been written,

should walk in them. For he who keepeth these shall be glorified in the kingdom of God; but he who

chooseth other things shall be destroyed with his works. On this account there will be a resurrection, on this



account a retribution. I beseech you who are superiors, if you will receive any counsel of my good-will, have

among yourselves those to whom you may show kindness: do not forsake them. For the day is at hand on

which all things shall perish with the evil [one]. The Lord is near, and His reward. Again, and yet again, I

beseech you: be good lawgivers to one another; continue faithful counsellors of one another; take away

from among you all hypocrisy. And may God, who ruleth over all the world, give to you wisdom,

intelligence, understanding, knowledge of His judgments, with patience. And be ye taught of God,

inquiring diligently what the Lord asks from you; and do it that ye maybe safe in the day of judgment. And

if you have any remembrance of what is good, be mindful of me, meditating on these things, in order that

both my desire and watchfulness may result in some good. I beseech you, entreating this as a favour. While

yet you are in this fair vessel, do not fail in any one of those things, but unceasingly seek after them, and

fulfil every commandment; for these things are worthy. Wherefore I have been the more earnest to write to

you, as my ability served, that I might cheer you. Farewell, ye children of love and peace. The Lord of glory

and of all grace be with your spirit. Amen.
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Chapter I · Occasion of the Epistle.

Since I see thee, most excellent Diognetus, exceedingly desirous to learn the mode of worshipping God

prevalent among the Christians, and inquiring very carefully and earnestly concerning them, what God

they trust in, and what form of religion they observe, so as all to look down upon the world itself, and

despise death, while they neither esteem those to be gods that are reckoned such by the Greeks, nor hold to

the superstition of the Jews; and what is the affection which they cherish among themselves; and why, in

fine, this new kind or practice [of piety] has only now entered into the world, and not long ago; I cordially

welcome this thy desire, and I implore God, who enables us both to speak and to hear, to grant to me so to

speak, that, above all, I may hear you have been edified, and to you so to hear, that I who speak may have no

cause of regret for having done so.

Chapter II · The Vanity of Idols.

Come, then, after you have freed yourself from all prejudices possessing your mind, and laid aside what you

have been accustomed to, as something apt to deceive you, and being made, as if from the beginning, a new

man, inasmuch as, according to your own confession, you are to be the hearer of a new [system of]

doctrine; come and contemplate, not with your eyes only, but with your understanding, the substance and

the form of those whom ye declare and deem to be gods. Is not one of them a stone similar to that on which

we tread? Is not a second brass, in no way superior to those vessels which are constructed for our ordinary

use? Is not a third wood, and that already rotten? Is not a fourth silver, which needs a man to watch it, lest it

be stolen? Is not a fifth iron, consumed by rust? Is not a sixth earthenware, in no degree more valuable than

that which is formed for the humblest purposes? Are not all these of corruptible matter? Are they not

fabricated by means of iron and fire? Did not the sculptor fashion one of them, the brazier a second, the

silversmith a third, and the potter a fourth? Was not every one of them, before they were formed by the arts

of these [workmen] into the shape of these [gods], each in its own way subject to change? Would not those

things which are now vessels, formed of the same materials, become like to such, if they met with the same

artificers? Might not these, which are now worshipped by you, again be made by men vessels similar to

others? Are they not all deaf? Are they not blind? Are they not without life? Are they not destitute of

feeling? Are they not incapable of motion? Are they not all liable to rot? Are they not all corruptible? These

things ye call gods; these ye serve; these ye worship; and ye become altogether like to them. For this reason ye

hate the Christians, because they do not deem these to be gods. But do not ye yourselves, who now think

and suppose [such to be gods], much more cast contempt upon them than they [the Christians do]? Do ye



notmuch more mock and insult them, when ye worship those that are made of stone and earthenware,

without appointing any persons to guard them; but those made of silver and gold ye shut up by night, and

appoint watchers to look after them by day, lest they be stolen? And by those gifts which ye mean to present

to them, do ye not, if they are possessed of sense, rather punish [than honour] them? But if, on the other

hand, they are destitute of sense, ye convict them of this fact, while ye worship them with blood and the

smoke of sacrifices. Let any one of you suffer such indignities! Let any one of you endure to have such

things done to himself! But not a single human being will, unless compelled to it, endure such treatment,

since he is endowed with sense and reason. A stone, however, readily bears it, seeing it is insensible.

Certainly you do not show [by your conduct] that he [your God] is possessed of sense. And as to the fact

that Christians are not accustomed to serve such gods, I might easily find many other things to say; but if

even what has been said does not seem to any one sufficient, I deem it idle to say anything further.

Chapter III · Superstitions of the Jews.

And next, I imagine that you are most desirous of hearing something on this point, that the Christians do

not observe the same forms of divine worship as do the Jews. The Jews, then, if they abstain from the kind

of service above described, and deem it proper to worship one God as being Lord of all, [are right]; but if

they offer Him worship in the way which we have described, they greatly err. For while the Gentiles, by

offering such things to those that are destitute of sense and hearing, furnish an example of madness; they, on

the other hand by thinking to offer these things to God as if He needed them, might justly reckon it rather

an act of folly than of divine worship. For He that made heaven and earth, and all that is therein, and gives

to us all the things of which we stand in need, certainly requires none of those things which He Himself

bestows on such as think of furnishing them to Him. But those who imagine that, by means of blood, and

the smoke of sacrifices and burnt-offerings, they offer sacrifices [acceptable] to Him, and that by such

honours they show Him respect,-these, by supposing that they can give anything to Him who stands in

need of nothing, appear to me in no respect to differ from those who studiously confer the same honour on

things destitute of sense, and which therefore are unable to enjoy such honours.

Chapter IV · The Other Observances of the Jews.

But as to their scrupulosity concerning meats, and their superstition as respects the Sabbaths, and their

boasting about circumcision, and their fancies about fasting and the new moons, which are utterly

ridiculous and unworthy of notice,-I do not think that you require to learn anything from me. For, to

accept some of those things which have been formed by God for the use of men as properly formed, and to

reject others as useless and redundant,-how can this be lawful? And to speak falsely of God, as if He forbade

us to do what is good on the Sabbath-days,-how is not this impious? And to glory in the circumcision of

the flesh as a proof of election, and as if, on account of it, they were specially beloved by God,-how is it not a

subject of ridicule? And as to their observing months and days, as if waiting upon the stars and the moon,



and their distributing, according to their own tendencies, the appointments of God, and the vicissitudes of

the seasons, some for festivities, and others for mourning,-who would deem this a part of divine worship,

and not much rather a manifestation of folly? I suppose, then, you are sufficiently convinced that the

Christians properly abstain from the vanity and error common [to both Jews and Gentiles], and from the

busy-body spirit and vain boasting of the Jews; but you must not hope to learn the mystery of their peculiar

mode of worshipping God from any mortal.

Chapter V · The Manners of the Christians.

For the Christians are distinguished from other men neither by country, nor language, nor the customs

which they observe. For they neither inhabit cities of their own, nor employ a peculiar form of speech, nor

lead a life which is marked out by any singularity. The course of conduct which they follow has not been

devised by any speculation or deliberation of inquisitive men; nor do they, like some, proclaim themselves

the advocates of any merely human doctrines. But, inhabiting Greek as well as barbarian cities, according as

the lot of each of them has determined, and following the customs of the natives in respect to clothing,

food, and the rest of their ordinary conduct, they display to us their wonderful and confessedly striking

method of life. They dwell in their own countries, but simply as sojourners. As citizens, they share in all

things with others, and yet endure all things as if foreigners. Every foreign land is to them as their native

country, and every land of their birth as a land of strangers. They marry, as do all [others]; they beget

children; but they do not destroy their offspring. They have a common table, but not a common bed. They

are in the flesh, but they do not live after the flesh. They pass their days on earth, but they are citizens of

heaven. They obey the prescribed laws, and at the same time surpass the laws by their lives. They love all

men, and are persecuted by all. They are unknown and condemned; they are put to death, and restored to

life. They are poor, yet make many rich; they are in lack of all things, and yet abound in all; they are

dishonoured, and yet in their very dishonour are glorified. They are evil spoken of, and yet are justified; they

are reviled, and bless; they are insulted, and repay the insult with honour; they do good, yet are punished as

evil-doers. When punished, they rejoice as if quickened into life; they are assailed by the Jews as foreigners,

and are persecuted by the Greeks; yet those who hate them are unable to assign any reason for their hatred.

Chapter VI · The Relation of Christians to the World.

To sum up all in one word-what the soul is in the body, that are Christians in the world. The soul is

dispersed through all the members of the body, and Christians are scattered through all the cities of the

world. The soul dwells in the body, yet is not of the body; and Christians dwell in the world, yet are not of

the world. The invisible soul is guarded by the visible body, and Christians are known indeed to be in the

world, but their godliness remains invisible. The flesh hates the soul, and wars against it, though itself

suffering no injury, because it is prevented from enjoying pleasures; the world also hates the Christians,

though in nowise injured, because they abjure pleasures. The soul loves the flesh that hates it, and [loves



also] the members; Christians likewise love those that hate them. The soul is imprisoned in the body, yet

preserves that very body; and Christians are confined in the world as in a prison, and yet they are the

preservers of the world. The immortal soul dwells in a mortal tabernacle; and Christians dwell as sojourners

in corruptible [bodies], looking for an incorruptible dwelling in the heavens. The soul, when but ill-

provided with food and drink, becomes better; in like manner, the Christians, though subjected day by day

to punishment, increase the more in number. God has assigned them this illustrious position, which it were

unlawful for them to forsake.

Chapter VII · The Manifestation of Christ.

For, as I said, this was no mere earthly invention which was delivered to them, nor is it a mere human

system of opinion, which they judge it right to preserve so carefully, nor has a dispensation of mere human

mysteries been committed to them, but truly God Himself, who is almighty, the Creator of all things, and

invisible, has sent from heaven, and placed among men, [Him who is] the truth, and the holy and

incomprehensible Word, and has firmly established Him in their hearts. He did not, as one might have

imagined, send to men any servant, or angel, or ruler, or any one of those who bear sway over earthly things,

or one of those to whom the government of things in the heavens has been entrusted, but the very Creator

and Fashioner of all things-by whom He made the heavens-by whom he enclosed the sea within its proper

bounds-whose ordinances all the stars faithfully observe-from whom the sun has received the measure of his

daily course to be observed -whom the moon obeys, being commanded to shine in the night, and whom the

stars also obey, following the moon in her course; by whom all things have been arranged, and placed within

their proper limits, and to whom all are subject-the heavens and the things that are therein, the earth and

the things that are therein, the sea and the things that are therein-fire, air, and the abyss-the things which are

in the heights, the things which are in the depths, and the things which lie between. This [messenger] He

sent to them. Was it then, as one might conceive, for the purpose of exercising tyranny, or of inspiring fear

and terror? By no means, but under the influence of clemency and meekness. As a king sends his son, who is

also a king, so sent He Him; as God He sent Him; as to men He sent Him; as a Saviour He sent Him, and as

seeking to persuade, not to compel us; for violence has no place in the character of God. As calling us He

sent Him, not as vengefully pursuing us; as loving us He sent Him, not as judging us. For He will yet send

Him to judge us, and who shall endure His appearing? ... Do you not see them exposed to wild beasts, that

they may be persuaded to deny the Lord, and yet not overcome? Do you not see that the more of them are

punished, the greater becomes the number of the rest? This does not seem to be the work of man: this is the

power of God; these are the evidences of His manifestation.

Chapter VIII · The Miserable State of Men Before the Coming of the Word.

For, who of men at all understood before His coming what God is? Do you accept of the vain and silly

doctrines of those who are deemed trustworthy philosophers? of whom some said that fire was God, calling



that God to which they themselves were by and by to come; and some water; and others some other of the

elements formed by God. But if any one of these theories be worthy of approbation, every one of the rest of

created things might also be declared to be God. But such declarations are simply the startling and

erroneous utterances of deceivers; and no man has either seen Him, or made Him known, but He has

revealed Himself. And He has manifested Himself through faith, to which alone it is given to behold God.

For God, the Lord and Fashioner of all things, who made all things, and assigned them their several

positions, proved Himself not merely a friend of mankind, but also long-suffering [in His dealings with

them.] Yea, He was always of such a character, and still is, and will ever be, kind and good, and free from

wrath, and true, and the only one who is [absolutely] good; and He formed in His mind a great and

unspeakable conception, which He communicated to His Son alone. As long, then, as He held and

preserved His own wise counsel in concealment, He appeared to neglect us, and to have no care over us. But

after He revealed and laid open, through His beloved Son, the things which had been prepared from the

beginning, He conferred every blessing all at once upon us, so that we should both share in His benefits,

and see and be active [in His service]. Who of us would ever have expected these things? He was aware, then,

of all things in His own mind, along with His Son, according to the relation subsisting between them.

Chapter IX · Why the Son Was Sent So Late.

As long then as the former time endured, He permitted us to be borne along by unruly impulses, being

drawn away by the desire of pleasure and various lusts. This was not that He at all delighted in our sins, but

that He simply endured them; nor that He approved the time of working iniquity which then was, but that

He sought to form a mind conscious of righteousness, so that being convinced in that time of our

unworthiness of attaining life through our own works, it should now, through the kindness of God, be

vouchsafed to us; and having made it manifest that in ourselves we were unable to enter into the kingdom

of God, we might through the power of God be made able. But when our wickedness had reached its

height, and it had been clearly shown that its reward, punishment and death, was impending over us; and

when the time had come which God had before appointed for manifesting His own kindness and power,

how the one love of God, through exceeding regard for men, did not regard us with hatred, nor thrust us

away, nor remember our iniquity against us, but showed great long-suffering, and bore with us, He Himself

took on Him the burden of our iniquities, He gave His own Son as a ransom for us, the holy One for

transgressors, the blameless One for the wicked, the righteous One for the unrighteous, the incorruptible

One for the corruptible, the immortal One for them that are mortal. For what other thing was capable of

covering our sins than His righteousness? By what other one was it possible that we, the wicked and

ungodly, could be justified, than by the only Son of God? O sweet exchange! O unsearchable operation! O

benefits surpassing all expectation! that the wickedness of many should be hid in a single righteous One,

and that the righteousness of One should justify many transgressors! Having therefore convinced us in the



former time that our nature was unable to attain to life, and having now revealed the Saviour who is able to

save even those things which it was [formerly] impossible to save, by both these facts He desired to lead us

to trust in His kindness, to esteem Him our Nourisher, Father, Teacher, Counsellor, Healer, our Wisdom,

Light, Honour, Glory, Power, and Life, so that we should not be anxious concerning clothing and food.

Chapter X · The Blessings that Will Flow from Faith.

If you also desire [to possess] this faith, you likewise shall receive first of all the knowledge of the Father. For

God has loved mankind, on whose account He made the world, to whom He rendered subject all the things

that are in it, to whom He gave reason and understanding, to whom alone He imparted the privilege of

looking upwards to Himself, whom He formed after His own image, to whom He sent His only-begotten

Son, to whom He has promised a kingdom in heaven, and will give it to those who have loved Him. And

when you have attained this knowledge, with what joy do you think you will be filled? Or, how will you love

Him who has first so loved you? And if you love Him, you will be an imitator of His kindness. And do not

wonder that a man may become an imitator of God. He can, if he is willing. For it is not by ruling over his

neighbours, or by seeking to hold the supremacy over those that are weaker, or by being rich, and showing

violence towards those that are inferior, that happiness is found; nor can any one by these things become an

imitator of God. But these things do not at all constitute His majesty. On the contrary he who takes upon

himself the burden of his neighbour; he who, in whatsoever respect he may be superior, is ready to benefit

another who is deficient; he who, whatsoever things he has received from God, by distributing these to the

needy, becomes a god to those who receive [his benefits]: he is an imitator of God. Then thou shalt see,

while still on earth, that God in the heavens rules over [the universe]; then thou shall begin to speak the

mysteries of God; then shalt thou both love and admire those that suffer punishment because they will not

deny God; then shall thou condemn the deceit and error of the world when thou shall know what it is to

live truly in heaven, when thou shalt despise that which is here esteemed to be death, when thou shalt fear

what is truly death, which is reserved for those who shall be condemned to the eternal fire, which shall afflict

those even to the end that are committed to it. Then shalt thou admire those who for righteousness' sake

endure the fire that is but for a moment, and shalt count them happy when thou shalt know [the nature of]

that fire.

[Spurious ] Chapter XI - These Things are Worthy to Be Known and Believed.

I do not speak of things strange to me, nor do I aim at anything inconsistent with right reason; but having

been a disciple of the Apostles, I am become a teacher of the Gentiles. I minister the things delivered to me

to those that are disciples worthy of the truth. For who that is rightly taught and begotten by the loving

Word, would not seek to learn accurately the things which have been clearly shown by the Word to His

disciples, to whom the Word being manifested has revealed them, speaking plainly [to them], not



understood indeed by the unbelieving, but conversing with the disciples, who, being esteemed faithful by

Him, acquired a knowledge of the mysteries of the Father? For which reason He sent the Word, that He

might be manifested to the world; and He, being despised by the people [of the Jews], was, when preached

by the Apostles, believed on by the Gentiles. This is He who was from the beginning, who appeared as if

new, and was found old, and yet who is ever born afresh in the hearts of the saints. This is He who, being

from everlasting, is to-day called the Son; through whom the Church is enriched, and grace, widely spread,

increases in the saints. furnishing understanding, revealing mysteries, announcing times, rejoicing over the

faithful. giving to those that seek, by whom the limits of faith are not broken through, nor the boundaries

set by the fathers passed over. Then the fear of the law is chanted, and the grace of the prophets is known,

and the faith of the gospels is established, and the tradition of the Apostles is preserved, and the grace of the

Church exults; which grace if you grieve not, you shall know those things which the Word teaches, by

whom He wills, and when He pleases. For whatever things we are moved to utter by the will of the Word

commanding us, we communicate to you with pains, and from a love of the things that have been revealed

to us.

[Spurious ] Chapter XII - The Importance of Knowledge to True Spiritual Life.

When you have read and carefully listened to these things, you shall know what God bestows on such as

rightly love Him, being made [as ye are] a paradise of delight, presenting in yourselves a tree bearing all

kinds of produce and flourishing well, being adorned with various fruits. For in this place the tree of

knowledge and the tree of life have been planted; but it is not the tree of knowledge that destroys-it is

disobedience that proves destructive. Nor truly are those words without significance which are written, how

God from the beginning planted the tree of life in the midst of paradise, revealing through knowledge the

way to life, and when those who were first formed did not use this [knowledge] properly, they were,

through the fraud of the Serpent, stripped naked. For neither can life exist without knowledge, nor is

knowledge secure without life. Wherefore both were planted close together. The Apostle, perceiving the

force [of this conjunction], and blaming that knowledge which, without true doctrine, is admitted to

influence life, declares, "Knowledge puffeth up, but love edifieth." For he who thinks he knows anything

without true knowledge, and such as is witnessed to by life, knows nothing, but is deceived by the Serpent,

as not loving life. But he who combines knowledge with fear, and seeks after life, plants in hope, looking for

fruit. Let your heart be your wisdom; and let your life be true knowledge inwardly received. Bearing this tree

and displaying its fruit, thou shalt always gather in those things which are desired by God, which the

Serpent cannot reach, and to which deception does not approach; nor is Eve then corrupted, but is trusted

as a virgin; and salvation is manifested, and the Apostles are filled with understanding, and the Passover of

the Lord advances, and the choirs are gathered together, and are arranged in proper order, and the Word

rejoices in teaching the saints,-by whom the Father is glorified: to whom be glory for ever. Amen.


